SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES YESTERDAY 


rel in Asian trade, moving to within strik- 
ing distance of the landmark $100 level in 
what one dealer described as a "crazy" 
market. 

Two factors lured speculators to the fray 
and pushed oil prices to a new trading 


surged to a record high above $98 per bar- 
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LONDON—QUEEN ELIZA- 
beth I's speech before 
Parliament on Tuesday 
тау have been routine but 


to death. That would have 
been against the law. 
Dying in Parliament is 
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Senate probes cash h gifts 


Inquiry 
to focus 
on source 


of money 


By бй С. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE SENATE WILL PUSH 
through with its investiga- 
tion of the alleged bribes 
handed out to congressmen 
and local government offi- 
cials in Malacafiang to trace 
the real source of the bun- | 
dies of cash stuffed in en- 
velopes and brown bags. 


A number of senators have ques- 
tioned the series of explanations made 
by Malacafiang and its allies on the ori- 
gin of the alleged payola which they 
believe was made at the behest of Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo. 

But Sen. Edgardo Angara, an adminis- 
tration ally called the proposed inquiry а 
"waste of time,” saying the matter was 
best left to the Office of the Ombudsman. 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan pointed out 
that Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
had initially said House Speaker Jose 
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Palace admits 
cash doles 
from Kampi 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


MALACANANG CONCEDED YESTER- 
day that the money distributed to 
proadministration congressmen at the 
Palace following a meeting with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo came from her 
party, the Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (Kampi). 

But Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
lashed at his own party mates for leav- 
ing him “out of the loop.” 
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APHOTOGRAPH of little Mariannet Amper, set atop her casket, is marked by a declaration of love and lament for a child 


who had lost all hope. 
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Girl, 11, loses hope, hangs herself 


By Nico Alconaba 
Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO CITY—AN UNSENT LETTER 
and a diary, like pages from a book, 
revealed the reason Mariannet Am- 
per, 11, committed suicide on Nov. 2: 
She had lost hope that her family 
would ever rise from poverty. 

Her parents wanted to know why 
their daughter took her own life un- 
til they collected her belongings and 
stumbled upon the diary and the let- 
ter she wrote to “Wish Ko Lang,” a 
GMA TV program. 

The TV program promises to 
grant the wishes of viewers if their 
letters were chosen and featured in 
the program's episodes. Mariannet 
had heard of the show. 

In her undated letter, Marianne's 
wish list was short—a bicycle, а 
school bag, and jobs for her parents. 

The unsent letter was found un. 
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UNITED STATES Ambassador Kristie Kenney reads a story on how to fight global 
warming to Baguio City schoolchildren during the INQUIRER Read Along program at 


i re e м 
19 Эме” Vicky wasound under her pillow along with her, 
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11M Pinoys 
among 1B 


living on less 
than $1/day 


By Minerva Generalao 
and Eliza Victoria 
Inquirer Research 


SOME 11 MILLION FILIPINOS ARE 
among the 1 billion people across 
the globe living on less than $1 a day, 
the threshold defined as extreme 
poverty by the United Nations, ac- 
cording to the International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). 
Three-fourths of the world’s poor- 
est live in Sub-Saharan Africa, the 
only region where ultra poverty pre- 
dominates, said the study titled “The 
World's Most Deprived: Characteris- 
tics and Causes of Extreme Poverty 
and Hunger,” which the IFPRI re- 
leased on Tuesday. 
Among 119 developing countries 
!IMPINOYS/ALO 


‘We are all 
to blame for 
her death’ 


By Beverly T. Natividad 


NOT ONLY THE GOVERNMENT, 
but somehow we are all to blame 
for the fate of an 11-year-old girl 
in Davao, who took her own life 
because she was poor. 

This is the moral lesson con- 
veyed by some of the country's 
religious leaders, amid the sad 
news. 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop 
Oscar V Cruz called the suicide a 
“summit of desperation"—for a 
young child to end her own life 
‘out of hunger and poverty. 

Hesaid the sad event showed. 
the desperation of many Fil- 
ipinos. 

While the act of suicide did 
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Baguio kids 
eco-warfare 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—SOME OF THE CITY'S 
public schoolchildren learned some- 
thing new about modern warfare 
while listening to US Ambassador to 
the Philippines Kristie Kenney read a 
story about Filipino "eco-warriors" 
who fight global warming. 

Kenney was the latest guest reader 
of the Inquinen’s Read Along program, 
which was sponsored this time by the. 
US Agency for International Develop- 
ment (Usaid) and the US Department 
of Energy on its first out-of-town ses- 
sion at SM City Baguio on Wednesday. 

The program isa newspaper advoca- 
cy started in May, which promotes 
reading asa lifestyle. 


US Senate terms on aid 
dismay RP Chief Justice 


By Jeffrey M. Tupas 
Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO CITY—CHIEF JUSTICE REYNA- 
to Puno has expressed dismay over the 
fact that the US Senate was setting 
rights-related conditions on the release 
of $2 million in additional military aid to 
the Philippines. 

“1 am not happy [about this],” Puno 
said on Tuesday after a four-hour lec- 


ture on the writ of amparo. He said the 
Philippines did not need institutions 
like the US Senate "to remind us about 
human rights." 

At the same time, Puno said, he 
wanted to view the matter "as a way of 
encouraging the Philippines to give 
more protection to human rights." 

“That means we still have a lot to do 
in order to protect human rights in the 
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Military presents report but 
lawyer says it's ‘incomplete’ 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AFTER HEDGING FOR MORE THAN 
three months, the military's Provost 
Marshal General yesterday presented to 
the Court of Appeals the report believed. 
by the family of missing activist Jonas 


But a lawyer of the Burgos family 
said the report submitted by Col. 
Arthur Abadilla, the Provost Marshal 
General, was “incomplete,” and asked 
the court to summon the affidavits of 
the soldiers who were investigated for 
the loss of the license plates of a vehi- 


the Pines City on Wednesday. VINCENT CABREZAINQURER NORTHERN LUZON usenvov/ais Burgos as crucial to the search for him. MILITARY/ ALB 
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BIR told: Step up collection or else... 


GMA surprised at agency’s low tax collection for 3rd quarter 


E By Michael Lim Ubac sented her revenue report. provement over the P480.752 
WHAT'S INSIDE The report showed that for billion in the same period last 
TAXESCOLLECTEDFROM THE September alone, the LTS year 


RP MUTINEERS 


country’s top companies fell 


missed its target by P990 mil- 


She set a simple action plan 


Е short of the target for the past lion, ог 3.62 percent off its from October to December: "to 
surrender, will three quarters, prompting adis- monthly target of P27.297 bil- meet [the] revenue target.” 

pleased President Macapagal- lion. "They had to explain to thé 

be sent home Arroyo to order the ВІЗ Large LTS collected P26.307 billion President and promised that 

ТАТ ‘Taxpayers’ Services to step up їп September, an improvement they will do better" and “recov- 


ARTISTS’ 


efforts and catch up in the last 
quarter, or else. 

The President was surprised 
at the low tax collection of the 


from the P22.640 billion col- 
lected in the same month last 
year but still short of the target. 

Overall, from January to 


er" in the fourth quarter, said 
Remonde. 

Remonde said the President 
will be regularly monitoring the 


5 LTS, which takes charge of rev- September 2007, the LTS col- performance of the bureau, par- 
groups bewail enuecollection forthe country’s lected P312.235 billion, up ticularly the LTS, “so that they ? A 
i biggest taxpaying companies, from P289.660 billion in 2006. сап deliver.” = е : 
alterations on Sie nere gown in those But since the target for the He sald Me Arroyo was орн. PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo points to a powerpoint presentation 
NPC mural sectors” because of the robust period was P339.105 billion, mistic that “they will eventually Task Force Meeti чк нне р ч td g = EEE 
economy, said Secretary Cerge LTS had a shortfall of P26.870 reach [the] target" to fulfill the 188 Force Meeting Mapa Hol айлы ы == 
/A5 Remonde, chief ofthe Presiden- billion, or 7.92 percent. governments higher fund re- Cesar Charlie Lim is nowoffi- ment service. 
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tial Management Staff. 
“There is time to catch up. 
They really have to deliver or 


Hefti said in the report that 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
would need to double its tax- 


quirements for its planned in- 
creased spending in social ser- 
vices and infrastructure. 


cer in charge-head revenue ex- 
ecutive assistant (OIC-HREA) 
of the “regular large taxpayers” 


A third LTS group is headed 
by Elvira Vera who has been 
moved from being HREA of the 


TU else be replaced,” said Re- collection efforts to achieve its М Arroyo earlier issued Ex- group under the LTS. policy and planning service to 

gets jail term monde of the LTS following a full-year target of P755 billion. ecutive Order 625 reorganizing ^ Marissa Cabreros has been HREA of the excise large tax- 

F closed-door command confer- For the first three quarters of the BIR, specifically the LTS be- named head revenue executive payers group, which reviews 

for blackmail ence on Tuesday in which BIR 2007, the BIR hascollectedonly cause of its continued inability assistant ofa second LTS group, the payments of big excise tax- 
JAA Commissioner Lillian Hefti pre- P521.910 billion, though anim- to meet targets. the administration and enforce- payers in tobacco and oil. 


HEALTH OFFICIALS ARE TAKING 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue to 
Dii] task for failing to release some P52 


campaign and other public-health 
programs. 
Padilla said that under Republic 


th 


ПЕК ОХУ DOH demands share in ‘sin taxes’ 
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now when it will be given," he said. 


The BIR, he said, maintained that 
e release of the funds needs an- 
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Auction | milion representing the Depart- 


ment of Health's share of the “sin 
taxes” collected by the government 
in 2005. 

Health Undersecretary Alex 
Padilla said in a briefing yesterday 
that despite their repeated requests 
to the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
the agency has yet to release the 
“sin tax" money which the DOH is 
supposed to use for its anti-smoking 


and the Philippine, Health Insur- 
ance Corp. (PhilHealth) are sup- 
posed to receive 2.5 percent each 
from the incremental revenues (or 


the additional collections from one 
year to the next) from the sin taxes. 


PhilHealth, he said, also has not 


received its P52-million share of the 
sin taxes. 


"There is no clear indication until 


other set of guidelines on top of 
what is mandated under the law. 
More recently, he said, the BIR 
had claimed that the department's 
share in the sin taxes was already 
e included in its budget allocation. 
“But if this is so, then that is 
against the law because under the 
e law, those funds should be given to 
us over and above our budget,” said 
Padilla. Beverly Т. Natividad 
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THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM ments, refusing to show records She said they expected to col- 

Raps пе has filed criminal charges against to SSS officers, submission of lect тоге than P60 million from 
more than 400 employers for var- inaccurate employment data 264 employers who failed to 

. ious offenses related to their and lack of SSS registration. pay contributions and loan pay- 

VS errin workers’ SSS contributions. “We don’t tolerate employers ments. SSS imposes monthly 
SSS president and chief exec- who deny their employees 555 penalties of three percent on 

utive officer Corazon dela Paz benefits because of neglect or late contributions and one per- 


to report all employees for SSS 
coverage and allows SSS offi- 
cers to check company records. 
Grossly negligent employers 
face up to 12 years in jail and 
fines from P5,000 to P20,000. 
Dela Paz said SSS planned to 
intensify its legal actions 
against delinquent employers, 


em lo ELS >Ч 412 ешроуезв fa disobedience,” Dela Рага заїйїп cent for unpaid loans. 
charges for failing to remit pay- а statement. The law requires employers 
"Y 
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“BODY COLOR: AZURE GRAY. 


the new SUZUKI JIMNY. 


Its 1.3L DOHC 16-valve engine provides quick response and high fuel 


after Malacafiang gave it ex- 
emption from paying a filing fee 
for cases in the prosecutors of- 
fice since February. 

SSS has 47 cluster lawyers ай 
over the country whose princi- 
pal task is to file legal cases 
against erring employers. 

Jerome Aning 


efficiency, while its 4x4 system and high ground clearance allows you | 


to go anywhere you want. 


It would take you over the river, through the woods, up the hills and 


highways down to the floods and traffic of the Metropolis. 
itis not where you go.-It's what you drive 


—M Е 


безш Z WARANTY 
ено З) 


METRO MANILA: SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH Prince Motor Corporation 951-2201 t 10 / 453-8318 le 20 - SUZUKI AUTO EDSA Piino Sales Corpo 
304.9093 7 265-5098 965-9011 / 965-7795 + SUZUKI AUTO MANILA BAY eel Inc. 356-1485 / 556-1487 ~ SUZUKIAUTO MAKATI небе Бота Motor Corpore 
2720" SUZUKI AUTO SHAW The Shaw Molor Plaza Corporation 118-134 o 35 


6164097 7610. 


DAGUPAN Amianan Motors (075) 517-1717 / 8888 7 2399 - SUZUKI AUTO DAVAO Motar™mal Davao Corporation (082) 253-1140 1 234.0350 / 234-066 
52087257 (49) 411-1070 911-1060 SUZUKI AUTO LEGASPI Usam Molo (054) 472-5977 / (02) 290-0084 - SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA Family Cars, In 


Please visit Suzuki Website: www.suzukl.com.ph 


<> 


SUZUKI 


Way of Life! 


634-3451 to 57 1 634-0031 / 634-0032 í 624.0034 » SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN Matri Motor Corporation 


36 1810-1737 SUZUKI AUTO QUEZON AVE. Sunny Motors Group, Ine. 374-3811 [ 41- 


PROVINCIAL: SUZUKI AUTO BACOLOD Automall Malor Sales (034) 435-0288 - SUZUKI AUTO CABANATUAN Prince Motor Corporation (044) 403.5246 / 453-0089 - SUZUKI AUTO CEBU Cebu Aulocanrale Corporation (032) 348-8895 1 3450024 - SUZUKI AUTO 
UZUK AUTO ILOILO fiore Car Corporaton (033) 320-7020 - SUZUKI AUTO LAGUNA Arez» Molor Sales (02) 
(45) 880.5871/981-3573/981-7748 - SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA Arce! Marketing. Inc. (0027 981-14921993-1213 


You know what you want. 
and what you DON'T want. 


You don't want all the fat that's keeping you 
from your ideal body: Whether it's excess 
weight, post-pregnancy fat, problem areas, or 
maybe just a few inches off your waist, Marie 
Fronce has proven effective treatments to give 
you the body you wont—ond deserve! 

Get the body you want the way you wont 
—safe, easy, painless and effective. 
Do it The Marie France way. 


PP Years 


Celebrating 
of Giving Women 
the Body They Want 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 


MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA + TEL: 961-298! 


CEBU + TEL: 233-7637 
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Organized and 
Managed by: 


INFORMATION 


Event days: THURSDAY TO SUNDAY, 
Event dates: NOVEMBER 8-11, 2007 
Event hours: 10:00AM - 7:00PM 
Venue: SHH Convention Center 
Exhibit Hall 1, Seashell 
Drive, Mall of Asia 
Complex, Pasay City 


For more information, 
call EXPO Hotline 750-9456 


Co-Presentor: 
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Artists’ groups bewail altered mural 


By T] Burgonio Arroyo was to unveil the mural of figures representing writers references to issues that taketo constitutional right to freedom had told the artists he did not 
оп Oct. 26, the NPC officials critical of government, like task the Arroyo regime, as well of expression by hiring other want the mural to have “politi- 
THE ANGONO ARTISTS HAVE made these alterations without Randy David and Juan Merca- as to deface or altogether elimi- artists to deface the work of the cal color.” 
gotten a swell of support from consulting the Angono artists: do, making them look siniste, nate the likenesses of personali- Neo-Angono artists.” à i5 
Several artists groups protest- In the newspaper read by the More revisions were also dis- ties and organizations known to ‘Mortal sin’ 
ing the way the National Press central figure, the editorial of covered yesterday: the plate be sharply critical of the ruling Heartened Mabasa said including living 
Club (МРС) of the Philippines the International Federation of number of an FX taxi “ZTE-200” political clique,” it said. Wire Tuazon, chair of the personalities in the mural was 
altered their mural entitled Journalists on the new Human was blurred red. A cab with “This is censorship, however, Neo-Angono Artists Collective, -also not part of their agreement 
“Press Freedom.” Security Act was replaced with body number “EO 464” was al- the NPC may try to slice it.” said the group had been heart- so they were forced to hire an 
Expressions of support for the picture of abird-monster in tered to “EON-464.” A xerox 1с added: “It is thus doubly ened by all the support. unnamed artist to do last 
the Neo-Angono Artists Collec- а cage; the Alibata “K” on the shop in the mural named "Ang despicable that the NPC, which “We are thankful to everyone minute revisions when the Neo- 
tive have flooded the groups arm of Andres Bonifacio was re- Bayan” was changed to "Ang claims to be a bastion of press who is supporting us in our fight, Angono group refused to send 
website, condemning the Club placed with a pierced heart; Bayani.” A man in the back- freedom, has allowed itself to This is not just the fight of our representatives, 
for “censorship,” and calling for The initials of the militant Na- ground who looked like the bea party to such a brazen trav- group, but every Filipino artist. If But in another e-mail to the 
the ouster ofits officials. tional Union of Journalists of bearded Osama Bin Laden was esty of artistic freedom." this issue will give direction on artists, the Concerned Artists of 
The controversial 8 x 32 feet the Philippines (NUJP) was covered with a red shawl. Artists from another group the freedom of expression of ev- the Philippines (CAP) chided 
mural depicts а man reading a erased from a streamer; and the ` calling itself TutoK said їп ап e- ету artist, then let history give its the Club for its failure to recog- 
newspaper in a crowded street, headline “Press Freedom Fight- Despicable mail: “If we are besieged by ex- final verdict,” he said. nize the basic ethic that revising 
Depicted in the crowd are na. ers Son Abducted” was re. Опе group calling itself the tra-judicial killings and abduc- п а press conference yester- ап original artwork of an artist 
tional heroes and press freedom placed with “Press Freedom Artists’ ARREST Alliance said tions at large, NPC's current day, NPC president Roy Mabasa by another is а “mortal sin.” 
icons. Fight is On.” Mustaches and “The intention in these alter- leadership has enacted the denied the alterations were a With a report by Allison W. 
"The night before President goatees were added to the faces ations is clear: to remove any killing and abduction of the formof“censorship.”Hesaidhe Lopez 


Allies of GMA 
clash over 2 movie tickets: PHP320 
impeach rules popcorn and drinks: PHP260 


THREE DAYS AFTER PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo and Speaker Jose de Venecia. 
agreed to a truce, their allies in the House 
of Representatives clashed over a proposal 
to amend the impeachment rules, a poten- 
tially explosive issue tied up with the pend- 
ing effort to impeach the President. 

‘The head count in that skirmish? Eighty- 
two lawmakers, most of them belonging to 
President Arroyo's Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (Kampi) party, blocked the move to 
amend the rules and sent the proposal back 
to the committee on rules. 

‘They overwhelmed 50 of their colleagues 
who favored amendments that could allow 
the consolidation of multiple impeachment 
complaints, strengthening present moves 
to oust Ms Arroyo. 

‘At present, House rules allow only one 
impeachment complaint per year. 

Half of those who favored amending the 
rules were opposition congressmen. But 
the other half were stalwarts of the ruling 
Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats, led by 
De Venecia. 

"A realignment of forces was seen yester- 
day" Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez 
told a media forum yesterday. “The voting 
showed not only a crack but a crater in the 
majority” 

During Tuesday's session, Kampi object- 
ed to the inclusion of proposed amend- 
ments to the impeachment rules in the or- 
der of business the other day. 
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Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 

Tax collectors and sinners were seeking 
the company of Jesus, all of them eager to 
hear what he had to say. But the Pharisees 
and the scribes frowned at this, muttering, 
"This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them,” So Jesus told them this parable: 

"Who among you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, will not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wildemess and seek out 
the lost one till he finds it? And finding it, will 
he not joyfully carry it home on bis shoul- 
ders? Then he will сай his friends and neigh- 
bors together and say: Celebrate with me for 
Thave found my lost sheep. I tell you, just so, 
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
опе repentant sinner than over ninety-nine 
upright who do not need to repent. 

"What woman, if she has 10 silver coins 
and loses one, will not light a lamp and sweep егСага! 
the house in a thorough search tll she finds 
the lost coin? And finding it, she will call her 
friends and neighbors and say: ‘Celebrate 
with me for have found the silver coin lost 
1 tell you, in the same way there is rejoicing 
among the angels of God over one repentant 


Commentary 
We are the servants of the Lord and we are 
responsible in everything to the Lord. Are we 
mindful that we belong totally to God? How of- 
en dowe ignor our oir ute God and are 
quick to see and point out others’ shortcomings H - = 
dnd fare daring our om gra Introducing MasterCard PayPass 
lacks? Do we bend before our God—our hearts 
as well as our knees; our tongues to the truth; 
КӨЙҮ ч Wie : aros Our new, innovative, Tap & Go payiment system offers you a faster, easier way to 
iod and all the world? ? а 
Are we sinners who ar the ands of Jesus make purchases. It works like a regular MasterCard afd you speed past cashiers 
or are we self-righteous? Surely we are friends 
NE кыл than Ghose ы with a simple tap. MasterCard PayPass is accepted at fast food chains, coffee shops 
from us) as not friends of God because we will 
mot even think of speaking or eating with * and movie theaters. 
‘them.’ If that is the way we feel about anyone 
or any group, they are the ones whom Jesus 
will go looking after-and he will leave us with 
all the rest of the 99 who couldn't care less 
about that one. Are we really dead and lost but 
renot aparea it 
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TRIPARTITE 
DECLARATION) 


‘JPEPA Ratification 
Best for the Nation’ 


n October 9, 2007, leaders of the business, labor and professional 

sectors, in an auspicious show of solidarity, bound themselves 

into a covenant seeking ratification by the Senate of the JAPAN- ror JOINT 
PHILIPPINES ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (JPEPA). 
© In their joint manifesto, the signatories said they were convinced that the pts th labor, 


" the Japan-Philippin, 


treaty is in the best in i : сіе 
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The Philippines must carve its own niche in the global production network, in which investments, i 
Japan plays a key role. Failure to do so will make the country a laggard in the ; Millions of Filipi 
regional economic race. È opens a whole 


“INFLUX OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT. 


The Philippines is home to thriving industrial complexes that turn out products as tries. yale Го 
varied as cars and motorcycles, semi-conductors and consumer electronics, furniture it 

and kitchen fixtures, clothes and shoes, jewelry and fashion accessories. The plants 

and factories that manufacture these products need to be upgraded so that they 


Indonesi 
can keep pace with technological changes. That requires massive infusion of foreign, Philippir 
capital. 
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TARIFF REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION, х EA wii 
Tropical fruits and marine products from the Philippines will enter Japan duty-free. 
At present, the high tariff imposed by Japan on imports discourages consumption of 


these goods: A liberalized trade regime will result in the expansion of the Philippine Signed: 
agriculture and fishing industries. 


JOBS AND LIVELIHOOD. 


The provisions on foreign investments and reduction or elimination of import duties ена a 
are designed to create hundreds of thousands of jobs for Filipino farmers, ый 
fishermen, and industrial workers. = == эсш 
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(From left) Mr. Alfonso Uy, Vice President of the Federation of the Flipino-Chinese 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Mr. Toshifumi Іпаті, President of the Japan 

Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines; Mr. Samie Lim, President of PCCI; Mr. Alberto 
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Filipino mutineers surrender 
in Mauritius, to be sent home 


NINE FILIPINO MUTINEERS day—four days into the — "Wereachedasettlementlast ities were considering the inci- 
surrendered in Mauritius after trip—because of exhausting la- night,” he said. dent a labor dispute because the 
Sommandeering their fishing bor, paltry meals and meager Foreign Affairs Undersecre- crewmen said “they had not been 
boat because of alleged mis- pay, Filipino crew leader Roder- tary Esteban Conejos said no paid their wages and they were 
treatment, and were headed ick Sumang told the Associated criminal charges will be filed. maltreated by their captain." 
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home after the Taiwanese own- Press by telephone. Vice President Noli de Castro, According to Sumang, Men- e 
er decided not to press charges, The ship returned last Tues- also the presidential adviseron doza urged Huang to give the {Р 9,931 /mo. 
Officials and the crew said yes- day to the Mauritius capital, overseas Filipino workers, wel- Filipinos опе month's са aei 
terday. Port Louis, where the Filipinos comed the reported settlement. wages—$250—plus eee 

‘The ship had departed Oct. were taken to the police station, “This is good news as no one and a plane ticket back to the ia 
Siem ta md Оон пк бшмей gothurt from this unfortunate in- Philippines, but the captain in- ихе of the metro at affordable cost 
Чоп of Mauritius for what was Тһе Kenya-based Philippine cident,” he said in а statement. sisted they choose between Ma best value for our money.” zr A Mr, Ros Ferran 
tobe a three-month fishing ex- consul, Bernadette Mendoza, “Wewanttomakeitclearthat our their pay or the ticket. cen 
pedition. flew to Mauritius to help the government does not condone “Ме chose the ticket, because 


wean 812-2222 779:687-3333 ую 567-3333 242-1212) 


But the Filipinosailorslocked crew negotiate a settlement mutinous acts, but we have the it is more expensive and we ге, 


kheir Taiwanese captain ina with Huang Jui-yin, the Tai- duty to protect all of our citizens ally wanted to go home,” 818-8888 cityland.net 243-6565 
room and seized control of ће wanese ship owner and captain, wherever they may be.” Sumangsaid. APwith Cynthia | CIT Y LAND 2007 Leading Condominium Developer 
steel-hulled ship on Sun- Sumangsaid. Conejos said Philippine author- D. Balana and Jerome Aning ‘ie commit, we deliver. National Awardoe (Offce of he President, ООСС - HLURB) 


Fish vanishing 
from S. Asian 
oceans—report 


SYDNEY—SOUTHEAST ASIAS OCEANS 
are fast running out of fish, putting the 
livelihoods of up to 100 million people at 
risk and increasing the need for govern- 
ments to support the maintenance of fish 
stocks, an Australian expert seid. 

Fisheries in the region had expanded 
dramatically in recent decades and Indone- 
sia, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines 
were now їп the top 12 fish producing 
countries in the world, Meryl Williams said 
in a paper for Australia's Lowy Institute. 

“As the fourth largest country in world 
fish production, Indonesia is a fisheries 
ant. Yet ... Indonesian marine fisheries re- 
sources are close to fully exploited and a 
significant number in all areas are over-ex- 
ploited,” she said 

Williams, a former director general of the 
international WorldFish Center, said the 
number of fishers was still increasing in 
most Southeast Asian countries despite a 
trend since the 19805 to close frontiers due 
to territorial claims and overfishing. 

"fn the Philippines, most marine fisheries 
were overexploited by the 1980s, with catch 
rates as low as 10 percent of rates when these 
areas were lightly fished,” she said. 

In the Gulf of Thailand, the density of 
fish had declined by 86 percent from 1961 
to 1991, while between 1966 and 1994 the 
catch per hour fell more than sevenfold. 

In Vietnam, a new fishing power and a 
rising source of imports by Australia, the to- 
tal catch between 1981 and 1999 only dou- 
bled despite a tripling of capacity of the 
fishing fleet. 

Williams said Southeast Asian fisheries 
were serviced by a plethora of regional bod- 
ies and agreements, but few acted effec- 
tively on illegal fishing and shared stock 
management. Reuters 


Graduating PMA 
cadet dies 


THE PHILIPPINE MILITARY ACADEMY 
yesterday announced the death of a gradu- 
ating cadet who succumbed to an illness 
last Tuesday. 

Cadet Reenan Ferrer of BF Resort Village, 
Las Piñas City, died at 8:40 a.m. at the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines Medical 
Center due to suspected upper respiratory 
tract infection, a statement from the PMA 
Public Information Office (PIO) said. 

Ferrer is a member of PMA Class 2008 
which means “Bagong Halaw 


PMA cadets had been on vacation last 
week for All Souls’ Day when Ferrer sought 
treatment at the Perpetual Help Hospital in 
Las Pifias for an on and off fever. 

The 22-year-old was subsequently re- 
ferred to the AFPMC where he suffered 
from several episodes of seizures despite 
continued medication and monitoring, the 
PMA said. 

The PMA added that Ferrer's family has 
consented to an autopsy “to establish the fi- 
nal diagnosis of his death.” 

A three-day wake for Ferrer will be held 
at the PMA, Capt. Dennis Solomon, the 
academy's PIO chief, said. — Nikko Dizon 
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RODOLFO “ROD” QUIAMBAO SANTOS OF 
Filinvest 5, Cainta, Rizal, died of heart ail- 
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son Noah, his mother Lourdes, siblings and 
in-laws Romy and Lyn Santos, Oliver and 
Jag Villavicencio (USA), Ulie and Joy Ваза 
(Canada) and Svetlana (Canada). His body 
lies in state at the Marian Memorial Chapel 
оп Marcos Highway. Burial is on Saturday 
at the Loyola Memorial Park after the 8:30 
алп. Mass at the Filinvest East Homes 
Chapel. 
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Senate probes Malacaíiang cash gifts _ 


From page Al 
de Venecia gave out the money, and now 
the President's party Kampi had acknowl- 
edged it was the source of the cash gifts. 

“їс is an incredible tale concocted by sto- 
rytellers lacking in imagination and creativ- 
ity" Pangilinan said. 


Fumbling its way to a cover-up 

Pangilinan said Malacafiang was appar- 
ently fumbling its way into another cover- 
up considering that the President was likely 
to be implicated. 

“Kampi is the party of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. It admits to disbursing the 
funds which, say, amounted to P120 million 
їп cold cash, and it happened right inside 
Malacafiang, the President's official resi- 
dence. It would be incredible to believe that 
given all these, the President had no knowl- 
edge of the incident,” said Pangilinan. 

“Even my daughter in Grade 1 will find that 
difficult to believe. They are either lying or we 
have a President who is totally oblivious to 
‘what is going on in the Palace. Either way it 
certainly doesn’t look good,” Pangilinan said. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who filed the resolution 


seeking to investigate the cash gifts, said that 
Ms Arroyo should explain the bribery incidents 
since it happened in her official residence. 

Did money come from PNP? 

Sen. Richard Gordon’ concurred with 
Lacson that it. was hard to believe that the 
President did not know that the money was 
being distributed. 

Gordon justified the’ probe saying it 
would impose rigid guidelines on political 
parties such as Kampi to be more account- 
able for their actions. 

Lacson said Malacafiang should make up 
its mind and stop changing its script in the 
middle of the act. “If the money came from 
Kampi, how did it raise such huge amount? 
If that money came from Secretary Puno, 
he might have gotten it from the PNP 
(Philippine National Police) which I think 
makes the situation worse,” Lacson said. 

With so many accusing fingers being 
pointed, Lacson believed it would be easier 
to come out with the truth. 

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano said that his 
committee on accountability of public off- 
cers and investigations would hold the first 


hearing next Wednesday morning, a day be- 
fore the same committee resumes its probe of 
the National Broadband Network project. 


Pampanga governor у 

Cayetano said the blue ribbon committee 
would most likely summon Pampanga Gov. Ed 
Panlilio and other local government officials 
who admitted receiving the doleouts and De- 
partment of Interior and Local Government 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno, the chair of Kampi. 

Sen. Jamby Madrigal wants to summon 
Malacafiang executive Remedios Poblador 
and Rep. Amelita Villarosa who she said 
should explain their role as “bag ladies” in 
the cash payoffs. 

But Cayetano said the Senate would not 
invite their coequals to a hearing although 
they could volunteer to attend the probe to 
give their side. 

Lacson said the appearance of at least 
two governors should get the ball rolling 
for the bribery probe. 

Cayetano explained that there was a thin 
line between bribery and giving funds for 
projects “but the circumstances and the 
source of funds would determine that.” 


Palace admits cash doles from Kampi 


From page А! 

“Obviously, I was not very happy that Pm 
the last to know,” said Puno, the acting 
presidential political affairs adviser, insist- 
ing that he had been informed that Kampi 
was behind the Oct. 11 payoffs only on 
Tuesday. 

Аса press conference, Puno shielded Ms 
Arroyo. “This has nothing to do with.the 
Palace. I personally did not know about 
that,” he said. 

Puno also said he did not know if Ms Ar- 
royo had been informed ahead of time that 
Deputy House Speaker Ma. Amelita Vil- 
larosa would publicly acknowledge that 
Kampi was behind the payoffs. 

“I really seriously doubt whether the 
President had any clue," he said. 

President Arroyo has not been "too in- 
volved in the workings of Kampi” since she is 
also the chair of the ruling party Lakas-CMD 
and "essentially she has the entire (adminis- 
tration) coalition to deal with," Puno said. 

Puno does not see the wisdom of Ms Ar- 
royo castigating her party mates amid accu- 
sation of bribery after severa) lawmakers 
and even local officials admitted to receiv- 
ing money from the Palace ranging from 
P200,000 to P500,000. 

‘Asked about the source of Kampi funds, he 
said: “Ask Congressmen Girlie Villarosa and 
Abet Garcia.” Villarosa and Garcia are secre- 
tary and treasurer, respectively, of Kampi. 

Villarosa issued the confirmation on Tuesday 
after Manila Rep. Bienvenido Abante Jr identi- 
fied her as the source of the money given to 
him during the legislators’ breakfast meeting 
with the President in the Palace last month. 


President unaware of handouts 
Villarosa said the cash gifts were a “party 
initiative without the knowledge of the 
President.” She зій Kampi president Rep. 
Luis Villafuerte and Kampi chair Puno 
knew about the money. 
Villarosa claimed Puno knew about the 


disbursement but did not know that it 
would be done in Malacafiang 

“Siyempre, chairman yun е. He [Puno] 
knows the disbursement pero hindi niya alam 
ang detalye [Of course, he's chairman. He 
knew about the disbursement but not the de- 
tails]," Villarosa said in a phone interview. 

Puno disagreed yesterday, saying: 

"She told me only (Tuesday by phone). just 
asked her if the President and the treasurer (of 
Kampi) knew about it, and she said yes.” 

He said that he had not much opportuni- 
ty to meet with the party since he took over 
the Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernmentin February 2006 and relinquished 
the presidency ofthe party to Villafuerte. 


Apology to De Venecia 

Ms Arroyo founded Kampi, a member of 
the ruling coalition at the House, along 
with Speaker Jose de Venecia's Lakas-Chris- 
tian Muslim Democrats party. 

Puno apologized то De Venecia after he had 
pointed to him as the source of the payoff. 

“I guess if you're seeing confusion on our 
part, it's because we are. We don't know 
anything about this. And all of these decla- 
rations we will accept at face value. But cer- 
tainly, we here do not have anything to do 
with any of these things” 

“I owe Speaker De Venecia an apology 
because said before this came from the Of- 
fice of the Speaker," Puno said. 

He said Villarosa had said she only re- 
leased money to two lawmakers. “Again, 1 
just was informed about this yesterday 
(Tuesday) and I was asking why I was not 
told earlier but she said she was in the 
province. I guess that’s a good explana- 
tion,” he said. 

“I really just feel very bad about being 
left out of such important matter and ... 
since I have been making public statements 
I feel that I should have been informed ear- 
lier so that I'm not shooting off my mouth,” 
he said. 


On disciplining party members, he said: 
“That is for the party leadership to look into 
itand to decide. Not up to me.” 


Congressional probe 

Puno welcomed a congressional inquiry 
into the reported payoffs ostensibly to kill the 
latest impeachment move against Ms Arroyo 
in the House of Representatives. 

"T can't speak for the party, but for myself, 
Tm willing to participate in any inquiry ... I 
have no problem with that,” he said, but 
stressed that he was not in Malacafiang when 
the money was distributed in paper bags. 

Had he been informed that it would be 
done in the Palace he said he would not 
have allowed it. 

“Of course not,” Puno said and added: “If 
it’s а party matter, my first question is: If 
we're Kampi, why are we giving to Lakas. 
Are we pirating, courting (congressmen)?" 

Villarosa has told the Inguiner that she 
gave P500,000 to Abante, a Lakas member, 
because he had a flock ministry and was 
leaving for Saudi Arabia that time, and 
P500,000 to La Union Rep. Thomas 
Dumpit, a Kampi member, who supposedly 
needed the money for his congressional dis- 
trict. 

Kampi has no money 

Sorsogon Rep. Jose Solis, a member of 
Kampi's executive committee, said the par- 
ty had а relatively meager budget, which 
was not enough to extend hefty financial 
support to its allies in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Solis said the party's fund was raised on- 
ly from the P5,000 monthly contribution of 
its members. At the most, the party proba- 
bly had only around P700,000, he claimed. 

Не said the Kampi leadership should disci- 
pline Villarosa. “If only I had a way of remov- 
ing her from Kampi, I would remove her,” he 
said in Filipino in a media forum in Quezon. 

With a report from Christian V Esguerra 


‘We are all to blame for her death’ 


From page Al 
not particularly sit well with the Roman 
Catholic Church teachings, Cruz said he 
would be the last person to blame the child 
for taking her own life. 

He said the community, which is directly 
influential to the young girl, should be 
looked into. Her death, said Cruz, was 
brought about by her social surroundings. 

He said everyone, including each and ev- 

{етуопе of us, was also to blame for her 
death. If one girl goes hungry due to pover- 
ty then we are all a part of it, Cruz said. 


Failure of society 

"This means we have not done well. We 
have not done our civic duty to correct the 
abuses, and to censure graft and corrup- 
tion. We have kept our eyes closed. We did 
not act,” he said. 

The National Council of Churches in the 


Philippines (NCCP), which represents the 
mainline Protestants in the country, said 
the death of the girl represented the failure 
of society as a whole. 

"We have called them poor and eyesores 
but what do you call a society which made 
them like this?" said Bishop Eliezer Pascua 
of the NCCP Executive Committee, citing 
an oft-quoted phrase. 

On a moral aspect, Jesus has always 
asked the people to identify with the poor, 
according to Pascua. 

The essence of Jesus’ teachings is to fight 
poverty because Jesus has always talked 
about the poor as an act of criticizing the 
present order which has contributed to the 
poverty, he said. 

"Every individual has a responsibility, 
yes, but we also have a calling for a collec- 
tive responsibility" said Pascua. 

That calling asks all he faithful not only to 


take part actively to have a just and fair soci- 
ety, but also to fight an unjust and an oppres- 
sive society, according to the NCCP official. 

The Philippines for Jesus Movement 
(PJM), for its part, said the government, too, 
should take responsibility for the sad event. 

He said poverty and hunger, which were 
the reason for the young girl's suicide, 
could be traced directly to corruption. 

The Bible says that governments should 
be “terrors against evil” and "promoters of 
goodwill,” said Bishop Dan Balais, PJM na- 
tional director. 

Governments therefore exist to take care 
of the poor and the weak. But politicians 
have corrupted the meaning of govern- 
ment, Balais said. 

"The death of the girl is the result of our 
problems of corruption, injustice and oppres- 
sion. There have been many wake-up calls 
that have remained unheeded,” he said. 


Die and you'll be arrested! Britain's most stupid laws 


From page Al 
an offense and is also by far the most ab- 
surd law in Britain, according to a survey of 
nearly 4,000 people by a television channel. 
showing a legal drama series. 

And although the lords were clad in their 
red and white ermine cloaks and ambas- 
sadors from around the world were garbed 
in colorful national costumes, at least no- 
body turned up in a suit of armor. That 
‘would have been illegal. 

Other rules deemed utterly stupid in- 
cluded one that permits a pregnant woman 
to urinate in a policeman's hat and murder- 
ing bow-and-arrow-carrying Scotsmen 
within the city walls of York in northern 
England. 

A law stating that in Liverpool, only a 
clerk in a tropical fish store is allowed to be 
publicly topless, was also ridiculous, ac- 
cording to a poll of 3,931 people for UKTV 
Gold television. 


Nearly half of those surveyed admitted to 
breaking the ban on eating mince pies on 
Christmas Day, which dates back to the 
17h century and was originally designed 
to outlaw gluttony during the rule of the 
Puritan ruler Oliver Cromwell. 

‘The “stupid” laws and other regulations 
were culled from published research into 
ancient legislation that has never been ге- 
pealed although subsequent statutes have 
rendered them obsolete. _ 

Respondents were given a short list and 
asked to vote. Voted the 10 mest ridiculous 
British laws а! 

1. It is illegal to die in the Houses of Par- 
liament (27 percent). 

2. It is an act of treason to place a postage 
stamp bearing the British monarch upside- 
down (7 percent). 

3. In Liverpool, tis illegal for a woman to 
be topless except as a clerk in a tropical fish 
store (6 percent). : 


4. Mince pies cannot be eaten on Christ- 
mas Day (5 percent). 

5. In Scotland, if someone knocks on 
your door and requires the use of your toi- 
let, you must let them enter (4 percent). 

6. A pregnant woman can legally relieve 
herself anywhere she wants, including in a 
policeman’s helmet (4 percent). 

7. The head of any dead whale found on 
the British coast automatically becomes the 
property of the king, and the tail of the 
queen (3.5 percent). 

8. Itis illegal to avoid telling the taxman 
anything you do not want him to know, but 
legal not to tell him information you do not 
mind him knowing (3 percent). 

9. It is illegal to enter the Houses of Par- 
liament in a suit of armor (3 percent). 

10. In the city of York, it is legal to mur- 
der a Scotsman within the ancient city 
walls, but only if he is carrying a bow and 
arrow (2 percent). AFP 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2007 


TIMELINE 


OCT. 11—PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo meets in Mala- 
cafiang with 100 congressmen 
over breakfast and 200 officers 
and members of the Union of 
Local Authorities of the Philip- 
pines (Ulap) over lunch, 
Lawmakers later received 


envelopes 


tween 


envelope 


| 200,000, calls it a “Christ- 
mas gift.” Secretary Cerge Re- 
monde, head of Presidential 
Management. 
Cuenco told him hi 
sure was just a "joke. 
Oct. 13—Pampanga Gov. 
Eddie Panlilio says that a 
Palace staff member in a 
barong tagalog gave him a 
brown paper bag containing 
P500,000 as he was walking 
toward his car after the Ulap 


meeting, 


barangay projects and up- 
| Coming barangay elections. 

Oct. 14—Two southern 
Luzon governors, who asked 
not to be identified, say they 
also received P500,000 each 
at the Ulap meeting. The two 
say the money had nothing to 
do with impeachment com- 
plaint against Ms Arroyo. 

Misamis Occidental Gov. 
Leo Ocampos, president of 
the League of Provinces of 
the Philippines (LPP), denies 
cash handouts at the Oct. 11 
Ulap meeting. 

Oct. 15—Panlilio retells his 
bribe story, says Bulacan Gov. 
Joselito Mendoza—not Palace 
staff—handed the bundle of 
P500,000 in P1,000 bills in a 
paper bag to his chief of staff, 
who then turned it over to 

1 him. Panlilio shows copy of a 
letter to Malacafiang to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the 

1 money and to request the 
name ofthe payer. 

Mendoza says he also got 


P200,000 
P500,000 and promises of 
pork barrel amounting to 
P70,000, says a staff member 
ofone participant. Cash rang- 
ing from P20,000 for mayors 
and up to P500,000 for gov- 
ernors were also handed out 
to drum up Ulap support for 
the dismissal of impeach- 
ment complaint against Ms 
Arroyo, says а local officer. 

Oct. 12—Cebu City Rep. 

| Antonio Cuenco admits in a 

radio interview that he got añ 


| P500,000. 


Pangasinan Rep. Rachel Are- 
mas says she got money from 
Malacaiiang, picked it up in the 

| House of Representatives, but 

1 did not elaborate. (She later 
says the money did not come 
from Malacafiang after all.) 

Baguio City Rep. Mauricio 
Domogan admits he received 
“an allowance” of P200,000 in 
the evening of Oct. 11 in the 


House 


through the Office of the 
Speaker. He says the money did 
mot come from Malacañang 
and that many other congress- 
men received allowances in the 
House that evening. 

Negros Oriental 
Emilio Macias admits he re- 
ceived P200,000 from LPR 
but says the money is not a 
bribe but is intended for the 
Oct. 29 launch of the Inte- 
grated Tax collection system 
(Tax), a project introduced 
by a German foundation. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno says “I don't know 
where the funds came гот»... 
“That's an Ulap thing. Ulap 
has its own funds." 

Oct. 16—Binalonan Mayor 
Ramon Guico, the Ulap presi- 
dent, denies any hand in the 
distribution of money He 
says Ulap has no money. 

Budget Secretary Rolando 
Andaya Jr. dismisses sugges- 
tions that the. money came 
from the Office of the Presi- 


of 


dent (OP). 


| Speaker Jose de Venecia 
denies knowledge of cash 
handouts, says he arrived 
three hours after the break- 
fast meeting. 
Manila Rep. Bienvenido 


Abante 


P500,000 in five bundles of 
P100,000 each from a person 
in a barong shirt—one of many 
; involved in the distribu- 
tion—during the Oct. 11 break- 

| fasthosted by Ms Arroyo. 
Acting Commission оп 


Blectior 


Z. Borra says law bars the use 


а 


Lies and denials 


of public funds for barangay 
elections. 

Oct. 17—Puno and Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye say 
the President was "angry" 
and “hurt” by insinuations 
that she had tolerated bribery 
in Malacafiang, the two offi- 
cials say Ms Arroyo had or- 
dered the Presidential An- 
ti-Graft Commission (PAGC) 
as early as Oct. 12 to investi- 
gate handouts. 

Oct. 18—Speaker de Vene- 
cia gives his blessing to a pro- 
posed House investigation of 
the cash gifts handed out in 
Malacafiang. 

Oct. 19—Gloria Bundoc, 
director of the Office of the 
Presidents finance office, 
says in response to Panlilio 
letter that Malacafiang has 
not disbursed any amount for 
Pampanga. 

Oct. 22—Mendoza says 
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evar- 
done, LPP secretary general, 
had told him the money was 
for community projects when 
a woman in white handed 
him the two bags for himself 
and Panlilio in room in Mala- 
сайап in the presence of In- 
terior Undersecretary Aus- 
tere Panadero, Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. (Pagcor) Vice President 
Eddie "Bong" Plaza, and an 
unidentified third man. 
Panadero confirms presence 
in Malacañang but denies in- 
volvementin handouts. 

Oct. 23—1РР publishes a 
full-page advertisement 
signed by Evardone and 28 
other governors saying that it 
“did not, as a whole, receive 
cash gifts from any Palace 
functionary during or after 
that Oct. 11 meeting, let alone 
get any instruction from any- 
body to oppose” impeachment 
case against Ms Arroyo. Evar- 
done and LPP spokesperson 
Gov. Joel Reyes of Palawan lat- 
ег daim the money given to 
Panlilio and Mendoza came 
from the LPPs “capability 
building project” (CBP). 

Pagcor spokesperson Dodie 
King says the gaming firm is 
not involved in the doleouts, 
says its funds are examined by 
the Commission on Audit. 

Ms Arroyo orders the PAGC 
to give way to the investiga- 
tion being separately con- 
ducted by Ombudsman. 

Oct. 24—Reyes says the 
money given to Mendoza and 
Panlilio came from a new 
P6-million funding window 
established on Sept. 6 that is 
still unknown to most LPP 
members, says LPP has P20 
million from annual dues 
paid by members. 

Governors Joseph Mara- 
fon of Negros Occidental, 
Carlos Jericho Petilla of 
Leyte, Salvacion Zal- 
divar-Perez of Antique, Carli- 
to Marquez of Aklan, Victor 
Tanco of Capiz, Raul Daza of 
Northern Samar and Vilma 
Santos-Recto of Batangas say 
they have neither heard of 
CBP nor have they received 
money from it. 

Oct. 25—Rep. Teofisto 
Guingona Ш says the money 
that Panlilio received in 
Malacañang came from a 
Bank of Commerce branch in 
Pampanga, based on the 
markings on the cash wrap- 
pers. 

А group of businessmen, 
erics and academics, includ- 
ing Coalition Against Corrup- 
tion chair Jose L. Cuisia Jr, 
Bishop-Businessmen’s Confer- 
ence national cochair Vicente 
Paterno, and members of the 
Makati Business Club, urges 
Ms Arroyo to create an inde- 
pendent commission to inves- 
tigate the cash distribution. 

Oct. 30—Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita denies 
knowledge of cash gifts, says 
he does not approve of cash 
handouts regardless of who 
or what was behind it. 

Nov. 6—House Deputy 
Speaker Ма. Amelita “Girlie” 
Villarosa admits she was the 
source of the P500,000 
Abante got on Oct. 11; that it 
came from the Kampi as part 
of what she called “regular 
help” to coalition members; 
and that it is a party initiative 
“without the knowledge of 
the President.” Eliza Victo- 
ria, Inquirer Research 
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Palace: No to quit call, snap polls 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
rejected calls for President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to resign 
and for the government to hold 
snap elections, reminding them 
the next presidential election 
wasstill in 2010. 

“I think we should not give 
much attention to such calls,” 
Executive Secretary Eduardo 


cannot please everybody,” Er- 
mita added. 

This as Malacafiang released 
a copy of the pastoral statement 
of 14 Mindanao-based Catholic 
bishops who sought an impar- 
tial investigation as well as pub- 
lic sobriety in the controversy 
over the now scrapped National 
Broadband Network deal and 


Doble faces raps 
for wiretapping 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVEST- 
igation has fled a criminal complaint be- 
fore the Pasay City prosecutors office 
against former military agent Vidal Doble 
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about his wiretapping activities. 

The preliminary investigation of the 
complaint against Doble for violation 
of the Anti-Wiretapping Law is sched- 
uled for today, and if he fails to appear, 
he could lose his chance to counter the 
allegations against him. 

The city prosecutor has also created 
a panel to handle the case, he added. 

The NBI said the case was filed 
based on Doble's testimony before the 
Senate in the past two months about 


calling itself the United Forces. 

Ermita said that both Ms Ar- 
royo and Vice President Noli de 
Castro were now serving out 
their respective terms after be- 
ing elected in 2004 and that 
was why he noted he could “not 
see how a group can come out 
with such suggestion without 
basis just because they're 
against the policies of the ad- 


Meanwhile, Senators Aquili- 
mo Pimentel Jr and Antonio 
Trillanes IV yesterday joined in 
the call of the so-called United 
Forces for Arroyo and De Castro 
to resign and for snap elections 
tobeheld. 

Pimentel and Trillanes were 
the highest public officials that 
signed their names on a mani- 
festo being spread on the Inter- 
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Intelligence Service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 

Doble had said that he had wire- 
tapped the phone conversation of Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo and former 
elections commissioner Virgilio Garcil- 
Jano, wherein the chief executive was 
heard asking about her lead in the vote 
counting for the 2004 presidential 
election. Leila B. Salaverria 
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11M Pinoys among 1B living on less than $1/day 


From page Al 


and countries in transition in 
2003, the Philippines was 
ranked  72nd—the highest 


; among the Southeast Asian na- 


tions included in the study. 

The Philippines had a Glob- 
al Hunger Index (GHD of 
17.55, which indicates a “seri- 
ous problem" in hunger. Be- 
larus, a former member of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics, topped the list with а 
GHI of 1.59. 


Grandchildren 

Francisco Inorme, 78, can be 
considered one of the world's 
most deprived. 

He makes a living by mend- 
ing shoes in a stall beside the 
Barangay UP Campus clinic 
Diliman, Quezon City. 

Asked where he lives, he 
points at a house across the 
street, where he rents a small 
room for P1,000 a month. 

He supports his wife, sick in- 
laws (who live on Batasan 
Road) and some of his children, 
most of whom already have 
their own families. 

"Sometimes my children will 
drop by" Inorme says, a native 
of Masbate. “They'd tell me, 'Pa- 
pa, your grandchild has nothing 
to eat.’ So ГЇЇ give them a hun- 
dred pesos and botrow food 
from a karinderya in Krus na 
Ligas." (Krus na Ligas is a near- 
by barangay.) 

Inorme, who charges P40 per 


« pair of shoes, says on good days 


he earns P200 a day. But divid- 
ing this daily income equally 
among himself, his wife and his 
wife's parents gives him a share 
of a meager Р50 a day "And 
these are on good days,” says 
Inorme. 

"There have been weeks 
where I only earn one hundred 
pesos a day.” 

The IFPRI study shows that 
Inorme could be out of poverty 
if interventions could be made. 


The study, presented at the 
2020 Conference in Beijing that 
IFPRI organized, identified the 
world’s poorest and the policies 
that could help them move out 
of poverty. 

‘The study was conducted to 
see if the first of the eight Mil- 
lennium Development Goals 
(MDGs)—to halve the number 
of people living in extreme 
poverty and hunger by 
2015—can be achieved. 

The MDGs were contained in 
the Millennium Declaration 
adopted by 189 member-states 
of the United Nations in 
September 2000. 

The study found that the 
world had made considerable 
progress in reducing the num- 
ber of people living on less than 
$1 a day from 28.6 percent in 
1990 to 18.0 percent in 2004. 

But it said economic growth 
did not have the same impact 
оп those considered poor. In- 
come growth benefited those 
just below the poverty line, but 
not the most deprived. 

The study said that of those 
subsisting on less than a dollar a 
day, half a billion lived on less 
than 75 cents a day (medial 
poor) and 162 million on less 
than 50 cents (ultra poor). 


Seventh most populous 

“This is a significant number 
of people: If all of the ultra poor 
were concentrated in a single 
nation, it would be the world's 
seventh most populous country 
after China, India, the United 
States, Indonesia, Brazil and 
Pakistan,” IFPRI зай 

The Philippines is not one of 
the countries included in the 
study, but in response to e-mailed 
questions, Veronica O'Connor 
from IFPRI provided poverty 
statistics on the Philippines. 

She said that 13.5 percent or 
about 11 million Filipinos lived 
on less than $1 a day; 9.1 per- 
cent or 7.4 million are subjacent 
poor (living on 75 cents to $1) 


You called. 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


ELATED BY REPORTS THAT 
fewer families rated them- 
selves as poor this year, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday stepped up her an- 
tipoverty program by releas- 
ing P1 billion more to fund 
programs that aim to miti- 
gate hunger in the country 
for the remaining two 
months of the year. 

‘The other day, Ms Arroyo 
said the people were now 
feeling the benefits of the im- 
proved economy after noting 
a Social Weather Stations 
survey showing that self-rat- 
ed poverty had been at the 


relatively low range of 47 to 53 
percent since September 2006, 
down 6 percentage points from 
55 to 59 percent from Decem- 
ber 2005 to June 2006. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said that the decline “roughly 
translates to five million Filipinos.” 

At a Hunger Task Force meet- 
ing at the Manila Hotel, Ms Ar- 
royo ordered the budget depart- 
ment to release the money im- 
mediately to the concerned gov- 
ernment agencies. 

While last year’s antihunger 
program focused on providing 
affordable food and creating 
more jobs, the government this 
time wanted to concentrate on 
increasing food production and 


crease. On average, poverty 


GMA orders additional PIB | E 


times higher for the medial 


for antipoverty program ee 


Poverty traps 

But the poverty rates for the 
ultra poor are nearly four times 
higher in rural areas than in ur- 
ban areas. 


making food delivery more 
efficient. 

“And in order to increase 
food production, we will push 
for programs for poultry, pi ‘The study also said that the co- 
gery and livestock, ta. incidence of severe and persistent. 
ture, irrigation, vegetables for | poverty and hunger indicated the 
the masses and fisheries,” she | presence of poverty traps—condi- 
said. tions from which individuals or 

"Toenhanceefficiencyoflo- | groups cannot emerge without 
istics and food delivery, Ms | the help of others, 
Arroyo said the government 
programs consist of the food 
for school program, the 


The three most common 
traps are the inability of poor 
p households to invest in the edu- 
barangay terminal and tinda- | cation of their children, the lim- 
han natin, and thecreationof | ited access to credit for those 
a nongovernmental organi- | with few assets, and the lack of 
zation network to support | productive labor of the hungry. 
feeding programs, among | ' Within a trap, “poverty 
others. begets poverty and hunger 


and 4.4 percent or 3.6 million 
were medial poor (living on 50 
to 75 cents). There is no figure 
for the ultra poor (living on less 
than 50 cents). 

She said these figures were 
calculated from the POVCAL 
(Program For Calculating Pover- 
ty Measures From Grouped Da- 
ta) website, a compilation of 
poverty data from country 
household surveys and posted 
on the Web by the World Bank. 

The most unfortunate conse- 
quence of widespread poverty is 
that more than 800 million peo- 
ple cannot afford an adequate 
diet, according to the study. 


Hunger index 

Progress in meeting the 
hunger MDG was examined by 
using the Global Hunger Index 
(GHI), which includes three in- 
dicators—the proportion of 
people who are food-energy de- 
ficient as estimated by the Food 


You listened. 


and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), the prevalence of under- 
weight in children under the 
age of 5 as estimated by the 
World Health Organization, 
and the under-S mortality rate 
as estimated by United Nations 
Children's Fund. 

The ranking showed that the 
hot spots of hunger were also in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, which indi- 
cates a direct relationship be- 
tween hunger and poverty. 

O'Connor said that the GHI 
index of 17.55 for the Philip- 
pines was derived from 22 per- 
cent of people who are calorie 
deficient for 2000-02, 27.4 per- 
cent of children under-5 who 
were underweight in 2003, and 
a mortality rate of 36 per 1,000, 
or 3.6 percent, for under-5. 

The percentages roughly cor- 
respond to 17.6 million Fil- 
ipinos who are calorie deficient; 
2.2 million Filipino children un- 
der 5 who are underweight; 


begets hunger,” the study said. 

The study noted that the slow 
and 0.3 million Filipino chil- progress in. reducing ultra 
dren dying before their fifth poverty and the relative lack of 
birthday each year. success in reaching the very 

“Poor households and individ- poorest clearly demonstrated 
uals are unable to achieve food that "business as usual" would 
security, have inadequate re- notbe good enough toreach the 
sources for care, or cannot utilize poorest within an acceptable 
resources for health on a sustain- timeframe. 


able basis,” the study said. То help the poorest move out 
of poverty, IFPRI suggested the 
Far from roads, schools improvement of access to mar- 


The study also found that “the kets and basic services for those 
poorest and most undernour- in the most remote rural areas, 
ished households are located greater investment in education 
farthest from roads, markets, for those with few assets, and 
schools, and health services the prevention of child malnu- 
and “adults in ultra poverty аге trition. 
significantly less likely to beed- IFPRI was established їп 
ucated, be they male or female.” 1975 and is one of the 15 agri- 
Despite the global trend of cultural research centers that 
poverty shifting toward urban receive funding from govern- 
areas, the incidence of poverty ments, private foundations, and 
is still higher in rural areas, ће international and regional or- 
study said. ganizations, most of which are 
As poverty deepens, the in- members of the Consultative 
come disparities between rural Group on International Agricul- 
and urban areas tend to in- tural Research. 
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Kin of slain Marines urge 
gov't: Avenge their deaths 


Pinay maid in HK 
jailed for blackmail 


By Philip C. Tubeza On the day she left, Elum- 
baring left a CD in the chil- 
А HONG KONG JUDGE YE: dren's room. She then sent a 
terday sentenced a 35-year- text message to the com- 
old Filipino domestic helper plainantand told her to check 
to 20 months in jail for trying йош. 
to blackmail her employer “After she [the employer] 
whom she caught having an viewed the CD, she found 
extra-marital affair which she that it contained images of 
recorded on her cell phone her boyfriend walking in and 
video camera. out of her bedroom,” said 
Elma 1. Elumbaring, of government counsel Franco 
Dipolog, Zamboanga del Kuan. 
Norte, pleaded guilty to  Blumbaring also informed 
blackmail, having demanded her former employer that she 
НК$50,000 from her female “made the CD because [the 
employer in exchange for not complainant] had once ac- 
sending copies of the video to cused [her] of stealing, and 
the latter's husband and two as a result, her contract had 
young children. not been renewed,” Kuan 
The video footage, which said. 
the maid transferred to a Then last Aug. 10, Elum- 
compact dise showed scenes baring demanded that her 
ofher employer in herunder- former employer deposit 
wear and her lover walkingin HK$50,000 in a bank account 
and out of her bedroom. of a friend and warned that 
The maid claimed she was she would inform the com- 
only trying to get back at her plainants husband and chil- 
employer for accusing her of dren about the CD if she did 
theft and for refusing to re- пог get the money. 
new her contract last July. The complainant went to 
“Blackmail is one of the the police who arrested 
ugliest crimes. It is like an at- Elumbaring on Aug. 17. 
tempted murder of thesoul..._ When interviewed by the po- 
For the offense, [Elumbaring] lice, Elumbaring said: "She 
is ordered to serve a 20- accused me first.” 
month prison term,” said Dis- ^ The police confiscated 
trict Court Judge Andrew from Elumbaring a Sony Eric- 
Chan in his ruling. sson cell phone that still con- 
The complainant em- tained a copy of the incrimi- 
ployed Elumbaring from Au- mating video. They also 


By Nikko Dizon 


THEY ARE THANKFUL FOR THE CONTINUED. 
assistance the Philippine Marine Corps has been 
giving them, like the cash prize from a popular 
noontime show that they shared, but the fami- 
lies and friends of the Marine soldiers brutally 
killed in two separate debacles almost four 
months ago in Basilan called on the govem- 
ment to avenge their deaths. 

Yesterday, widows with children and 
other family members in tow, had the rare 
chance to get together at the Marines head- 
quarters in Fort Bonifacio where their hus- 
bands were remembered by the corps as it 
celebrated its 57th anniversary. 

Bravely holding back her tears, Juliet 
Simbajon, 34, said she wanted the Abu 
Sayyaf bandits who beheaded her hus- 
band, Sgt. Cayetano Simbajon, captured, 

Juliet was seven months pregnant when 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
ambushed her husband's convoy in Baran- 
gay Ginanta, Al-Barka town in Basilan 
while on its way back to their headquarters 
after a futile search for kidnapped Italian 
priest, Giancarlo Bossi. 

Fourteen Marines were killed. Simbajon 
and nine others were beheaded and muti- 
lated by the bandits. 

Itis hard to talk about the loss ofa loved. 
one, said Melanie Castañeda, 29, whose 
boyfriend, Ist Lt. Roldan Somera, was 
among the 15 Marine officers and soldiers 
killed after they assaulted the camp of ASG 
leader, Furuji Indama, in Unkaya Pukan 
town on Aug. 18. 

“Tm trying my best to move on for our 
son," Castafieda said in Filipino. 

The government then had just declared 
an all-out offensive against the bandits to 
avenge the Marines deaths. 
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gust 2005 until July 31 this 
year when she did not renew 
the Filipinas contract after 
accusing her of theft. 


searched the house of her 
new employer and found a 
Nokia cell phone there, Kuan 
said. 
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‘They recognize thatthe use of licensed software creates innovation and contribute 
io the growth of the Information and Communications Technology industry 


of the benefits of increased productivity and efficiency using Autodesk, Inc's” 
licensed software in its drafting and design processes. 

тиеу believe thatthe use of unlicensed software, which is a criminal offence under, 
the Intellectual Property Law of the Philipines, must be put toa stop. 
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Nokia Nseries presents, the new Nokia №77. — . 
Make calls, shoot photos, listen to music, surf online 
and now, watch your favorite shows. 
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Once a dictator 


N APRIL 19, 2005, SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA, 

with Senate President Franklin Drilon in atten- 

dance, conferred the Congressional Medal of 
Achievement on Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf. 
The award, a characteristically ebullient De Venecia said, 
was in "recognition of his pivotal role in strengthening 
democracy, representative democracy and the rule of law 

in Pakistan." 

EDITORIAL Memo to De Venecia: Can we take 
the damn thing back? 

Last Saturday Musharraf the Army general who 
seized power in Pakistan in 1999 and then gradually re- 
stored democracy over the years, declared a state of 
emergency, citing imminent terrorist threats to the secu- 
rity of the state. He has since detained the chief justice of 
his country’s Supreme Court and arrested over 700 
protesting lawyers. More lawyers have taken to the 
streets; the other day, riot police clashed with hundreds 
of lawyers in the city of Multan. 

Itis no coincidence that the rule of law was the first ca- 
sualty in Musharraf's declaration of martial law—the 
once and future dictator was facing a suit before the 
country’s highest court, which could disqualify him from 
the presidency he had just won in less than credible elec- 
tions. It is no coincidence that martial rule's first de- 
tainee was Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad 
Chaudhry—Musharraf had already tried to oust his for- 
mer ally turned political independent earlier (the chief 
justice was reinstated after four months). Itis also no co- 
incidence that the state of emergency was imposed in 
the aftermath of opposition leader Benazir Bhutto's re- 
turn from exile—the army chief had unsuccessfully tried 
to dissuade his most potent rival from returning, be- 
cause of alleged threats on her life. Indeed, upon her ar- 
rival, a powerful bomb exploded near the vehicle she 
was riding, instantly killing over a hundred well-wish- 
ers. 

(For purposes of understanding the situation in Pak- 
istan, it may be instructive to imagine what would have 
happened in the Philippines if opposition leader Ninoy 
Aquino had survived the attempt on his life on Aug. 21, 
1983. Perhaps martial law would have been reim- 
posed.) 

Musharraf's declaration, therefore, does not come as а 
surprise. And those who like Anak ng Mindanao party- 
list Rep. Mujiv Hataman refused to applaud when 
Musharraf addressed the joint session of the House and 
Senate in April 2005 deserve to be recognized. “He has 
no moral ascendancy to lecture us on the fine points of 
democracy,” Hataman had said then. 

‘Ata meeting Musharraf called last Monday, the Inter- 
national Herald Tribune reported, the diplomatic corps 
in Islamabad found that the Pakistani president seemed 
“more focused on vanquishing his political rivals than on 
fighting terrorism.” A key paragraph reads: “At the meet- 
ing, the general primarily railed against his political op- 
ponents, with special venom reserved for the Supreme 
Court. When asked by a diplomat to describe specific 
plans to crack down on terrorists, Musharraf gave only a 
vague answer.” 

Because of the massive military aid (some $10 billion 
since 9/11) that the United States has been pumping in- 
to Pakistan, in its still-futile search for Osama bin Laden 
in the country's nether regions, the support of the US 
government is crucial to the survival of the Musharraf 
regime (or, indeed, of any pro-Western, post-Musharraf 
administration). 

‘At that Monday meeting, the American ambassador 
took the Pakistani president to task for his “extraordinar- 
ily heavy-handed measures.” Any sting these words may 
have had, however, was lost in translation, after US Pres- 
ident George W. Bush sent deliberately mixed signals 
traveling at the speed of sound. He urged Musharraf to 
call for new elections and to step down from his position 
as army chief, but he also praised his ally as “a strong 
fighter against extremists and radicals.” (Top Bush offi- 
cials started issuing mixed signals right after martial law 
was declared.) 

US leaders may be disposed to continue waltzing with 
dictators, as it had done with Ferdinand Marcos. But that 
dangerous dance had long-term ill effects on the Wilso- 
nian spirit that drives much of America’s diplomacy. In a 
world made “safe for democracy,” democracy is always 
the better alternative. 
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"IT WAS AS SIMPLE AND UNCOMPLICATED AS 
shooting demonstrators in the streets. Embar- 
rassed by smuggled video and photographs that 
showed their people rising up against them, the 
generals simply switched off the Intenet.” 

Pakistan today, right? Wrong. Its Burma. 
That's how the junta blacked out coverage of 
the “Saffron Revolution's" suppression, Seth 
Mydans of The New York Times reported. Gov- 
ernment owns one of the country's two Inter- 
net providers. The other belongs to the intelli- 
gence chief's son. 

No such problem bugged Ferdinand Marcos. 
In September 1972, Internet was a gleam in 
the eyes of its inventors, Oxford physicist Tim 
Berners Lee and Venton Cerf and computer en- 
gineer Roy Tomlinson. Marcos padlocked the 
media, jailed journalists, then squeezed the 
“mosquito press.” The Philippine Journalism 
Review, for example, carried an insightful sur- 
vey of mimeo papers, published mainly by 
Catholic groups, challenging the dictatorshi 

Even with martial law, Pervez Musharraf is 
finding Internet harder to leash than Than 
Shwe's paranoid junta. His country is far larg- 
er. Agence France Presse reports that gagged 
Pakistan cable TV stations run Internet clips. 
News-starved audiences tripled even as the 
ratings for government media sagged. 

Here again is the old lesson dictators never 
grasped: The credibility of state mouthpieces, 
sooner rather than later, will hit rock bottom. 

Musharraf's broadcasters or the "New Light 
of Myanmar" command as much credence as 
did Marcos’ Philippine Daily Express. The only 
thing you believed was the obituary page. 
“Their credibility is so low that ... even Presi- 
dent Marcos admits the press has become too 
sycophantic and obsequious,” The New York 
Times’ Sidney Schanberg wrote. 

In China, Burma, and now Pakistan, the 
question is: Can Internet buck repression? 

"Technology is making it harder for dicta- 
tors to draw a curtain of secrecy.” Mydans 
wrote. “It is not clear how much longer the 
generals can hold back the future.” 

Or is talk of the Web's potential to shred dic- 


A FRIEND OF MINE PUTS IT THIS WAY: 
whether Moslemen Macarambon is really а 
protégé of Virgilio Garcillano ог not isn't the 
point. He can't make the Commission on Elec- 
tions any better or worse than it already is. We 
want clean elections, ers change all the com- 
missioners. We want clean elections, lets 
change the Comelec. 

Tagree. If Macarambon were a Garci protégé, 
all he'd do is lend credence to the text joke that 
says: “GMA has appointed a Garci protégé to 
the Comelec. She means to cheat again in 
2010!" Though while at that, that is a prescient 
observation—about GMAs lack of desire to 
leave after 2010. In this topsy-turvy world, a 
joke has a way of being truth, and truth joke. 

Otherwise, we want clean elections, finding, 
or putting, a just man or two in the Comelec 
isn't going to do the trick. Even Lot gave up on 
the idea and left Sodom and Gomorrah to God's 
tender mercies. I said pretty much the same 
thing a month ago when some business and 
civic groups welcomed Benjamin Abalos’ resig- 
nation with the words, “Finally, we can have 
clean elections.” My question was: Why so? 

Of course, as head of the Comelec, Abalos 
was in a powerful position to teach his fellows 
virtue, ог how to accurately count votes, ог 
vice, or how to accurately count bills. His ap- 
pearance in the Senate on the ZTE deal shows 
‘what direction he took. But you have a boss 
like that, you can always complain. You can al- 
ways howl in protest to high heaven. I did not 
hear any of the commissioners do so. 

1 did not hear any one of them do so when 
the "Hello Garci” tape came out, as vicious a 
thwarting of the electoral will as you can find, 
and demand that Garcillano be made to pay for 
his crime, tarnishing as he did the reputation 
of the office they love. I did not hear any one of 
them do so when Lintang Bedol produced elec- 
tion results in Maguindanao that Ripley him- 
self would not have believed, and demand that 
he be put behind bars and pay restitution to 
Koko Pimentel, whose rightful place in the 
Senate he denied. 1 did not hear any one of 


tatorship merely wish fathering thought? Well- 
wired countries, like the United Arab Emirates 
and China, cash in on cyberspace benefits but 
block free flow of information, notes the At- 
lantic Monthly. “Censorship techniques in these 
places have become more supple over time.” 

State-sponsored clamps on the Net, in fact, 
have spiraled, a study of websites across 120 
Internet service providers in 41 countries 
found. Content filtering was documented in 25 
of the countries surveyed. In 2002, such "state- 
mandated net filtering" occurred in “a couple" 
of states. 

Researchers for OpenNet Initiative were 
drawn from the University of Toronto, Harvard” 
Law School, Oxford and Cambridge. The study 
picked countries for the analysis with this пи 
criteria: where there was “the most to learn 
about government online surveillance.” 

‘Among the countries which filter most are: 
Burma, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
‘Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
Websites and services, such as Skype and 
Google Maps, were blocked. 

“Net filtering almost always happens in the 
shadows,” John Palfrey of Harvard Law School 
told the BBC. “There has also been an increase 
їп the scale, scope and sophistication of Inter- 
net filtering.” 

‘The ONI report says that three objectives 
underpin filtering: politics and power, security 
‘concerns, such as terrorist groups, and social 
norms, like pornography or hate speech. “But 
once filtering starts, it is applied to a broad 
range of content. (It) can be used for expand- 
ing government control of cyberspace,” often 
against its citizens. 

“China proved that the mass of casual 
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them do so when Abalos awarded the bid to 
computerize canvassing to a company that 
wasn't qualified to bid, and demand that it give. 
back to the taxpayers the billions they lost in 
that deal made in hell. 

I not only did not hear them violently 
protest any of this, 1 heard them enthusiastical- 
ly endorse all of this. No, the problem isn't just 
Abalos, its the entire Comelec. The solution 
isn't just Abalos resigning, it's all the commis- 
sioners resigning. 

Indeed, more than that: The problem isn' just 
the commissioners, its the person who appoint- 
ей them to begin with. Its the person who ap- 
pointed Virgilio Garcillano, its the person who 
appointed Lintang Bedol, its the person who ap- 
pointed Benjamin Abalos. Why can we finally 
have clean elections with the disappearance of 
Abalos when the person who appointed him, 
coddled him and benefited from his inability to 
see, hear and say evil is still around? 1 did say 
there was nothing more ludicrous than the busi- 
ness and civic groups tripping all over them- 
selves recommending to GMA the right man, or 
‘woman, for the job, forgetting that where GMA 
stood, Abalos was the right man for the job. 

Мо, the problem isn’t just the appointed offi- 
cials, ©з the appointing power. The problem isn't 
just the election commissioners, its the presump- 
tive President. The solution isn't just ай the com- 
missioners resigning, it's GMA resigning. 

But even this still misses the point. For even 
if we could do the impossible, or seemingly im- 
possible, and remove all the commissioners, 
change the Comelec, and make GMA disap- 
pear from our lives, we still would not get 
clean elections. There is in fact only one way to 
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surfers can be effectively blinkered by a com- 
mitted regime," censoring even key words like 
“democracy” and “Falun Gong,” Matthew 
Quirk writes in “The Web Police.” “Even text 
messages are now perused." 

Aside from police tactics, pocketbook clout 
compels private Internet companies to self- 
censor, notes Xiao Qiang, who directs the Chi- 
na Internet Project at the University of Califor- 
nia, Berkeley. “And there's the Great Firewall, 
which blocks hundreds of thousands of web- 
sites outside of China.” 

Control of the Internet has become an in- 
dustry in itsel! 

“But China is hardly alone.” Liberal democ- 
racies also filter the Web. "Google first cen- 
sored its search engine on a state's behalf, пог 
їп January to assist China but four years ago." 
This complied with hate-speech codes in Ger- 
many France and Switzerland. 

Worldwide, the main target of government 
filters is not political speech but pornography, 
as in Singapore. In Muslim states, sites featur- 
ing women's lingerie, alcohol, other religions 
and criticism of slam are blocked. 

‘There's irony in Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Iftikhar Chaudhry's order of March 2006 to block 
Internet sites displaying Mohammed cartoons. 
Those gagged sites prevented full Net coverage 
of his ouster by Musharraf. Now, Pakistan blocks 
even bloggers. Free spirited bloggers, like 
Manuel L. Quezon Ш or former PCGG Commis- 
sioner Ruben Carranza, would wither there. 

But savvy users can drill holes through the 
Internet firewall to keep ahead of censors. In 
Cuba, a black market in Internet access has 
sprung up. Information about China seeps out 
despite the massive censorship. 

In “unplugged nations,” like Burma and Pak- 
istan, we see the latest of the long story of how 
news stories get through, from Cleopatra's 
messenger to Reuters’ carrier pigeons, the US 
pony express to ships, telegraph, telephone, 
telex and today's computers. And censors in- 
variably lost those races. 


E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com 


Footnote to a farce 


do so: That is by jailing those who wrought and 
benefited from dirty elections and restoring 
the victims to their rightful place. Crime and 
punishment—that is a universal, inviolable, 
unshakeable principle. Where there's a crime 
there must be punishment. Where there's no 
punishment, there's encouragement, and the 
crime will happen again and again. 

However you criticize the Jews, they are 
awe-inspiring in their recognition, and prosecu. 
tion, of that principle. They did not just shrug 
their shoulders and say, “Nandyan na yan. 
‘we've lost six million of our own, we can't do it 
thing about it, lets just rebuild our lives and 
move on.” They tracked to the very last man anc! 
woman and to the very ends of the earth all 
those who wrought, or participated, in the ob 
scenity that was the Holocaust. There is no way 
you can move on without closure, and there is 
no way you can have closure without justice 
Tve said this again and again, and I will say thi- 
again and again: Life does not move on from an 
unpunished crime, death does. 

Whether it's adding one or two just men, cr 
women, to the Comelec, or removing the com 
missioners and their appointing power whole 
sale and finding their appropriate replace 
ments, its still an exercise in futility, or seli 
delusion. It's reflective of a diseased kind ot 
thinking that says you can build a grand edifice 
on the bones of the dead. Which is the kind ot 
thinking we've been afflicted with for a long 
time, and which grows worse by the da 
backed up as it is by facile and idiotic judy 
ments that say harping on crime and punish 
ment is "being negative" and ignoring or 
sweeping under the rug is "being positive.” As 
any architect will tell you, you raise a building 
оп rotten foundations and you'll have a pile ot 
rubble at the first hint of an earthquake—i 
you're lucky not to see it collapse all by itself. 

We keep forgiving and forgetting crime 
while chattering "Lets move оп," we won't 
move forward, we'll move backward. Or 
haven't you felt that sensation of reeling ot 
falling these last few years? 
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THE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NEWLY- 
resumed Congress remind us that the elections of 
2010 are really just around the corner. The leader- 
ship issue in the House of Representatives has been 
resolved, thankfully, with the decision of Lakas- 
CMD's three top leaders to stay politically united for 
the sake of the party. Former President Fidel Ramos, 
the party's founder, lost no time asserting that the 
Arroyo administration is strong enough to finish its 
‘mandate. All these developments are clearly geared 
not only to help President Macapagal-Arroyo sur- 
vive various crises, but also to strengthen the ad- 
ministration party's hand in the coming elections. 

Interestingly, the opposition began floating 
two names as a prospective team for 2010: 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay and Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, To which the administration party quick- 
ly countered by floating the names of Quezon City 
Mayor Sonny Belmonte and Sen. Bong Revilla, 
the latter as “pangtapat” for Jinggoy. All these, 
however, are obviously just floaters: Belmonte 
has never been known to be interested in any 
higher post; Binay is saddled with a lot of political 
baggage; and Estrada and Revilla cannot be taken 
seriously by any stretch of the imagination, 

Note that the politicians who are perceived 
as real candidates for 2010—Senate President 
Manuel Villar, Sen. Mar Roxas and Panfilo Lac- 
sonare just watching the developments qui- 
etly, with nothing more heard from them be- 
yond Roxas’ remark that it’s too early to think 
about 2010. But soon enough the political pot 
will begin to boil, and realignments should 
quickly emerge. Central to them will be the 
Lakas-CMD as the biggest political group but 
which, at the moment, does not have viable 
candidates for 2010. ae 

At the National Conference on Climate Change 
sponsored by Albay Gov. Joey Sarte Salceda, Sorso- 
gon Gov. Sally Lee talked to me in the hope of reach- 
ing the highest decision-makers. Lee is trying to 
convince them that it would be far better and more 
sensible to help Sorsogon find a lasting solution to 
the perennial eruptions of its very restive Mt. Bulu- 
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san and lahar problem, instead of resorting to tem- 
porary relief measures such as mass evacuations, 
which only lead to enormous wastage of funds and 
resources. Just in Bulusan’s eruptions last July, 
nearly 100,000 Sorsoganons living in permanent 
danger zones were displaced; when the rains came, 
lahar flowed into six municipalities, the most affect- 
ed of which was Irosin. The Provincial Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council conducts disaster-preparedness 
training year-round, Lee pointed out, but the prob- 
lem is that when the danger abates somewhat, peo- 
ple go back to their homes. 

‘This unending cycle of rescue and “normal- 
cy” unfortunately ties up precious government 
resources, and while school buildings serve as 
temporary evacuation sites, classes are disrupt- 
ed, stressed Lee. What Sorsogon needs to do is 
to create new communities where those in 
perennial danger will have new livelihood op- 
portunities and can lead "safe, uninterrupted 
and productive lives,” she added. Two parcels 
of land in Irosin have been identified as reloca- 
tion sites. I can see the urgency of the problem. 
and Lee's solution is sensible. Recall that to 
solve the lahar problem of Mt. Pinatubo, the 
Ramos administration had to construct dikes at 
the cost of billions. The same thing has to be 
done in Sorsogon: the government has to bite 
the bullet to save lives and resources. 

Definitely the grandmother of all annual 
Christmas bazaars is the "Marche Christmas 
Bazaar” (Nov. 17-18, 2007 at the Makati Sports 
Club in Salcedo Village, Makati). Run by the 
Marche International Foundation headed by its 


president, Yu Ming Chin, and vice president Myr- 
na Alimurung, the two-day bazaar will feature a 
wide selection of imported and local novelties, 
handcrafted jewelry, hand-painted glass vases, 
mountain caivings from Zambales, Ikea and Toys 
“R” Us products, brand apparel and bags, Asian 
and local antiques from Souvenirs Antique Shop, 
export overruns and many other items. Among 
those joining are the Trappist Monks of Tloilo 
(who will be selling their delicious fruit pre- 
serves) and various food merchants (who will sell 
regional delicacies such as bangus, lechon, Chi- 
nese lumpia and siomai). Axis Global Techno 
gies will give premium discounts on laptops, di 
tal cameras, iPods, etc., while American Gardens 
will have a buy-one, take-one promo. Asin pre 
ous years, the Marche Bazaar will benefit a num- 
ber of philanthropic foundations such as the Ris- 
ing Phoenix Foundation, which is sponsoring a 
grand raffle to expand its drug rehabilitation cen- 
ter in Tagaytay. Call Myrna Alimurung at 0917- 
5368-413 or the secretariat 637-5638. 

Over the years, I've strived to help young 
artists because I realize how tough it is for them 
to survive. Caffé Puccini at The Global City will 
present tenor Juan Alberto Gaerlan in “Ап 
Evening of Italian & Neapolitan Songs” this Sat- 
'urday, Nov. 10, and on Nov. 24 at 8 p.m. He will 
serenade diners with popular melodies like “О 
Sole Mio,” “Funiculi, Funicula” and "La Donna e 
Mobile.” Gaerlan, who is managed by the Philip- 

іле Opera Company under soprano Karla Patri- 
Ча Gutierrez, trained at the UP College of Music 
and subsequently under various musical per- 
sonalities abroad. He completed his profession- 
al diploma studies in Western Opera at the 
Hongkong Academy for Performing Arts where 
he graduated with distinction. He has had exten- 
sive singing experience abroad and represented 
the country at the Rosa Ponselle International 
Voice Competition in Washington, Р.С, where 
jury chair Maestro Igor Chichagov took him as a 
personal scholar and protégé. For inquiries, call 
Philippine Opera Company 892-8786 or Caffe 
Puccini at 816-3054 and 3055. 


Rock and refuge: NPC then 


IT WAS OUR ROCK AND REFUGE. IT WAS OUR 
sanctuary during the dying days of martial rule. 
Thatwas the National Press Club for us in the ear- 
1y 1980s. 

Many of us were greenhorns in journalism 
then, upstart freelancers from the so-called 
“mosquito press” (OK, alternative, and some- 
times underground—and underwater if you were 
the “Ichthys” type) who made bold forays into the 
mainstream media and were continually at odds 
with the Marcos military. Hunted, surveilled, "in- 
vited,” manacled and thrown into ja 

Standing tall by the banks of the Pasig River was 
the NPC which was founded and built by the gen- 
eration of journalists before ours, a good number 
of whom bore the brunt of military fury when the 
reign of terror began in 1972. The founders did 
not build the NPC in the 1950s for the purpose that. 
served us in the 1980s. It was supposed to be a 
club, a watering hole for the old boys who wanted 
to unwind after a day's work at the editorial office 
or on the beat. Not long after, the culturati and the 
literati also made it their haunt. 

Vicente Manansala's mural on lawanit in the 
dining hall gave it ambience. The mural (gone and 
sold I don't know where) withstood the smoke, 
grime and slime from overbearing journalists who 
thought the masterpiece was their birthright. 

But when darkness descended on the media in 
1972 and caught many of them off-guard, the 
NPC began to get transformed from a happy-hour 
place into a fortress. It was no longer just a water- 
ing hole but also a gathering hall for those who 
valued press freedom. 

In the 1980s, it was our upstart generation's 
turn to flock to the place and turn it into our 
refuge and sanctuary. The Plaridel Hall (named 
after hero Marcelo H. del Pilar) on the third floor 
was a favorite venue, not just of journalists, but 
also of those from other sectors (labor, church, 
students, urban poor, civil society) who wanted 
to say something loud and subversive. 

Thave kept two embroidered NPC patches with 
the words "Don't shoot journalists.” That was 
when journalists were considered endangered 


THIS INVOLVES SOME ARTS AND CRAFTS, BUT 
it's something you can do in school, at home, in 
your office (during breaktime, of course) and you 
will only need scissors, some paste, some card- 
board and a stamp. Whoever thought you and I 
would share a Martha Stewart moment? But it's 
fora good cause. 

You'll find, at the bottom of this column, the 
design for the postcard we intend to mail to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo tomorrow. If you'd like to 
join us, meet us at the foot of the Ninoy Aquino 
statue in Ayala Avenue, at 11:30 a.m. At 12 noon, 
sharp, we're going to make our way to the Makati 
Central Post Office, to line up, get stamps and 
send our postcard directly to the President. We 
expect everything to be done by 1 p.m. If you 
‘work in the area, you might want to get permi 
sion from your boss to get a little extra grace pet 
od from your lunch break. Or if you're a boss, you 
may want to let your workers know that you 
‘won't penalize them for taking a few extra min- 
utes from work, to satisfy their civic conscience, 


Dear Ate Gb, 


| am sorry, You are evicted! na, 


Sincerely, 


as. 
“Koya mong gaguhin ang lang tao ва lahat ng panahon. | 
Kaya mang gaguhin ang iq iso sa karing panaan: | 
Paro dimo kayang дэмо ong lanat ng tao tall 
— 


долгап Unon 


Festa desea e ach ans има мәете 


HUMAN 
FACE 


Ma. Ceres P Doyo 


species. (We are again endangered now) We 
wore them on our sleeves, lapels and breast pock- 
ets. wanted to wear them again recently, but the 
year on them would make me look dated indeed. 

But what other activities, aside from forums 
and discussions, did journalists plot and hatch at 
the NPC during those martial law days? 

We did books! And I have copies of those 
books. We did “Press Freedom Under Siege” Vol- 
ume 1 (1984) and Volume 2 (1985). It was the 
Women Writers in Media Now (Women) that 
poured a lot into these books. I remember staying 
late up to NPC's closing time with Jo-Ann Q. 
Maglipon and Noree A. Briscoe so we could finish 
the book on time. We called ourselves the NPC's 
Committee to Protect Writers’ Rights (writers’ 
warts, we told ourselves). Bogie Tence-Ruiz did 
the art work on the covers: a typewriter with 
barbed wire for keys for the first volume and a 
mock-up of a censored manuscript of a human 
rights story for the second volume. 

‘We thought we had it all done well but when 
the finished product came out, we saw that the 
spelling of the word “siege” on the book spine was 
“seige.” That was a most important word and it 
was misspelled! It became a collector's item. 

We thought one volume would be enough but 
when the repression continued, we had to come 
out with another volume. NPC president Antonio 
Ma. Nieva and We Forum (later Malaya) publish- 
er and editor Jose Burgos had just emerged from 
the military stockade, 

The articles (essays, investigative stories, column 
pieces) in the two volumes were those that got jour- 
nalists into trouble with the powers-that-be, plus 


Postcard Power! 


THE LoNc VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


Ог, wherever you may be, there's surely a post 
office near you. And here's where the arts and 
crafts comes in. You can clip out the bigger por- 
tion, below, with our message, and paste it to a 
piece of cardboard, and on the other side, you can. 
paste the smaller image, which is the design for the 
front of the postcard. Fill it out, add a stamp, and 
mailit. If you and some friends have access to a Xe- 
rox machine, you could make as many postcards 
as you have sheets of paper (and toner). This is a 
particularly satisfying use of office supplies if your 
boss happens to bea crony ofthe President. 

YE yov like to print a full-color version, or the 


= greeting card ver- 
sion, please visit 
http;//www.pinoy- 
bigbribercom. 
Vote and click on 
the "download- 


Ms. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
Malacaang Palace 

San Miguel, Manila 
Philippines 


NAKATANGGAP KA 
BA SA BAHAY 
М ATE GLO? 


pieces from great thinkers and doers who under- 
stood the role of the press. Military interrogation 
transcripts (as recalled) were also included. 

here was another book that emerged from the 
МРС. It contained the proceedings of one of the no- 
hholds-barred discussion on press censorship. I have 
iron my bookshelf but I couldn't find it fast enough 
for now. A slew of books, theses and doctoral disser- 
tations (1 know one by an American journalist) on 
press freedom and how Filipino journalists fared 
and fought came out of this dreadful area. It was in- 
deed a time of grit, of grace. 

Now a great furor continues to swirl around 
the National Press Club because of its officers’ de- 
cision to edit and censor its newly commissioned 
mural on press freedom without the knowledge 
and permission of the Neo-Angono Artists Collec- 
tive that did it. It was an Ingumer banner story 
that shocked us all. 

1 don't know when exactly and how NPC's 
transmogrification into what it is now took place. 
1 just know that the last time I was there, to bor- 
row Conrad de Quiros’ recollection, was in the 
past century. That would be more than seven, 10 
years ago. It must have been around that time 
that my membership, and the membership of my 
‘women colleagues in media, ended 

It is not that we had outgrown the NPC. The 
NPC was just no longer what it used to be. We had 
moved on and there were other newer, more fear- 
less media groups that suited our tempers and 
temperament. 

‘The fire had not died. We had not changed. 
‘The NPC that our fearless, upstart generation 
knew had changed. 

If you need vegetable seeds, go to the Bureau 
of Plants in San Andres, Manila (near the fruit 
market). Plenty and cheap, You could get a free il- 
lustrated book on vegetable gardening in Filipino 
by agriculture experts if you could prove you're 
serious about food production and food security 
for the poor. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


ables” link, now na! 

‘That's all there is to it. Itsends a message direct 
to She-Who-Shall-Not-Be-Named (except in the 
postcard), lets her know exactly how you feel, 
and is a perfectly legal, democratic exercise of 
your right to be heard and to let your highest offi 
cial know your sentiments. Encourage your 
friends to do the same. And if you don't like our 
design, design your own! Greate your own mes- 
sage! But send it, and if you can, send it on Friday 
so that piles and piles of postcards reach the Pres- 
ident's desk and she knows exactly how you feel. 

‘Tomorrow, Filipinos in Riyadh, San Francisco, 
Seoul, Tokyo, Cambodia and Hong Kong will be 
bringing manifestos to their local Philippine em- 
bassy or consulate expressing their dissatisfac- 
tion with the cash bar and buffet in the Palace, 
and with all the multiplying manifestations of 
monkey business on the part of our officials. 

‘There will be postcards sent, too. A reader from 
Dubai has already sent his; another from Riyadh 
has also sent his, and made copies to distribute to 
friends; another reader, a full-time mother, will be 
mailing hers from Laguna. This act of peaceful 
protest is also being adopted by other groups, 
Which have their own messages to send, but which 
all have agreed on one, single addressee, 

Personally, 'm going to send the postcard to se- 
lected congressmen and governors, and some 

bishops, because, as 
you can see, the 
message is applica- 
ble not only to the 
operator of the cash 
buffet, but also to 
those taking turns to 
line up for a cash 
feeding from the 
She-Who-Shall-Not- 
Be-Named (except 
in the postcard). 

See you tomor- 
тоні 


Огаіпагу people 


WE READ THE NEWSPAPER, LISTEN TO THE RADIO, 
watch the news on TV and what greet our senses are the lives 
of our politicians and most of the time they are not good 
news. Like a leech stuck on the skin, politicians have become 
synonymous with depressing events: lies, corruption, over- 
priced and insignificant projects (and lack of relevant ones) 
economic crisis, etc. We don’t need to consult a crystal ball 
because from ali this, - 


we сап already see YOUNG BLOOD 


where we are head- 
edin the future. 

Sarah Amelyn 
G. Be 


But why don't we 

turn the tables on 

our politicians and eee 

make them read We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 


about the lives of 
common ^ people? 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


This might make 
them realize a lot of 
things: that true 
happiness is not defined by how much money one has; 
that a man’s essence is found not in his bank account but 
in his character; that life can be lived simply; that inner 
peace is gained by being at peace with the world outside 
and the people around you; that when one dies, his value 
cannot be determined from what is written in his obituary 
but from the memories he left in the hearts and minds о. 
others. 

For our political leaders to learn about the lives of ordi 
nary people, I recommend that they read Youngblood. It tell 
the stories of people these leaders have promised to serve, о: 
simple beings who pass by corridors unnoticed but whos: 
smiles lighten up the world. Some are fighting hard battles 
Others are ready to sally forth on a noble mission. And yet 
they remain nameless. 

Tam inexorably drawn to them as I read their stories anc 
Ipray that our politicians read them, too. There's Tina wht 
wrote "To limp or to fly.” Having no car and being temporar 
ily crippled, she had to endure daily the agonizing journe: 
to and from work. Гуе met Mong, the "Activist lover” whi 
found love in the picket line while fighting for democracy. 
can imagine how hard growing up was for AGM who re 
counted in "More than average" how, at a very young age 
she had to wake up in the wee hours of morning to help pre 
pare a thousand cheese sticks for delivery to the school can 
teen. There was Ariel ("Scholarship") who chose to teach i 
a public university to promote his vision of rebuilding th: 
nation. Alec ("To stay and teach") followed his dream o' 
serving the Bikolanos and teaching young minds the beaut 
of the Bikol culture. Гуе known Karlo ("The good father" 
who saw the real essence of his father when the latter coul 
no longer provide for their material needs. I admired Jar. 
ice's dad (“On the same street"), a police officer who didn 
stop her from being an activist and tried to keep the family 
dignity intact amid hard times while many of his colleague 
in the police force enjoyed a hedonistic lifestyle. And ther: 
was Raul (“Fruit of life") who felt hopeful and happy in th 
presence of his small family even if he did not know if th 
money they had could buy them enough food until his nex 
pay day. 

Tm as ordinary as these other young people. I have a 9-tc 
5 job. The salary I earn leaves me enough to contribute to th 
household expenses. Saturdays are spent with the peop) 
who matter to me, while Sundays are for God and the kids iv 
a community where I serve as а Gawad Kalinga volunteer 
"Tm as ordinary as those who shared glimpses of their live 
and their views. But every time I read about them in Youny 
blood, the mundane lives they live become extraordinary. |: 
feels good to know that in this time of crisis, there are peopl 
who share with me the same beliefs, values, hopes, fears an: 
dreams. The ideals and convictions I hold are strengthened 
feel a sense of security in knowing that my inner voice is ir 
harmony with that of humanity. There's serenity in believin: 
that no matter how bad our politics and economy may get 
some feelings are universal, some values remain untainte 
and some beliefs remain unshaken. 

We share a common destiny. We are one in our aspiratici 
to secure for ourselves, our families, our children and ow 
children's children a measure of justice, dignity and frev 
dom. 1 have the same simple dreams as other Youngbloc: 
writers and the rest of the Filipino people. 

I hope our stories will remind our politicians of the goc« 
old days when things were less complicated, when the 
found happiness in simple things, and when they listened « 
their consciences. I hope our stories will bring them back ! 
their childhood when they trusted so easily and to their ad^ 
lescence when being trusted was most important for them 
hope they will revisit their grade school years, when th 
‘wouldn't think of stealing even just P1 from their parents 
classmates, no matter how tempting was the candy in th 
store. I hope they will be transported back to their hig: 
school classrooms where they were taught to be maka-ta 
maka-bayan, at maka-Diyos by teachers whom they lookt 
up to and who lived within their meager income but still r 
mained respectable and dignified. 

Reading the stories of our generation should also brir: 
back the politicians to their college years when they wer: 
still full of promise and idealism and eager to serve tl» 
country, no matter in what capacity. It should help them 1 * 
member their first jobs, when they would work very har 
and stay in the office until all their tasks were done. Tho": 
among them who weren't born with a silver spoon in then 
mouths ought to recall the times when they barely surviv. « 
on their pay, and yet they didn't cheat and still managed t 
bring home some goodies for their younger siblings or chil 
dren, Unless their hearts have truly hardened and thei 
memories and consciences have been irretrievably lost 
believe that they would gain so much from reading Young 
blood. 

Tam sure that there are millions of stories out there fron 
ordinary folks that have yet to be written. Theirs are storit 
about sacrifice, courage, pain, romance, battles lost and v 
tories won, memories unforgotten and lives lived well. If c 1 
leaders truly want to know how the youth feel and what th 
think about the things happening around them, all they ne 
todo is turn to Youngblood. 


Sarah Amelyn б. Bautista, 24, is a marketing executive. She 
willing to lend her collection of Youngblood articles to anyc 
who is interested, but public officials are her priority. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
ercori.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
Estrada should not have asked for 
pardon. He should have allowed 
himself to be incarcerated in the 
New Bilibid Prisons instead. The 
sight of a beleaguered opposition 
leader persecuted by Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo would have ignited 
outrage. It would have started a 
furor more intense than Edsa 3. It 
would have renewed the masses’ 


Instead of sulking, 


WE ARE GLAD THAT PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo has pardoned 
Joseph "Erap" Esstrada. We thank 
both of them for reminding every- 
one that justice here in our society 
isa plaything of the rich and pow- 
erful, that the search for truth can 
only end up ina blind alley. 

We are also glad to know that 
Ms Arroyo is capable of feel- 
ing—never mind how twisted her 
brand of compassion is—when- 
ever her political survival is on 
the line. We are glad Ms Arroyo 
‘once again spat on the spirit of 
Edsa 2, thus reminding every- 
body—especially the middle 
class—that it takes more than a 
restrained remonstration to build 
a better future, to free our people 
from the elite's exploitation and 
domination. 

We are glad Erap puked on the 
masses who stormed the gates of 
Malacafiang at the height of Edsa 
3, that he swindled those who be- 
lieved in him, those who sacrificed 
and died for him. We are glad the 
self-styled champion of the poor 
accepted a cowardly, pathetic and 
self gratifying settlement with the 
same faction of the elite he regu- 


fervor to oust the incumbent Pres- 
ident. 

But Erap cannot see beyond the 
prison cell, And now we know the 
true mettle of which he is made of. 
Erap would have been the lesser 
evil battling the greater evil, the 
smaller villain challenging the 
larger villain, Our society has lost 
the power to fight evil with good 
such that we have to kill snakes by 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


OPINION 
Erap has shown his true mettle 


using snakes, Erap has lost his 
chance to have vindication. 

But GMA cannot yet rejoice or 
relax. By imposing her power 
over Erap, she is now losing that 
same power. Not only does abso- 
lute power corrupt absolutely, it 
destroys the person who wields 
it 

—LEO ALMONTE, 
napalmonte@yahoo.com 


let’s reclaim Edsa from elite 


larly lambasted as the "real ene- 
my" that he finally went back to 
the fold of his social class. We are 
glad that with his newfound free- 
dom, he frustrated the Filipino 
people's longing for truth, justice 
and accountability. 

We are glad that GMA and Erap 
have finally shed every cloak of 
pretension, removed every prop of 
the make-believe "Erap-Gloria 
war,” thus freeing us from the 
pressure of choosing between "Er- 
ap for the masses" and "Gloria of 
‘economic paradise." 

Now it's clear: the fight is be- 
tween them and us, between the 
haves and have-nots, between 
the different factions of the elite, 
оп опе side, and the poor who for 
the longest time have been side- 
lined, used and abused, on the 
other. 

Now, let us march on the streets 
not in their name, not with their 
plundered resources, not upon 
their prodding; without them, 
without their plastic smiles, with- 
ош their fake patriotism, without 
their unsolicited leadership, with- 
ош their phony loyalty to the peo- 
ple—the same people they unhesi- 


tatingly rob and oppress once they 
are in power. 

‘We are sick and tired of them 
all. Let us tell them that we are 
tired of elitist “reruns,” of their un- 
changing, conjured dreams, of the 
same trapo governance. 

We must muster our strength 
because a better world is not only 
possible but is under construction. 
We should not limit ourselves to 
‘outlining an alternative society; 
we must begin building the edifice 
of a humane and egalitarian fu- 
ture, now! Let us spare the gener- 
ations to come this system. 

Instead of getting frustrated 
and disappointed, instead of run- 
ning away to some First World 
country, instead of being para- 
lyzed by apathy and indifference, 
Jet us have the resolve to have an- 
other Edsa. Let us reclaim it from. 
the elite who bastardized it. 

Let a hundred Edsas bloom. Ed- 
за uprisings that are radical, mass- 
oriented and explicitly against the 
tule of the elite. 

—EMMANUELM. HIZON, 

JAMES MATTHEW B. MIRAFLOR, 

39-E Maginoo St., 
Barangay Pinyahan, Quezon City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send а fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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Why not admit 
there was payola? 


1 WAS DEEPLY TOUCHED BY THE 
extreme honesty of а priest- 
turned-politician, Pampanga Gov. 
Eddie Panlilio, when he told the 
truth and nothing but the truth, 
about the cash gift that was given 
to him in Malacaftang. I highly ap- 
preciated his moral courage in dis- 
playing and presenting to the me- 
dia the P500,000 given to him af- 
ter a conference with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. (INQUIRER, 
10/16/07) In fact, Panlilio want- 
ed to return the mone 

However, the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines, even 
though it recognized the moral 
bankruptcy of our leaders, never- 
theless urged those concerned to 
admit to having been the beneficia- 
ries of or witnesses to the scan- 
dalous Palace “benevolence.” CBCP 
president Archbishop Angel Lag- 
dameo said, “From а moral stand- 
point, one should not accept money 
about which questions can be asked 
because it renders responsibility ac- 
countability and transparency a du- 
bious subject matter” He further 
said, “With this sort of thing hap- 
pening, our country is suffering not 
only from economic bankruptcy but 
also moral bankruptcy disappoint- 
ingly being shown by our leaders." 
quien, 10/17/07) 

T also commend Bulacan Gov 
Joselito Mendoza for admitting on 
national television that he also re- 
ceived a share of the bounty. How 
about the two other Bicol governors 
who likewise received similar gifts 
but did not want to make the fact 
known to the public? Why do the 
‘congressmen and other governors 
have to vehemently deny receiving 
cash gifts when there was nobody 
questioning their integrity? 

—GODOFREDO О. PETEZA SR., 
Barangay Camambugan, 
Daet, Camarines Norte 4600 
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Anti-GMA ergo pro-Erap, no more 


IN PARDONING FORMER PRESI- 
dent Joseph Estrada, Gloria-Maca- 
pagal Arroyo may have overesti- 
mated his significance as a political 
figure. If her purpose in granting 
him pardon was to gain the support 
of her opponents, she should brace’ 
herself for a big disappointment. Up 
to now, there is no clear indication 
that the Filipinos who favor Estrada 
now support Ms Arroyo. Instead of 
strengthening her hold on power, 
the pardon appears to have had the 
opposite effect. 

Whatever aura of integrity 
Estrada still had has been eroded 
by his suddenly less combative at- 
titude toward the Arroyo admini 
tration, People once closely allied 
with him such as Makati Mayor Je- 
jomar Binay, leader of the United 
Opposition, have begun to express 
doubt about his true intentions. 
Estrada's new marginalization 
from the political opposition is 
propitious in that it signals to the 
public that rallying against Ms Ar- 
Toyo can no longer be simply 


‘equated with siding with Estrada, 
Оп the other hand, Ms Arroyo's 
remaining credibility has been 
further dim 
public figures 
the administration like Senators 
Richard Gordon and Joker Arroyo 
have vehemently condemned the 
pardon as an act of political expe- 
diency. Even former President Fi- 
del Ramos, who helped save the 
Arroyo administration in 2005, 
has called it “a terrible calamity.” 
If the aftermath of the Estrada 
pardon shows us anything, it is 
that the real threat to Philippine 
democracy is not communism or 
terrorism as Ms Arroyo has repeat- 
edly claimed. Neither is it graft and. 
corruption, which ignited the pre- 
vious Edsa revolts. The real threat 
at this moment is the plague of 
transactional politics that Estrada 
and Ms Arroyo, now more than ev- 
en, embody, and which we should 
ло longer tolerate. 
—ELMO GONZAGA, 
fgonzaga@ateneo.edu 


No moral authority to rule 


THE PARDON GIVEN TO FOR- 
mer President Joseph Estrada is an 
insult to every Filipino here and 
abroad. This convict did not even 
have the decency to apologize for 
all his wrongdoings or to personal- 
ly sign his plea for pardon, 

Why pardon someone who 
does not admit his guilt? Politi 
cians who dipped their hands into. 
his pocket say that six and a half 
years in prison is enough. 

What prison? He is the only sus- 
рест in custody given the most 
special treatment while on trial 
and even after conviction. 

What message would this par- 


don give to the Filipino people? 
Almost a decade ago, a student 
asked me, "Why do need to finish 
а college degree to land a better 
Job when our dear President Егар 
did not even finish high school?" 

1 wonder where the student is 
now and what question he may 
ask this time. This pardon clearly 
shows President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyos weak moral authority to 
govern. 

Madame President, I am so sor- 
ту that I voted for you "not just 
once, but twice." 

—LEVIREYES, 
levisanghotmail.com 


Make peace with Edsa 2 forces 


1 BELIEVE THAT PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo should recon- 
cile with the people who made 
possible her ascent to Malacafiang 


via Edsa 2, not with Joseph Estra- 
da who plundered this country. 

—DAVETABANIAG, 

davidtabaniag@yahoo.com 
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Sustainable solution to hunger problem needed 


THE RICE WATCH AND ACTION NETWORK 
(R1) raises alarm pver the incidence of hunger. 
in the Philippines (Inoue, 10/ 2/07) which 
was recently recorded at its highest by a non 
government survey firm. In connection with 
this, R1 also urges the government to rethink 
its food policy and to do more than just.dis- 
tributing free noodles and other food packs in 
barangays. 

R1 is a group of rice farmers and non-gov- 
ernment organizations. We, its members, urge 
Congress to use the current budget delibera- 
tions in seeking the accountability of govern- 
ment agencies for the unprecedented level of 
hunger incidence nationwide, instead of hold- 
ing government officials hostage to selfish po- 
litical agenda. 

We dare the government to address the 
hunger problem with a coherent and sustain- 
able food security policy and to desist from 
“politician-driven” food distribution pro- 
grams, especially in rural areas. The people 
need sustainable means of livelihood to meet 
their daily food requirements, 

Rural poverty remains a major component 
of the total poverty picture as some 70 percent 
of the country’s poor live in rural areas. 

Considering the train of unsound and graft- 
tainted government priority programs, our 
legislators would serve the people berter by 
scrutinizing major government policies on ad- 
dressing the hunger problem. 

‘The Department of Agriculture wants gov- 


‘ernment’s 2008 budget to again subsidize the 
Hybrid Rice Commercialization Program 
(HRCP), this despite previous reports about 
the misuse of funds and the program's failure 
to increase production and farmers’ income. 

‘The 2007 World Bank report on the РАЗ pub- 
Jic expenditures says that the human resources 
and the sizeable amount of money used on the. 
НАСР did not provide significant net social ben- 
efit. The million jobs and social benefits the pro- 
gram was supposed to make available in the 
‘countryside did not materialize. The taxpayers 
money allotted to this program for the past six 
years was just wasted. The World Bank report 
also criticized the allocation of the bulk of pro- 
duction support (about 85 percent) to the GMA 
rice program, in particular the НАСР 

Оп the other hand, we have seen how the 
government used past hunger incidence sur- 
veys to launch defensive or offensive propa- 
ganda campaigns. 

World Food Day was observed on Oct. 16. 
People, especially the poor farmers in rural аг- 
eas, expect more than lip service from agricul- 
ture and other public officials. They want tan- 
gible and well-grounded measures to go with 
government propaganda. 

—IESSICA REYES-CANTOS, 

lead convenor, 

Rice Watch and Action Network (R1), 
40 Matulungin St., 

Barangay Central District, 

Diliman, Quezon City 


More vigilance needed after Glorietta 2 blast 


‘THE PROMOTION OF CHURCH PEOPLE'S RE- 
sponse (PCPR) expresses deep concern over 
the deadly explosion at the Glorietta Май in 
Makati City last Oct, 19. A thorough and credi- 
ble investigation of the incident must be done. 

In the face of the series of corruption scan- 
dals rocking the Arroyo administration, we 
cannot dismiss the possibility that Mala- 
cafiang may have had a hand in that incident. 
At this point, the Arroyo clique is desperate to. 
escape public outrage over its latest scams, in- 
cluding the Malacaiiang payoffs. Was Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo so stung and threat- 
ened by the Catholic bishops’ recent pro- 
nouncements following Gov. Eddie Panlilio's 
explosive testimony on the Malacafiang cash 
gifts? We cannot help but wonder if ће explo- 
sion was caused by those who wish to deflect 
public attention from the burning issues 
hounding Ms Arroyo. 

‘The Glorietta explosion reminds us of the 
deadly blasts in the Davao airport, Sasa wharf 


and a number of malls, markets and other pub: 
lic places in Mindanao. Those bombings hap- 
pened at a time of political turmoil during the 
Arroyo presidency and while government was 
trying to justify continuing US military pres 
ence in Mindanao, 

‘These bombings were used by Ms Arroyo to 
declare a state of lawlessness and to authorize 
police forces to raid communities and arrest 
scores of innocent Muslims wrongly accused as 
terrorists. These bombings were also used by 
Ms Arroyo's lawmakers to justify the passage 
of an anti-terrorism law notwithstanding pub: 
lic opposition to it amid concerns over its im. 
plications to civil liberties. We therefore call on 
Filipinos to exercise vigilance in the face of ex 
tremely repressive schemes that may be un 
leashed by the Arroyo administration 

—AMIE DURAL, 

secretary general, 

Promotion of Church People’s Response, 
3/FNCCP Compound, 879 Edsa, Quezon City 


GSIS, SSS should invest in RP with foreign partners 


SEN. LOREN LEGARDA IS URGING THE GOV- 
ernment Service Insurance System (GSIS) and 
the Social Security System (SSS) to reassess 
their plans of investing P63 billion of their 
members’ money overseas because the peso is 
expected to further strengthen in the next two 
years. 

The Department of Agriculture is finalizing 
another set of investment agreements with In- 
dia, Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap said. (IN- 
‘quinn, 10/8/07) 

Instead of investing abroad, the GSIS and 
SSS should invest their money here by inviting 
foreign investors to establish their businesses 


here, This will solve partially the unemploy 
ment problem and hunger. 

In the third quarter of 2006, a Social Weath 
ег Stations survey found that around 2.9 mil 
lion families have nothing to eat at one time or 
another. 

From January to April this year, around 
8,903, overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) len 
for work abroad via the Mactan-Cebu Interna 
tional Airport, not to mention the country’s 
other international airports. 

—RLIGIO M. PASTORIN, 
Rositaville Subdivision, 
Concepcion, Marikina City 
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SCTEx interchange war declared over 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO-——THE “BATTLE OF IN- tle of the interchanges is over” Manuel “Lito” Lapid, was retained Dolores, which will ine a three in Pampanga, three in Tar- 
» i itici he said. in its original site, Pamintuan Pam- bridge, will cost P170 million. lac and three in Clark. 
terchanges” that pitted Pampanga politiciahs and According to the BCDA plan, panga Gov Eddie Panlilio, Ску of The funds to build these will — Abaya said the interchanges 
officials of the Bases Conversion Development the first interchange will be San Femando Mayor Oscar Ro- be taken from a supplemental and access roads would be fin- 
Authority is over. built near the Philippine Air driguezand leadersofthe Advoca- loan the BCDA got from the ished by March 2008, in time for 
i Force's Basa Air Base in Florid- су for the Development of Central Japan Bank for International the full operation of the SCTEX. 
Оп Tuesday, President Maca- confirmed Ms Arroyo's decision  ablanca town. Luzon, agreed to junk the Manuali Cooperation, savings from the 
pagal-Arroyo restored the origi- to the loue in separate The second will be built in Interchange in Porac because the SCTEx and additional funds Not complete 
Ral plan to build three inter- phoneinterviews on Tuesday. Barangay Dolores in Porac town Basa site would be connected to from the Department of Public — The 50.5-km Subie-Clark sec- 
changes on the Pampanga side while the third will be put up near access roads leading to the FVR Works and Highways. Pamintu- tion was 87 percent complete 
of the P27-billion Subic-Clark- Battle over the Yokohama Philippines Com-  Megadikes westem and eastem ап said Panlilio committed to while the 43.27-km Clark-Tar- 
‘Tarlac Expressway (SCTEX). ‘Abaya said he announced pound, which is close to the pro- dikes that lead to San Femando, work for a P3O-million support lac stretch was 97 percent done 
Narciso Abaya, BCDA presi- that decision, made on the “pol- posed logistics center of the Dios- Abaya said the three inter- fund from the provincial gov- as of Nov. 5, Abaya said. 
dent and chief executive officer, icy guidance” of Ms Arroyo, dado Macapagal Intemational changes would cost between ernment. Pamintuan said the inter- 
and Secretary Edgardo Pamintu- during Tuesday's meeting with Airportatthe Clark Freeport. Р700 and P750 million. Access М5 Arroyo's decision brought changes would boost the poten- 
an, chair of the Subic-Clark Al- Pampanga officials, Ofthose, only the Dolores Inter- roads for the Basa site will cost to 11 the total interchanges for talsofthe“SCTEx13.” Tonette 
liance for Development Council, “Everybody із happy. The bat- change, es proposed by Sen. P110 million while the опе іп the SCTEx. Two are in Bataan, Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Albay village “ТОШ ; US to donate 
put in state ; $38,000 for 


of calamity | ж, ; preservation 
after fishkill Me of terraces 


LEGAZPI CITY—THE MUNICIPAL BAGUIO CITY—THE UNITED 
government of Rapu-Rapu in Albay States is donating $38,000 to 
placed Barangay Poblacion in а help efforts in preserving the Ifu- 
state of calamity on Wednesday af- gao rice terraces, which have 
ter residents demanded immediate. been classified as endangered 
relief from the fishkill on Oct. 28. Aem " among the World Heritage Sites 

Antimining groups imme - " accredited by the United Na- 
ately pointed fingers at the Lafay- 3 3 tions Educational, Scientific and 


апе Mining Inc, as the one re- Cultural Organization (Unesco), 
sponsible for the fishkill, which 'US Ambassador to the Philip- 


they said took away the liveli- pines Kristie Kenney said an in- 
hood of thousands of villagers. ternational body is meeting in 
The mine firm opérates an Ifugao from Dec. 3 to 7 to dis- 
18-hectare open pit copper and cuss the heritage's plight, 
zinc mine in the island town The donation is part of the 
east of Legazpi City. embassy's cultural conservation 
АА ета 2 ps i programs and is intended for 
Cleared z Ў rà "teaching people how to pre- 
serve the rice terraces," Kenney 
told reporters here on Tuesday. 


Five days after the reported 
fshkill, the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources а z tO "| — Tony Pérez; cultural affairs 
cleared the mine firm of any hand "| FOR PROTECTION joazonooc | specialist of the US Department 
“ih the fishldll, saying the string of | А child takes a closer look at an armed guard posted at a bus terminal in Cubao, Quezon City to enforce tight security measures at the of State, said the conference 
dead fish was found 10 kilome- | height of the All Salnts' Day exodus of Metro Manila residents to the provinces, aims to produce a manual for 
ters away from the mine site, conserving the terraces. 

Tha DENR, however sould nt J" He said experts who comprise 
estal е cause of the fis 4 1 the Comité International d'Ar- 
панаа Army to probe troops’ role in island gun party чт 
the mining operations, the International Committee for 

DENR sought the assistance Ву Carla P. Gomez promised to investigate. Tongoy family and Peter Zewitsky, Bacolod immediately,” he said. Vernacular Architecture) would 
of the Bureau of Fisheries and Inquirer Visayas Lamata sent on Tuesday letter- who owns the Pitogo Island. He said the indiscriminate firing attend the conference. 

Aquatic Resources in conduct- complaints to Marafion and Armed ^ Hautea'sbrotherisretired Air continued on Oct, 31 and оп Nov But Perez said the gathering 
ing tests, BACOLOD CITY—THE PHILIP. Forces of the Philippines chief Lt. Force Со]. Raul Hautea, Lamata 1, On Nov 3, Lamata said he and does not intend to critique Ifu- 

Rapu-Rapu residents, Who pine Army will investigate a re- Сеп. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said. his guests wentoutontheirspeed- gao's conservation plans, 
have been camping out in front port that government soldiers es- Не said that on Ос. 30, Lamata He said while the Army men boat, thinking the firing was over. Ifugao Gov. Teodoro Baguilat 
ofthe municipal hall since Mon- солей a private group that indis- said he, his family and some guess were on Pitogo Island, their "Уе went out on our speed- Jr. plans to address the terraces’ 
day night, were not satisfied стітіпагеју fired M-16 rifles while were spending the All Souls and group fired M-16 rifles even if boat to water ski, While I was deterioration by determining 
with what they called a “luke- оп an island in Hinoba-an town, Saints Day holiday in his beach there wasagunbanimposed by near the (Pitogo) island, shots "what the families who own 
warm response" of the munici- 199 km south of Bacolod City. house in Barangay Talacagay Hino- the Commission on Elections. ^ were being fired. I stopped and them intend to do with them. 
pal government. ‘Negras Occidental Gov. Joseph ba-an when soldiers from the 6st "Тһе whole community was when I looked up I saw the Aus- Тһе terraces are ancestral farms 
Emodonal Marañon on Tuesday said he in- Infantry Battalion arrived on Pitogo scared because bullets were ric- tralian citizen whoin I personally owned by Ifugao clans, but most 

motional — formed Col. Honorato de los Reyes, Island, а smallisletabout halfakilo- ocheting in the beach where know as Peter Zewitsky and Raul remain untended because younger 

Fr, Andres Baliwas, Sta. Flo- 30314 Infantry Brigade comman- meter from the mainland and just guest houses are located (onthe Нашеа firing M-16 (rifles) to- family members have chosen to 
rentina parish priest of Rapu-Ra- der ofthe complaint of United Sug- across where Lamata’s and several mainland) in front of Pitogo Is- wards the water and the bullets leave for the cities or other urban 
pu, Albay said around 2,000 peo- аг Producers Association of the  otherbeach houses are located. land, We all had to run and hide were passing very near the boat,” centers to work, Baguilat told the 
ple, or 90 percent of the Pobla- philippines president Manuel Lamata said the soldiers, led by in our bathrooms for fear of be- Lamata said in his complaint. Inourer in an earlier interview. 
cion populace, trooped to the Lamata about the incident. a Lt. Col. Romeo Basco, were es- ing hit by stray bullets. All our Не said the soldiers didn't Vincent Cabreza, Inquirer North- 


municipal hall to waitforthe out- Marañon said De los Reyes corting Raul Hautea’s family, the guests packed up and left for stop them. ern Luzon 
come of the legislative session. 


“The people had been very e е в 

шупш Relief goods lay wasting in town warehouse 
marched because the fishkill 

has made them poorer and left 

their children hungry. The fish- 

ептеп зїї cannot fish,” Baliwas Ву Jaymee T. Gamil ‘Tiunfante said that when he 

said in mobile phone interview. Inquirer Southern Luzon asked for additional relief goods 

He added that the 20 sacks of for victims of Typhoon "Bebeng" in 
rice ordered released by the local DARAGA, ALBAY—UNDISTRIB- July “that would have been a good. 
government would not suffice for uted relief goods, possibly dona- time for them to tell me we could 
the long-term needs of the people, tions for last year’s typhoon victims, use the available goods instead." 
that was why they were calling for have been discovered already ех. — "They never did, and now, 
the closure of Lafayette so their piring inside a municipal ware- most of the goods are not fit for 
livelihood would be protected. house here. consumption," he said. 

Acting on a tip from the munic- An inventory of the goods is cur- 
Only | barangay ipal social welfare office on Oct. rently being completed, and the us- 

Rapu-Rapu Mayor Dick Gali- 31, Mayor Cicero Triunfante was able items are being set aside, 
cia, in mobile phone interview, aghast to find sacks of rice and ‘Just a small portion of those 
said the state of calamity was on- boxes of noodles, canned goods, expired goods could have 
ly confined to Barangay Pobla- biscuits, coffee and other perish- helped a lot of displaced fami- 
cion because it was only where able items on the second floor of lies,” Triunfante lamented. 
the fishkill reportedly occurred, the local general services office. Оп Wednesday, the mayor is- 

He said the municipal council It was not certain how long sued a memorandum to the ware- 
first wanted to conduct its own, the expired goods had been house employees, requiring them 
independent investigation be- stored in the warehouse, or who to explain within 72 hours why the 
fore it passes a resolution urg- donated them, Triunfante said. goods had not been distributed 
ing the permanent stop of the "Since I assumed office on June and why they continuously failed 
mining operations, 30, the warehouse employees to submit an inventory for them. 

On Saturday, the municipal never submitted an inventory “I really cannot fathom what 
council agreed to conduct its for that stock,” he said. their motives were for conceal- 
own fact-finding mission and to ^ The noodle packs showed that ing these goods. But I am al- 
survey public opinion. they had reached their expiration ready anticipating that I will not а р % 

Similarly, the Albay provincial dates in July and August, while Бе satisfied with their ехріапа- — 3 " "T T E 
board also did not approve on three sacks of rice werealreadyin- tions," Triunfante said. SOME OF the donated blankets that were never distributed to victims of Supertyphoon Reming in Albay 
‘Wednesday the resolution passed fested with black worms, he said. Francisco Lleva, the localGSO are still wrapped in plastic and kept In the Daraga town warehouse. ^ NÁOJSUSORGETMNQUREASOUTHERNLUZON 
by Albay Vice Gov. Brando Sael "We also found some blankets, head, and his subordinates have 
urging the DENR to suspend the mats and mosquito nets,” the may- yet to answer the directive. "Their failure‘ to produce would rise again after the dev- Mayor Noel Rosal was quoted as 
operations of the Lafayette orsaid, He said he even recognized The mayor said that whether records all this time tells me astation of the floods. saying shortly after assessing the 
Philippines Inc. while investiga- someofthe tems which hehad ap- they respond or not, he would that they are not fit for that of- “Disaster has been a usual damage caused by Superty- 
tions on the fishkill were ongo- proved as donations that arrivedin be slapping administrative fice," Triunfante said. part of our lives here. But I be- phoon Reming to ће city, With a 
ing. Ephraim Aguilar, Inquirer Albay when he was still provincial charges against Lleva and the Тһе mayor of Legazpi City lieve that Legazpi has its own report from Ephraim Aguilar, 
Southern Luzon administrator in February. other office emplovees, had expressed optimism life and its own potentials.” Inquirer Southern Luzon, 
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without the risk of inhalation of dust particles. With the combiriation of Virgin Coconut Oil and Vitamin E, 
it keeps baby’s skin Naturally soft, supple, and germ-free... 


Galing ng Pinoy! 


Oo SPLASH 


". “Another quality innovation from a truly world-class Filipino-owned company. 
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BabySpa VCO Skin Protecting Liquid Powder has the revolutionary technology 
of being a lotion when applied then turns.into powder. It delivers the performance of a baby powder 
without the risk of inhalation of dust particles. With the combiriation of Virgin Coconut Oil and Vitamin E, 
it keeps baby’s skin naturally soft, supple, and germ-free. 


Galing ng Pinoy! 
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History, poetry under one roof 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
Tübaco City 


CENTURY-OLD, SPANISH- 
style house of stone and 
capiz windows in Tabaco 

City in Albay still exudes a distinct 
richness in cultural heritage and 
history as that of its illustrious oc- 
cupant, Angela Manalang-Gloria, 
regarded as the “matriarch” of Fil- 
ipino women poets in English. 

It was doubly significant, therefore, 
when the National Historical Institute un- 
veiled last week two markers at the Mana- 
lang-Gloria ancestral home near the city's 
international port. 

Sitting on a 3,700-square-meter proper- 
ty, the house was built in the early 1900s by 
a wealthy Bicolano, Don Mariano Villanue- 
va. It was considered one of the most beau- 
tiful houses ofits kind in the country. 

Its old Spanish architectural design has 
been preserved through the years and pro- 
tected from renovations. 

With an 800-sqm floor area, the two-sto- 
ry structure has four big bedrooms, two liv- 
ing rooms, a dining hall, a kitchen, a terrace 
and a basement. 

The stairs, floors, ceiling and windows 
are wooden. Capiz shells in the windows 
filter the glare of tropical sunlight. 


Bahay na Bato 

Though seemingly bare, the house has 
some old furniture, photographs and some 
of Manalang-Gloria's books. 

In the mid-1900s, the house became a 
trading center of Smith, Bell and Co., an 
American-owned merchandise firm which 
had a branch in Tabaco. 

Described as a “pragmatic businesswom- 
an” ina literary biography written by Edna 
Zapanta Manlapaz, —Manalang-Gloria 
bought the house in 1965 for P50,000 from 
an American agent of Smith, Bell and Co., 
who was clueless of its real estate value, 

Manlapaz said the poet felt no compunc- 
tion for having “taken advantage,” as it 
were, of the agent's ignorance because, she 
maintained, it was his business to know 
what he was selling. 

Legazpi City museum curator Erlinda 
Belleza said the “bahay na bato,” or the stone- 


mee 
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and-wood houses of the 19th century is a prod- 
vct of native and Spanish parentage. In the 
book "Igkas-Arte: The Philippine Arts During 
the Spanish Period," the bahay na bato features 
a sala (living room) flanked by bedrooms with 
wide doors and bounded, sometimes on two 
sides, by the “volada” or an airy gallery. 

Space flows from one room to another. 
When all doors to the rooms are opened, 
the house becomes one vast space. It has an 
elaborate system of openings and shut- 
ters—the windows wide and high, some- 
times extending the whole length or width 
of a room, the book said. 

Elemelita Almosara, NHI deputy execu- 
tive director, said the agency put up the his- 
torical markers in front of the house after a 
team of heritage architects surveyed and 
analyzed its features. 


Tourist attraction 

“Based on an analysis of the NHI, the Ba- 
hay-Kalakal of Smith, Bell and Co. is really 
a remarkable and classic bahay na bato, the 
oldest in the city of Tabaco," Almosara said 

"Tourism regional director Maria Ong-Ra- 
vanilla said the place would be included in 
Bicols tourism packages. More than the 
grandeur of a heritage site, what makes it sig- 
nificant is the stories behind them, she said. 

The site would be of great help in show- 
casing the rest of the historic city, Mayor 
Krisel Lagman-Luistro said. “We want to 
give our tourists good memories of how we 
once lived and how simple life was before.” 

According to Manlapaz, Manalang-Gloria 
bought the house only for investment pur- 
poses. Although she found it to be very 
beautiful, she never considered moving into 
it. "I don't like living in an expensive house,” 
she was quoted by the biographer as saying. 

Manalang-Gloria's clan today values the 
old house in a much different way. 

While the matriarch had no room for sen- 
timentality, her only daughter and heiress, 
Angelina Gloria-Ong, lives a less complicat- 
ed life as a housewife. 


Poet's clan 

"It was only during the last few months 
of my mother's life when she lived in the 
house she had bought. It was where she 
died in August 1995," Gloria-Ong, 65, said. 

“People would think my mother was ro- 
mantic because she was a poet, But she was 
more of a businesswoman—strict and very 


SOME of the old furniture pieces inside the house. 


neck. wo sum? 
BELL & CÓ: 


INSTALLED marker at 
the ancestral home of 
renowned Filipino poet 
Angela Manalang-Gloria, 


conservative,” she said. 

She said she felt proud and honored for 
the recognition given by the NHI to the an- 
cestral house and her mother. 

Gloria-Ong said she started to live in the 
house only in February 1995. Now, only the 
sixth of her eight children—Michael, 
28—also lives there. The rest, except the 
youngest, have their own families. 

Michael said his nephews and nieces still 
frequented the place, which is near their 
school. The clan also holds special family 
occasions in the house. 

“After the markers were placed, passers- 
by would come near and read them. No- 
body gave this much attention to our house 
before. Now the people begin to appreciate 
it,” Michael said. 

Gloria-Ong said the family was willing to 
open some parts of their house to the public 
and tourists someday. 
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Poet, pianist 
and painter 


NGELA CARIDAD MAN- 
alang, born on Aug. 2, 
1907, in Guagua, Pam- 

panga, has been considered the 

“matriarch of Filipino women 

poets” in English. 

Her father, Felipe Dizon Manalang 

(1883-1955), 

came from a 

poor family de- 

scending from 

Chinese mesti- 

zos. 

Manalang was 

the first Filipino 

poet to write and 

publish a collec- 

tion of poems in 

English in her 

book, “Poems” E 

in 1940. She was RENOWNED 

also a pianistand Filipino poet Angela 


Pai: Manalang-Gloria. 
She became senior 


editor of the Philippines Herald magazine 
in 1929, the same year she married Cele- 
donio Gloria. 

She earned a degree in Bachelor of 
Ars in Philosophy summa cum laude, at 
the University of the Philippines in 1929. 

Manalang-Gloria composed “Revolt 
from Hymen,” a poem against marital 
rape which caused an all-male jury to 
deny her winning the Philippine Com- 
monwealth Literary Awards in 1940. 

The poem follows: 


Revolt From Hymen** 
(1940) 


O to be free at last, to sleep at last 
As infants sleep within the womb of rest! 


To stir and stirring find no blackness vast. 
With passion weighted down upon the 
breast, 


To turn the face this way and that and 
feel. РЧ 
No kisses festering on it like sores, 


To be alone at last, broken the seal 
That marks the flesh no better than a 
whore's! 


730 LANG, 


о 


pu. 


From page Al 


Philippines. But we have to be 
doing all these actions without 
prodding from any foreign gov- 
ernment,” he said. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo announced on Monday 
that the US Senate had ap- 
proved an increase in military 
aid to the Philippines from $11 
million to $30 million. 

But Romulo said the release 
of an additional $2 million 
would depend on the Philippine 
governments implementation 
of recommendations on cases of 
extrajudicial killings and other 
violations of human rights. 

In Manila, Renato Reyes Jr., 
secretary general of the militant. 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan), yesterday said other 
big foreign donors such as the 
European Union, Japan, Cana- 
da and Australia should also ex- 
amine their assistance to the 
Philippines. 

“We are telling the nations of 
the world that their aid to the 
Philippines is tainted with the 
blood of more than 800 dead 
and almost 200 abducted per- 
sons. We call on these nations to 


From page Al 


cle impounded at the camp of 
the Army's 56th Infantry Battal- 
ion. 

The number on the plates, 
TAB-194, is said to be similar to 
that seen on the vehicle used by 
Burgos’ abductors. 

According to eyewitnesses, 
Burgos, a son of the late press 
freedom fighter Jose Burgos, 
was forcibly taken from a shop 
ping mall in Quezon City on 
April 28. He has not been seen 
since. 

The report submitted by 
Abadilla includes his recom- 
mendation that three officers be 
slapped with administrative 
sanctions for their failure to 
prevent the loss of things in 
their custody. 

Abadilla said the report was 
the summary of the results of 
his investigation, and that the 
soldiers’ affidavits could be giv- 
en to the court only with the 
permission of his superiors. 

Assistant Solicitor General 
Amparo Tang said the report 
dealt only with the loss of the li- 
cense plates and was thus irrel- 
evant to the case at bar—a peti- 
tion for habeas corpus filed by 
Burgos’ mother Edita. 

Tang also opposed the pro- 
posed subpoena for the affi- 
davits. 

The members of the court's 
7th Division said they would 
read the report before deciding 
on their course of action, and on 
whether the report was relevant 
tothe petition. 


Lacking documents 

Pacifico Agabin, a lawyer of 
the Burgos family, told re- 
porters that the report submit- 
ted by the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral did not contain all the doc- 
uments he wanted to see. 

“It was incomplete, obviously 

It did not contain the other 
tabs, which include the affidavits 
of the investigated personnel,” 
he said after the hearing. 


Frompage Al 


Kenney read out passages of 
the “Eco-Defenders Versus 
Global Warming,” published by 
the Usaid, as part ofa campaign 
to raise awareness about global 
warming and to express how 
people can engage the threat of 
greenhouse gases. 

The book tells the story of 
three colorful superhero chi 
dren who foil the plans of pol- 
luting villains. It was derived 
from a 60-second commercial 
to be aired in SM theaters, 
which offers tips to children on 
how to save electricity, reduce, 
reuse, recycle and save water, 
ind reminds them that their 
tle acts help save Planet 
Earth." 


"Bright ideas" 
‘The 30 elementary students 
in Kenneys audience did not 
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review their military and coun- 
terterror aid to the Philippines 
in the light of these indisputable 
realities,” Reyes said. 
‘According to Reyes, there is 
“a link between increasing aid 
to the Philippines and increas- 
ing human rights violations.” 
“We hope the big donor- 
countries will follow the exam- 
ple set by the US Senate and tie 
their aid to the Philippines to 
the Arroyo administration's hu- 
тап rights record,” he said. 


International dimension 

Chief Justice Puno said the 
Philippine government had 
been addressing the issue of hu- 
тап rights, and that the steps 
taken included the adoption of 
the writ of amparo. (See related 
story on Page Al.) 

“The writ of amparo has 
gained not only a life of its own 
but also a life with international 
dimension,” he said. 

Puno, who spearheaded the 
unprecedented human rights 
summit early this year, said he 
was hopeful that the adoption 
of the writ would help end “the 
unabated killings and disap- 
pearances in the country.” 
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“The writ of amparo is not a 
magic solution. These problems 
"will not vanish overnight. But at 
least we have something to 
hope for,” he said, adding that 
he was also anticipating how 
the writ would work for missing 
activists, including University 
of the Philippines’ students 
Karen Empefio and Sherlyn 
Cadapan. 

The mothers of the two UP 
students, two farmer-brothers, 
a union leader, and—the latest 
case, filed yesterday—an ac- 
tivist purportedly being hunted 
by the military have sought pro- 
tection from the Supreme Court 
under the writ of amparo. 

Puno said the first three cases 
had been remanded to the 
Court of Appeals. "The reason 
for this is the Court of Appeals is 
а trier of facts, while the 
Supreme Court is not. All three 
cases have been given to the 
[appellate court], and I assume 
that the hearings of these cases 
have started," he said 


Counterterror aid 

Bayan’s Reyes said the Euro- 
pean Union and Australia had 
been providing counterterror 
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aid to the Philippines for a wide 
ge of military and police ac- 


that this aid is also used for 
rights abuses—for example, in 
the surveillance of activists tar- 
geted for execution or abduc- 
tion,” he said. 

Reyes said Bayan would mo- 
bilize its allied and affiliated or- 
ganizations around the world to 
“undertake actions” to pressure 
various governments to review, 
cut or withdraw aid to the 
Philippines. 

He also said that despite 
claims by US and Philippine of- 
ficials that the conditions for 
the additional $2 million in mil- 
itary aid were not yet final and 
still subject to concurrence by 
the US House of Representa- 
tives, “a political statement has 
already been made." 

“It would be politically un- 
tenable for the US House to 
withdraw these conditions. 
Then it would really appear that 
they are tolerating and abetting 
human rights abuses in the 
Philippines. Do the politicians 
want that kind of liability, con- 
sidering it is election season 


ios petitions the Supreme Court to issue a writ of amparo to stop the military from harming 


her family and allow them to search for her missing son in military camps. REHZAMONA 


During the hearing, Agabin 
said he wanted to read the sol- 
diers’ affidavits because these 
might contain the basis for the 
line in the report that read: “Рег 
evaluation of the evidence gath- 
ered, we cannot pinpoint with 
accuracy if any military person- 
nel are involved in the abduc- 
tion.” 

He said the summary of the 
report focused only on the loss 
of the license plates. 

“There might be portions of 
the original that dealt with the 
abduction of Mr. Burgos,” he 
said. 

But Tang said Agabin's re- 
marks were "casting impropri- 
ety" on the submitted report, 
which, she stressed, had noth- 
ing to do with Burgos disap- 
pearance. 

She added that the report 
contained "the gist of the affi- 
davits of these officers and men 
[of the 56th IB]." 

Justice Enrico Lanzanas 
asked Abadilla if he could not 
release the affidavits given that 


need much persuading, though. 

After the reading session, the 
ambassador spent 15 minutes 
interacting with the students, 
who offered their own “bright 
ideas” about staving off global 
warming. 

A 10-year-old pupil said she 
had not realized one could 
mount a war against ecologi- 
cal destruction, until increas- 
ing oil prices became headline 
news recently. So her bright 
idea involves controlling their 
household’s electricity con- 
sumption. 

Both President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and Energy Secretary 
Angelo Reyes have directed 
government offices to mountan 
energy-saving program in antic- 
ipation of increasing oil prices 
this Christmas season. 

Another student told Kenney 
that he would ask his parents to 
fix the water pipes in their 
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these were part of the report 
that Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, 
the Armed Forces chief of staff, 
had already declassified. 


For court's eyes only 

In response, Abadilla said he 
needed permission to submit 
the affidavits because the report 
that he had submitted was the 
only declassified portion. 

He said the report was de- 
classified only for the courts 
consumption. 

Abadilla added that his re- 
port dealt only with the loss of 
the license plates, and that he 
had substantially complied with 
the court's subpoena. 

But Agabin pointed out that 
in the report, one of the state- 
ments listed under the heading 
“matters investigated” was “to 
determine the veracity of re- 
ports published in the local pa- 
per, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
dated May 8, 2007, regarding 
the alleged abduction of Mr. 
Jonas Joseph Burgos using ma- 
тооп Toyota vehicle bearing 


house to stop the leaks they had 
endured for years. 


Gore documentary 

Prodded by reporters, a stu- 
dent said: “Yes, we know [who] 
Al Gore is. [I] watched ‘Incon- 
venient Truth’ with my mama.” 

Gore, a former US vice presi- 
dent, won a Nobel Peace Prize 
this year for drawing attention 
to the global warming threat 
through a documentary that al- 
so won an Oscar award. 

On behalf of the United 
States, Gore signed the 1997 
Kyoto Protocol, a United Na- 
tions treaty that compels coun- 
tries to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

US legislators during the 
term of President Bill Clinton 
and the administration of Presi- 
dent George W. Bush shelved 
the protocol because of a 
counter argument that manda- 


plate number TAB-194 last 
April 28, 2007, at Ever Gotesco 
mall in Quezon City which was 
traced to the ... 56th IB." 

Ricardo Fernandez, another 
lawyer of the Burgos family, 
said he and Agabin wanted to 
read the affidavits in order to 
have a thorough understanding 
of the report. 


Media reports 

Abadilla also told the court of 
his concern that the media 
would take his statements out 
of context. 

But Justice Remedios Salazar- 
Fernando assured him that the 
media reports on the matter 
would not sway the court. 

The Burgos family had sub- 
poenaed the Provost Marshal 
General’s report late in July, 
shortly after the court began 
hearings on Edita Burgos’ peti- 
tion for habeas corpus. 

The Office of the Solicitor 
General (OSG) sought to 
quash the subpoena on Abadil- 
la's behalf, saying the report 


tory restrictions imposed by the 
UN would affect the American 
economy. 


US policy 

When asked if Gore's populari- 
ty has changed Washington's at- 
titude toward the world green- 
house effect, Kenney said the US 
government was still inclined to 
develop clean energy instead. 

“But today's Americans—not 
just the American govern- 
ment—are starting to look 
deeply into [the matter of glob- 
alwarming],” she said. 

‘Also on Wednesday, Kenney 
helped launch a new environ- 
mental advocacy network 
formed by the city’s top univer- 
sities, which would support the 
“clean cities" initiative, Baguio 
is piloting the USAID's Clean 
Cities program, which lobbies 
Asian cities to use alternative 
fuel sources in their respective 


US Senate terms on aid dismay RP Chief Justice 


now in the United States?” 
Reyes said. 


Fully aware 

In Baguio City, Joan Carling, 
the national coordinator of the 
Indigenous Peoples Human 
Rights Watch (IPHRW), said the. 
US state department and the US 
Senate's human rights commit- 
tee were fully aware of the 
rights situation in the Philip- 
pines and were seriously moni- 
toring every case. 

“I was amazed because the 
state department knows every- 
thing, even the cases of human 
rights violations against [our] in- 
digenous peoples," Carling said. 

The IPHRW was among the 
organizations that lobbied 
American legislators to stop US 
military aid to the Philippines 
because of its human rights 
record and the spate of extraju- 
dicial killings. 

Carling said her groups 
meetings last year with US leg- 
islators and state department 
officials had provided a window 
forthe US Senate to favor its ap- 
peal. 

She said a US state depart- 
ment official whom she met last 


was confidential. 

The court denied the motion, 
and the OSG elevated the issue 
to the Supreme Court. But be- 
fore the latter could rule, Esper- 
оп declassified the report and 
allowed it to be submitted to 
the appellate court. 


Writ of amparo 

In a related development, the 
family of an activist allegedly 
being hunted by the military 
asked the Supreme Court yes- 
terday to issue the writ of am- 
paro for her, her missing broth- 
erand another missing man. 

Leny Robifios and her mother 
Lolita Robifios asked the high 
court to stop the military from 
harming them and to allow an 
inspection of certain military 
detachments and safe houses, 
including the house used by ге- 
tired Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan 
Jr. at the Clark Air Base. 

They also asked that the mili- 
tary produce documents and re- 
ports concerning Leny, her miss- 
ing brother Romulos, and one 
Ryan Supan, and pay the peti- 
tioners P500,000 each in dam- 
ages for violation of their rights 
and security. 

Named respondents in the 
petition were President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, General Esperon, 
Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon, 
Lt. Col. Edison Caga, Lt. Eric Bu- 
losan, the 69th IB based in Mex- 
ico, Pampanga, the Army's 7th 
Division, Senior Supt. George 
Gaddi (the police chief of Ange- 
les City in Pampanga), and the 
police precinct with jurisdiction 
over Barangay Tabon in Ange- 
les. 


Noarrest warrant 

Leny is an organizer of the 
Aguman Da Reng Maglalautang 
Capampangan, the Pampanga 
chapter of the militant peasant 
group Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas. 

In their petition, she and her 
mother said her brother Romu- 


US envoy teaches Baguio kids eco-warfare 


mass transport systems. 

Most of the city's universities 
have joined the Energy and 
Clean Air Network of the 
Academe (Ecademe) to develop 
new technology and resources 
that help the movement for sus- 
tainable energy, said Jesus Ben- 
jamin Salvosa, chair of the Uni- 
versity of the Cordilleras, who 
hosted the event. 


Academic community 

“Clean air and the environ- 
ment are not the most exciting 
topics, especially for the gener- 
al public. Most people will en- 
gage in discussions on clean air 
and the environment, only 
when they cannot avoid it [be- 
cause] the public consciousness. 
in our country is crowded with 
more invasive topics like poli- 
tics [and] show business," he 
said. 

Salvosa told Kenney that the 
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month in Manila told her that 
the US Senate had set condi- 
tionson the grant of military aid 
to the country. 

“We knew the decision was 
coming, and it is a welcome de- 
velopment. Because they have 
monitored that the cases of 
killings have decreased, they 
wanted to see prosecution and 
concrete measures to stop the 
killings,” she said. 

Citing IPHRW records, Car- 
ling said at least 120 indigenous 
peoples had been killed since 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
assumed power in 2001. 

This number was included in 
the more than 800 victims of ex- 
trajudicial killings reported by 
the human rights group Karap- 
atan from January 2001 to Jan- 
ary 2007. 

Philip Alston, the United Na- 
tions’ special rapporteur on ex- 

judicial killings, visited 
Baguio in February to look into 
the killings and abuse of indige- 
nous peoples and activists. 

He described the rights viola- 
tionsas“tragic.” With reports 
from Jerome Aning in Manila; 
Desiree Calusa, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 


Military presents report but lawyer says it’s ‘incomplete’ 


los was forcibly taken on Nov. 
17, 2006, by members of the 
69th IB during a raid of their 
house in Tabon. 

They said the soldiers were 
searching for Leny but, failing 
to find her, took Romulos as 
"ransom" for her to surrender. 
The soldiers also allegedly took 
Leny's mobile phone. 

"There was no ... warrant of 
arrest or any legal ground for 
Leny Robiios to answer or to 
yield, and the only reason she 
was made to yield was her ac- 
tivities as an organizer of a legal 
organization,” they said. 

‘This was how the petitioners 
recounted the turn of events: 

Leny was tailed by four men 
їп а green pickup truck and two 
others on a motorcycle when 
she made a trip to SM in Clark 
on Nov. 7, 2006. 

The pickup truck proceeded 
to the Robifios house, but Leny 
was tailed up to the market of 
San Nicolas in Angeles. 

On the same day, the house 
was raided by members of the 
69th IB. They left when they 
failed to find Leny. 

‘The next day, the soldiers set 
up a detachment 70 meters 
from the house. 

Оп Nov. 17, the soldiers again 
raided the house, still in search 
of Leny, but took Romulos in- 
stead. 


Protection 

The writ of amparo was 
specifically adopted by the 
Supreme Court in response to 
the extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances of jour- 
nalists and leftist activists. 

It denies authorities the de- 
fense of denial, requires them to 
take decisive action, and de- 
mands accountability from 
them. 

Under the writ, the families 
of victims of  extrajudicial 
killings and forced disappear- 
ances, or those under threat, 
may seek from any court a tem- 
porary protection order. 


Baguio academic community 
had decided to join hands be- 
cause "it has become ever so 
dear in a global arena, that 
clean air and the environment is 
the issue that holds the key to 
mankind's survival in our very 
own planet.” 

Kenney said that “keeping 
the scent of pine in Baguio” was 
a laudable goal because the ef- 
fort amounted to “preserving 
one of the natural treasures of 
this country.” 

Other celebrities, like Chris- 
tine Bersola, Manilyn Reynes, 
Sam Concepcion, Cheska Orte- 
ga, University of the Philippines 
summa cum laude graduate 
Mikaela Irene Fudolig, Olsen 
Racela, Miss Earth-Philippines 
2007 Jean Harn and Little Earth 
Angel winner Denisse Mikaela 
Abuan, have read stories to chil- 
dren at the Inquinen's Makati of- 
fices. 


DE LUNA: Brash taller, big-time player 


GAMES TOMORROW (Ynares Center, Antipolo City) 
4:35 p.m.—Magnolia vs. Alaska 
7:20 pm.—Coca-Cola vs. Purefoods 


FIL-AM ROOKIE SENSATION RYAN REYES 
took over from top gun Kelly Williams as 
Sta. Lucia sent Air21 to its worst loss in 
franchise history, 115-80, last night in the 
Smart-PBA Philippine Cup at the As- 
trodome in Pasay City. 

‘The Realtors took their second win in five 
outings after only two quarters as Reyes; the 
third overall rookie pick this зейвоп who'rest- 
ed his ailing right heel in a loss to Red Bull Fri- 
day, poured all his 14 points in 12 minutes in 
the first half, which Sta. Lucia took at 56-36. 


By Musong В. Castillo 


night. 


Araneta Coliseum. 


the next round. 


he simply wants the titie. 


AUCUSTOEACRHZ 


Just hope that itis not Efren. 


“I didn't expect him (Reyes) to play like this 
since he's just recovering from an injury,” said 
Sta. Lucia coach Boyet Fernandez. "Tm glad 
he did, he's due for this kind of performance." 

In the second game, Talk 'N Text edged Red 
Bull in overtime, 115-111, to grab second 
place behind idle and unbeaten Purefoods 
with a 4-2 record. 

Asi Taulava missed two free throws with 15 
seconds left in regulation to pave the way for 
the extension at 100-all before the Phone Pals 
finally pinned a second loss in five games on 

"tire Bulls. 

Air21’s loss was the biggest by any team 
since Welcoat fell to then San Miguel (now 
Magnolia), 79-119, last May 23. 
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late SPORTS 


JEFF DE LUNA HAS THIS BRASHNESS IN 
his talk that he backed with a big game last 


While most Filipinos remained cautious of 
their chances, De Luna vowed to overpower the 
field after showing compatriot Lee Van Corteza 
the door, 10-7, to advance to the Last 32 of the 
$400,000 World Pool Championship at the 


“Kakatayin ko ang lahat ng makakatapat ko (1 
will butcher every opponent that I face in this 
tournament),” De Luna told reporters minutes 
after disposing of Corteza, unmindful that he 
could be going up against Efren “Bata” Reyes in 


А few moments later, and even after a win far 
more impressive—10-1 over the Spaniard David 
Alcaide—Francisco “Django” Bustamante said 


Robert Gomez annihilated Dutch Alex Lely 
10-1 to also advance to the next round. 

“I don't mind whoever it is I face, because 
that's the draw,” Bustamante said in Filipino. "I 


“I just want to win this tournament so bad 
that it would be OK i£ I don't win a tournament 
again,” Bustamante, the 2001 runner-up, 
added. 

‘The 24-year-old De Luna actually had an ax 
to grind against Corteza, who replaced him in 
the Southeast Asian Games team that will play 
in Thailand next month. 

“Sinabi nya na swerte lang daw ako, kung gus- 
to niya money game kami kahit ngayon na (He 
told people 

that I was just lucky If he wants we can playa 
money game now),” De Luna told reporters. 

Reyes was due to play Konstantin 
Stepanov of Russia in a very late 
match at the television table. 

Defending champion Ronnie 
Alcano has also yet to see action. 
against Englishman Daryl Peach. 

The fiery Earl Strickland of the 
United States was sent packing by a 
pocket-sized Vietnamese, 22year- |. 
old, five-foot Luong Chi Dung, 10-8, in "f 
one of the biggest upsets thus far. - 

Marlon Manalo got the door after 
winning just one rack opposite Ra- 
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The scores: 

First Game 

STA. LUCIA 115— Gonzales 17, Yeo 16, Reyes 14, Men- 
doza 14, Aquino 13, Omolon 9, Miranda 8, Espino 8, Daa 5, 
Wiliams 5, Bel, Maracay 2. 

‘N21 80—N'boleda 16, Canaleta 15, Se 10, Chia 8,Cruz6, 
Intl 5, Santos 5, Kramer 4, de Ocampo 4, Soto 4, Baluyot 3, 
Dimaurahan 0. t 

‘Quarters: 26-16, 56-96, 8257, 115-80 

‘Second Game 

TALK N TEXT 115—Wastington 20, de Ocampo 18, Car- 
ona 17, dava 16, Atado 13, Bllones 9, Riuzo 9, Alapag 7, 
Carey 6. Añana 0, Beano 0 = 

RED BULL 111—Bagulo 30, Najorda 20, hrabek 12, Cuz 
11, Pennisi 11, Bugia 10, Sharma 5, Adriano 5, Andaya 4, 
Robinson 3, Membre 0, Ybanez 0 

‘Quarters: 31-22, 53-45; 81-75; (008 (OT) 115-111, 
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More on World Pool Championship 
and other Sports stories on A25 to 28 


doslav Babica of Poland and Ramil Gallego was 
also ousted later after taking a 5-10 beating at 
the hands of Taiwan's Kuo Po-cheng. 

Antonio Gabica became the fifth Filipino to 
head for the showers for the day, but not after 


Boening, to the limit, 
7-10. 


4 CIE 


Realtors rout Express; Pals triumph AB 


IT'S A wild battle for the loose ball as Sta. Lucia's Nelbert Omolon 
(left) and Dennis Daa (right) battle Air2I's Arwind Santos (second 
from left) and Ranidel de Ocampo. 


комун 


Oil prices near $98/barrel as dollar falls to new lows 


From page Al 
record—the fall of the US dollar to 
new lows against major currencies and 
expectations of declining US supplies 
amid news of an attack on a Yemeni oil 
pipeline. 

“It’s a crazy market. People just 
want to get more money and are bet- 
ting on the upside,” said Tetsu 
Emori, an analyst with Astmax in 
Tokyo. 

Light, sweet crude for December de- 
livery added $1.28 to $97.98 a barrel 
by late afternoon, after rising as high 
as $98.17 a barrel—an all-time futures 
trading record—in Asian electronic 
trading on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. 

The contract hit a high of $97.10 
on Tuesday before closing at $96.70 a 
barrel, a record settlement 66 per- 
cent higher than the close on the first 
trading day of the year. Wednesday's 
trading record is 96.7 percent higher 
than this year’s trading low of 
$49.90. 

“The oil market sentiment remains 


bullish ... there is an overall upward 
trend toward the $100 level,” said Vic- 
tor Shum, energy analyst with Purvin 
& Gertz in Singapore. “Meanwhile, we 
can expect extreme volatility where on 
the one hand some traders will take 
profit while others will buy back posi- 
tions.” 


Record lows for dollar 

The dollar plumbed record lows 
against the euro and set a 26-year low 
against the pound on Wednesday, 
pushing oil to all-time peaks. 

The US currency had been under 
pressure in recent sessions as expec- 
tations grew the Federal Reserve 
would cut interest rates again to lim- 
it damage from the housing market's 
downturn that, in turn, would fur- 
ther erode the yield the dollar of- 
fers. 

Rubbing salt into the dollars 
‘wounds, a senior Chinese political fig- 
ure said China should balance its cur- 
rency reserves—the world's 
largest—so that stronger currencies, 


such as the euro, would offset the fur- 
ther weakening of the dollar. 

The dollar has fallen beyond $1.47 
per euro, according to Reuters data, 
bringing its losses this year to around 
10 percent. The US currency set 
all-time lows against a basket of six 
major currencies, while the sterling set 
anew 26-year high above $2.10. 

Diversification comments from 
Cheng Siwei, vice chair of the stand- 
ing committee of the National Peo- 
ple's Congress, were followed by re- 
marks from Xu Jian, a Chinese cen- 
tral bank official, who said the dollar 
was losing its status as a global cur- 
rency. 

A weakening of the US currency 
makes it cheaper to buy oil, which is 
priced in dollars. Analysts say surging 
Ой prices are in rurn weighing on the 
dollar, creating a vicious cycle for the 
US currency. 

"Rampant energy prices serve to 
place even greater sums into the hands 
of oil exporters who continue to recy- 
cle receipts out of dollars and into oth- 


er liquid forex such as euro and ster- 
ling," ING said in a note to clients. 


Supply concerns 

Traders also remained worried 
about whether supplies would be ade- 
quate to meet demand for heating fuel 
in the approaching Northern Hemi- 
sphere winter. News of an attack Mon- 
day on an oil pipeline in Yemen added 
to those concerns. 

Figures to be released later Wednes- 
day by the US Energy Information Ad- 
ministration (EIA) are expected to show 
crude supplies dropped last week. Ana- 
lysis surveyed by Dow Jones Newswires 
predict, on average, that crude oil inven- 
tories fell by 1.6 million barrels. 

“The price rise is really driven by ex- 
pectations of drawdowns in crude oil 
and distillate stocks inventories in the 
US inventory report,” Shum said. 
“Some cold weather reports out of the 
US and Europe serve as a reminder 
that winter is coming and that there 
are still supply concerns.” 

Ой inventories likely fell due to a 


suspension of output at Mexico's state 
ой company Petroleos Mexicanos, a 
major crude exporter to the United 
States, which temporarily shut its 
ports last week due to severe weather. 

Оп Tuesday, the EIA predicted ой 
consumption would rise in the fourth 
quarter and next year despite higher 
prices and that inventories would fall. 

"Strong demand, limited surplus ca- 
pacity falling inventories and geopolit- 
ical concerns continue to weigh on the 
market,” the EIA said in its monthly 
Short-Term Energy Outlook. 

‘According to the ЕПА, global oil mar- 
kets “will likely remain stretched” be- 
cause world oil demand has grown 
much faster than oil supply outside of 
the Organization of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (Opec). 

"That has put pressure on Opec and 
inventories to bridge the gap, adding 
geopolitical risks, tight inventories in 
rich countries and worldwide refining 
bottlenecks were set to keep crude ой 
prices high and volatile. Reports from 
AD AFP and Reuters 


Girl, 11, loses hope for poor family, hangs herself 


From page Al 


der her pillow along with her diary. 

‘The letter read in part: "Good after- 
noon Ate Vicky (Morales, the show's 
host). І am Mariannet L. Amper, 11 
years old. Lam in the sixth grade. I am 
studying at the Ма-а Central Elemen- 
tary School. I wrote to you because I 
wish to have new shoes and bag and 
jobs for my mom and dad. 

“Ies because my dad is often jobless and 
my mom does extra work doing laundry" 

‘She never got to send the letter. 

At about 3 p.m. of Nov. 2, she tied a 
nylon rope around her neck and 
hanged herself at their home at the 
back of the Yniquez Subdivision in Ma- 
a District. 

‘The night before, Mariannet, a Grade 
6 pupil, approached her father, Isabelo, 
pleading for P100 for a school project 
that she needed to submit on Nov. 5. 

But Isabelo, 49, who has not had a job 
as a construction worker for several 


months already couldn't give the money. 

Isabelo told his daughter to ask her 
mother, Magdalena, if she had the 
amount. But he said there may be hope 
as he was expecting a job at a chapel 
under construction in downtown. 

Although work has not started, Is- 
abelo said, he borrowed P1,000 as 
“cash advance” from his prospective 
employer on the morning of Nov, 2. 

Isabelo went home that day to real- 
ize the money was no longer needed 
because his daughter lay dead. “I sus- 
pect that she did it because of our situ- 
ation," he said. 

Mariannet’s mother works part-time 
repacking noodles in a factory near 
home, earning at least P50 a day. She 
also does laundry, receiving P100 to 
Р150а йау. 

In contrast, Isabelo is in and out of 
work. “I'm already old. No one would 
want to hire me,” he sai 

Going through Marianner's things, 


her parents saw her school "ta- 
laarawan," or diary. 

In an entry dated Oct. 5, Mariannet 
wrote: “Parang isang buwan na kaming 
absent. Hindi na kasi namin binibilang 
ang absent ko. Hindi ko namalayan па 
malapit na pala ang Pasko (It seemed 
as if we were absent from school for a 
month now. We stopped counting how 
many absences I had. Christmas is get- 
ting near, I didn't notice it).” 

Isabelo said that in the first week of 
October, Mariannet skipped school as 
they did not have money for "baon." 

“We did not have any money and I 
didnt want Mariannet and her 
younger brother (Reynald) to walk to 
School,” he said in Bisaya. 

Isabelo said Mariannet was absent 
for three days. “For her, three days was 
like one month,” he said. 

Оп Oct. 14, Mariannet wrote in her 
diary: “Hindi kami nakapagsimba dahil 
wala kaming pamasahe at nilalagnat 


pa ang aking tatay kaya naglaba na 
lang kami ng aking nanay (We weren't 
able to go to church because we didn’t 
have money for transportation and my 
father had a fever so my mother and I 
just washed clothes).” 

The parents also discovered a letter 
Mariannet wrote for "Wish Ko Lang.” 

"Gusto ko na makatapos ako sa pag- 
aaral at gustong-gusto ko na makabili 
ng bagong bike (I want to finish study- 
ing and I really want to buy a new 
bike)," her unsent letter read. 

“We never knew that our daughter 
had dreams for us,” Isabelo said. 


No electricity, running water 

The Ampers live in a house that has 
no electricity or running water. 

Of seven siblings, only Mariannet and 
Reynald are left with their parents as their 
other siblings have families of their own. 

Even with only two children left to 
feed, the Ampers are still having a 


tough time making ends meet. 

Aneighbor said even in this “mostly 
poor” neighborhood, the Ampers were 
being discriminated against. "Other 
kids don't want to play with the Amper 
children because they are untidy,” the 
neighbor said. 

Mariannet’s story drove people, who 
heard it on radio, to tears. 

Опе of them, Ali Sotto, cried as she 
and fellow host Arnold Clavio reported 
the story in their dzBB program. "It's 
more painful to listen to this (Marian- 
net’s death) than to stories of bribery 
and money being thrown around in 
Malacafiang,” she said. 

Clavio said the program staff tried to 
get a reaction from Palace officials 
who, at the time Mariannet' story was 
being reported on dzBB, were meeting 
at the Manila Hotel for an antipoverty 
workshop. 

He was told by one official that Mar- 
iannet’s case was “isolated.” 


ONE WORLD AND ENTER 
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LEGRAND 


TOWER 2 


This is the watershed moment for those in search of the 
ultimate lifestyle. Eastwood LeGrand II. The de facto address 
for an exclusive power circle dedicated to a cult of luxury. 
Неге, you leave the ordinary behind and enter a new realm 
where the indulgences are so much grander. Discover that 

sense of belonging, that feeling of coming home in style 
to an exquisitely designed loft, the first in Eastwood City. 
With its thoughtfully planned layout and quick access to 
modern conveniences, you'll find it easy to let go of the day's 
excesses and immerse yourself in unparalleled comfort. 

With your home as a perfect launch pad, explore a multitude 
of diversions. At the seventh level, a medley of fitness 
amenities and refreshing green gardens makes relaxing so 
much fun. And outside your doorstep are City Walk 1 and 2, 
where you join the metro's trendsetters in a leisure scene brimming 
with the sights and sounds of eclectic shops, chic restaurants 
and vibrant entertainment centers. At Eastwood LeGrand Il, 
every privilege is at your command. 


Developer: 


К 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


VISIT THE EASTWOOD CITY GRAND SHOWROOM 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 


Call us now at (632) 421-0000 


Eastwood City Information Centre/ Grand Showroom, Eastwood City E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon City 


Exclusive Marketing Manager: 
wwwmegaworkdcorp.com. 
ww wieastwood-properties.com 10 9001:2000 CERTIFIED Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
quirer met name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-m 


1. DID. YOU KNOW... 
‘THE NATIONAL Power Corp. was created by Common- 
wealth Act No. 120 on Nov. 3, 1936 to nationalize the 
hydroelectric industry. Originally organized as a non= _ 
stock public corporation, Napocor was converted into 
а government-owned stock corporation in 1960 with 
‘the passage of Republic Act No. 2641. Napocor holds 
office on Quezon Avenue in Diliman, Quezon City. 
Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


metroGinguirercom.ph. 


Leviste defense witnesses take stand 


Makati City court hears testimonies on slain aide's temper, character 


By Dj Yap 


‘THE CAMP OF FORMER BATAN- 
gas Gov. Jose Antonio Leviste 
yesterday presented as a witness 
an American businessman who 
claimed to have seen the “pugna- 
cious, aggressive and violent” 
side of Rafael de las Alas, Lev- 
iste's aide whom he shot dead in 
January. 

‘As the presentation of the de- 
fense evidence continued, a 
Makati court heard the testimo- 


ban. 


Nida kin fear truth now more out of reach 


By Kristine L. Alave 


SIX YEARS AFTER THE BRUTAL MURDER 
of her mother, actress Nida Blanca, Kaye 
Torres yesterday urged anyone who has in- 
formation regarding her death to come for- 
ward and reveal the truth 

Given the slow pace of the investigation 
and the deepening mystery of her mother's 
death, Torres said a confession or at least a 
reliable lead from someone who knows 
what happened to Blanca on Nov. 7, 2001, 
would bea blessing. 


Reunion D 

Torres and many of Blanca's relatives and 
friends from show business yesterday gath- 
егей at the actress’ grave at the Loyola 


ny of Randolph Chaffee who re- 
called two instances in which 
the victim purportedly showed 
his bad temper. 

Judge Elmo Alameda of 
Makati Regional Trial Court 
Branch 150 also heard the tes- 
timonies of De las Alas’ driver, 
Salvador Capitin, who said De 
las Alas had acted oddly on 
the day he was killed, and that 
of employee Levie Pangani- 


Manuel 


Singson, Leviste's 


Memorial Park in Marikina City to remem- 
ber her life. 

With the recent death of Rod Strunk, 
Blanca's husband and the police's prime 
suspect, Torres expressed fears that the 
truth behind her mother's murder has be- 
come more out of reach. 


Waitand see 

“Its still a dark time for us. We don't 
know what lies ahead. It's still a wait-and- 
see situation. I wish somebody would come 
forward with the truth,” she added. 

‘Actor Dolphy Quizon, who played Blan- 
саз husband in the long-running television 
sitcom ‘John en Marsha,” said the death of 
Strunk has contributed to the mystery of 
the actress’ death. 


Manila hotel has new owner 


By Allison W. Lopez 


‘THE MANILA CITY GOVERNMENT FINALLY 
pushed through yesterday with the sale of 
the Grand Boulevard Hotel on Roxas Boule- 
vard which was placed on the auction block 
because its owner failed to settle unpaid real 
property taxes. 

City legal officer Renato de la Cruz, chair 
ofthe auction committee, said private devel- 
oper Pacific Wide Realty and Development 
Corp. won with a bid of P106.65 million. 

De la Cruz said they chose to ignore a 
stay order issued by Judge Antonio Eugenio 
of Manila Regional Trial Court Branch 24, 


4 face obstruction raps in Mendez case 


By Tina б. Santos 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
Чоп yesterday filed obstruction of justice 
charges against a Muntinlupa City village 
official and three security guards for al- 
legedly refusing to cooperate in the investi- 
gation of the death of suspected hazing vic- 
tim Cris Anthony Mendez. 

Charged in the Muntinlupa City Prosecu- 
tors Office were Manny Samson, manager of 
the Pacific Malayan Village in Cupang, 
Muntinlupa City and security guards Ricardo 
Cordova, Ruel Arandilla and Cezar Porcadilla. 

Lawyer Romulo Asis, chief of the NBI An- 
ti-Terrorism Division, said they filed the 
case after the four refused to let them serve 
subpoenas to Jose Andoni Santos, a Univer- 
sity of the Philippines student who is said to 


копек 


saying it was invalid. 

“The Court of Appeals already dismissed 
the petition for rehabilitation, and with it au- 
tomatically comes the dissolution of the stay 
order issued by Judge Eugenio,” De la Cruz 
explained. “The mayor is already impatient. 
We have already stopped the auction twice. 
We need the money badly for city projects." 

The management of Grand Boulevard, 
meanwhile, has one year to redeem the 
property by paying monthly the sale 
amount, plus two percent interest, to Pacif- 
ic. If it fails to do so, Pacific said the proper- 
ty may be converted into a condominium- 
hotel with the filing of a writ of possession. 


be a member of the Sigma Rho fraternity. 
The NBI is investigating several Sigma Rho 
members, including Santos, for their possi- 
ble involvement in hazing rites which could 
have led to the death of Mendez, a fraterni- 
ty neophyte, on Aug. 27. 

Based оп information received by the 
NBI, Santos is a resident of the Pacific 
Malayan Village. 

An NBI team tried three times to serve 
him with subpoenas but the security 
guards, apparently upon Samson's orders, 
repeatedly prevented the agents from en- 
tering the village. 

The guards also refused to receive the 
subpoenas on Santos' behalf. At one time, 
the guards even told the NBI team that San- 
tos and his family had already left for 
Spain. 


Unit D, 6* Floor, Washington Tower 
Asiaworid City, E. Aguinaldo Blvd. 
Tambo, Parafiaque City 1703 
Telefax: 632-8798310 


INVITATION TO EXPRESS INTEREST AND PRE-QUALIFY 
A. E-Konek Pilipinas, Inc., an IT company focusing on Value-Added Solutions 


for e-governance, 


‘embarking on several major projects by the start of 2008. 


Аз а systems integrator, E-Konek is building its database of third-party IT 
solution providers for possible partnerships, outsourcing or body shop 


contracting. 


B. Ifyou are an IT company with expertise in the following areas, we invite you 


to introduce your company, and your special competence by submi 


ga 


company portfolio. Particulars of the company portfolio are published in our 


website www.ekonek.com. 


Software Design — Java Framework, Services, Workflow. 
Systems Administration and Database Administration — Unix/ Linux, 


Oracle 10G primarily. 


Custom Software Development Use of Open-source software products, 
J2EE, Configuration Management version control systems, WEB 


А 


lication Development, test automation, mobile and hand-held solutions 


Facilities Management — Network design, network monitoring, data center 


‘operations and management. 


C. This invitation is open from 06 November 2007 to 15 December 2007. 


bre 
Guillermo L. Parayno, Jr. 
President 


(PDI - November 8 & 15, 2007) 


lawyer, said Chaffee's testimony 
would show De las Alas’ violent 
tendencies and suggested that 
he was the “aggressor” in the 
fight that had led to Leviste 
shooting him on Jan. 12 at the 
LPL Tower in Makati City. 
Chaffee, a tenant at LPL Tow- 
ers who served as the consul- 
tant for a friend's Internet café 
business, said the first run-in he 
‚Вай with De las Alas occurred 
some time berween September 
and October in 2004. He said 


De las Alas confronted him 
about the air-conditioning in 
his office, which he had in- 
stalled on his own without get- 
ting the latter's permission. 

As he was explaining, De las 
Alas "cut me off and yelled at 
me, telling me he's the boss at 
LPL Towers and everything goes 
through him,” Chaffee said, 
adding that he was "shocked" at 
the outburst. 

The second incident occurred 
in mid-2005. Chaffee said he 


was talking with another em- 
ployee about a request, to re- 
duce the size of his business 
sign. 

He said the discussion went 
well, and he had agreed to take 
down the sign and replace it 
with a smaller one. But De las 
Alas allegedly interrupted the 
discussion and began yelling at 
him, and even tried “swinging” 
at him with a fist. 

“He made contact with my 
shoulder but I was able to step 


back. He was very angry, very 
furious,” Chaffee said. "I just 
backed out. I was just scared. 1 
didn't want to put my back to 
him.” 

Capitin, on the other hand, 
testified about the “unusual 
things” De las Alas did before he 
жаз killed. 

He said that as he was driving 
De las Alas home with his co- 
workers on Jan. 11, the victim 
talked to a female co-worker 

Leviste/ A2 


He admitted that it had become more 
and more difficult for the truth to.come out 
as the years go by. “Hopefully the truth will 
come out," he said. 

And if the court will not get those responsi- 
ble for his friend's death, the comedian added: 
“God will be the one to judge the culprit.” 

Dorothy Jones in real life, was found 
dead inside her Nissan Sentra parked at the 
Atlanta Centre building in Greenhills. The 
actress had been stabbed 13 times. 

A suspect in the crime, Philip Medel, who 
was allegedly hired by Strunk to kill Blanca, 
is still in jail 


the grave of her mother, actress Nida Blanca, 
says she is still ooking for answers to the mysteries surrounding her 


KAYE Torres, be 


mother's death. NODELROTONI 


Step Up in life with the only housing loan that adjusts 
your monthly amortization to your earning Capacity. 


P 12,500 
for the next. 


16 years* 


[=ч 


With fixed payments that you can afford right now, i 


there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 
Р Y Introducing 2 
BPI Family Savings Bank’s Step UP Housing Loan 


We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms. 


TU. EZream Term 


ГТоап Term 


Years. BLEI 


i Amount Payment Schedule Amount Payment Schedule 
P 8,000 first 2 years P 8,000 first.2 years 
P 11,800 next 2 years P 9,800 next 2 years 
P 13,600 Remaining 11 years P 12,500 Remaining 16 years 


* Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING«space»name«space» message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI, ВРІ Family Savings Bank 
or Express Banking Center near you. 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 


Build o Decne) n 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Get started on. tomorrow. 


PHILJOY.COM TOURS AND Нуе Ju Song 
CONSULTING CORP. (o Han) 
10105 Residencia 8888 Pea Drive, — Korean 

Origas Cir, Son Antoni, Pasig Cy 


‘GLOBAL DEVELOPING SEAFOOD Seung Hwan Lee 
EXPORT & IMPORT CORPORATION Korean 

72 Scariot St, Moonwalk, 

Paranaque Ciy 


D & T GLOBAL CORPORATION Jang Won Kim 
Unit 702 Rhe Corporate Tower, Korean 
Madrigal Business Park, 

Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa Сау 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. ‘anton 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Indonesian 
Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. ‘Chen Yew Chu 
21 The Enterprise Center, Malaysian 
Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 


Makati Ciy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Кап Boon Chiew 
2UIF The Enterprise Center, Singaporean 
Tower il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2UF The Enterprise Center, ‘Vietnamese 
Tower il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Cty 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. тйс Bau Lai 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Vietnamese 
Tower 0, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Cy 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. hoi Son Tran 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Vietnamese 
Tower li, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati City 

OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Bao Duong 
2AF The Enterprise Center, Vietnamese. 
Tower 1, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 

OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. T Quang Thai 
ТИЕ The Enterprise Center, ‘Vietnamese 
Tower 1, 6766 Ayala Ave. 


Makati Chy 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 


ZUF The Enterprise Center, Malaysian. 
Tower П, 6768 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Ciy 

OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Eu Shan Ong 
21 The Enterprise Center, Malaysian 


Tower 1, 6765 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cy 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZUF The Enterpise Center Malaysian 
Tower 1, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Soim 
20 The Enterprise Center, Indonesian 
Tower 1, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati City 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Gunawan 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Indonesian 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Cy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Agus 
2UIF The Enterprise Center, Indonesian 
Tower Il, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Suniphat 

21IF The Enterprise Center, Chamniwanitchensn 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. Thai 

Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Thuc Man Quang 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Vietnamese 
Tower I, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 

OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. roonrat Niemsawan 
2UF The Enterprise Center, Thal 

Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 

‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. My Ha Thai 

ФМ The Enterprise Center, Vienamese 
Tower II, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Kok Wal Lee 
IF The Enterprise Center, Malaysian 
Tower I, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Cty 

OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Rudi Kam 


2UF The Enterprise Center, Indonesian 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Chy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Richard Chin 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, Han Poh 
Tower 1, 6766 Ayala Ave. Malaysian 
Makati Ciy 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. ‘Slang Kem Wong 
20 The Enterprise Cemer, Malaysian 
Tower ll, 6766 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 


СИД 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Region 


Position 


Travel Marketing 


Chinese anguoge 
Sports Trader 


Chinese-language 
Sports Trader 


Chinese-tanguage 
Spons Trader 


Chireselanguage 
Spots Trader. 


^| кли. MINING а. 


DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companieslemployers have filed with this Regional Office applications for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
Company Employer 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2UF The Enterprise Center, 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


‘OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ЛМЕ The Enterprise Center, 
Tower Il, 6765 Ayala Ave. 
Makali Cy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2UF The Enterprise Center, 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ФМ The Enterprise Center, 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, 
Tower I, 6765 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2 The Enterprise Сеше, 
Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ТҮР The Enterprise Center, 
Tower i, 6765 Ayala Ave. 

Makati Chy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ТИЕ The Enterprise Center, 
Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


FAIR MYSTIC CO. LTD. 
82 Madrigal Ср1. 
ЕВ. Harison St, Pasay Cty 


FAIR MYSTIC CO. LTD. 
82 Madrigal Ср, 
ЕВ. Harison St, Pasay Ciy 


FAIR MYSTIC CO. LTD. 
B2 Madrigal Cpd.. 
ЕВ. Harison SL, Pasay Ciy 


ADVANCED WORLD 
‘SOLUTIONS, INC. 


ADVANCED WORLD 
SYSTEMS, INC. 

SIF Cbank-Frabelle Building. 
Madrigal Business Park, 
Alabang-Zapote Rd.. 
Muntinlupa Сау 


NOKIA SIEMENS NETWORKS 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

20/F Phiamie Tower, 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati Cty 


VIVA MANILA CLUB - THEATER 
в KTV RESTAURANT, INC. 
2332 Roxas Bid., Pasay City 


TELUS INTERNATIONAL 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

ЗИЕ Discovery Center, 

25 ADB Avenue, Onigas Center, 
Pasig City 


YELLOW DRAGON TRADING 
3738 F. Duala St, 

Barangay Lingunan, 
Valenzuela Chy 


STEEL MILL CORP. 
207 реток Bel-Air, Polaris St. 
cor. Durban St, Makati Cty 


MISYS INTERNATIONAL 
BANKING SYSTEMS INC. 
‘OF Раат Tower, 

8767 Paseo de Roxas Avenue, 
Makati Chy 


OFFSHORE LEGAL 
RESEARCH SERVICE 

15A Greenrich Mansion, 
Lourdes Steet, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig Сау 


GLOBAL MOBILETECH 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

тта Saeed St, 

Legaspi Vile, Makati Cy 


OFT LENDING INC. 
Uri 20A Wyreum Corporate Plaza, 
22 Emerald Avenue, 

(niga Center, Pasig Cy 


SOFT WHEEDLE 
TRADING LTD. СО. 
7101 Masangkay St, Binondo, Manila 


JUNNAN TRADING LTD. CO. 
1939 J. Abad Santos SL, 
Tondo, Mania 


ASIAN TECH. COMPUTER 
‘SALES CORPORATION 
25 Hemady SL, New Manda, 


Quezon Ciy 


If you have any informationlobjection to the above mentioned application's please communicate with the Regional Director. 


+" 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER MA. AMELITA. 
“Girlie” Villarosa did a heroic act 
for President Gloria by shielding 
her from attacks arising out of the 
issue concerning the distribution 
of cash to congressmen and local 
officials in Malacafiang. 

Villarosa admitted the other 
day that she was the source of 
the largesse, weeks after the 
scandal broke out in media. 

The Mindoro Occidental 
solon, whose husband former 
Gov. Jose Villarosa is serving 
time at the National Bilibid P: 
ons for multiple murders, said 
the money came from Kampi, 
the President's party. 

But the deputy speaker has- 
tened to add that the President 
was innocent about the cash 
distribution. 

She's the third official to ad- 
mit she was the scurce of the 
cash gifts. The others are two 
governors who said the money 
came from the governors 
league. 

Was Villarosa expecting a re- 
ward in return? 

According to a source, she 
has been telling her friends and 
constituents who would care to 
listen that her convicted mur- 
derer of а husband might soon 
be pardoned. 

Some NBP officials alleged 
that the congresswoman had 
been dropping the President's 
name whenever she reportedly 
requested extra privileges for 


about a fight he just had with 
Leviste. 

The woman told De las Alas 
not to go to work the following 
day, as she, too, would be ab- 
sent. De las Alas agreed, Capitin 
said. 

But early the next morning, 
De las Alas called him and 
asked him to drive him to LPL 
Tower, he said. On the way, he 
observed that his boss seemed 
unusually quiet. 

When they reached the build- 
g, De las Alas did not ask him 
to take his two bags, including a 
clutch bag with a.9 mm gun, to 
his office, as he customarily did, 
Instead, De las Alas took the 


lang Zhang Assistant Manager 


наи Zen Vice President 


Marju Zen Vice President 


Katsuya Hayakawa 

Japanese 

Ji Hyun Park (Customer interaction bane 
Korean Associate 


Bid opening, 


Turkish Representative! 


[ 


The process for the 


Lee Edward Tanswell 
ват Test Analyst 

qualification procedure. 
Takako Brillant Assistant 
Ганы least 50% of the ABC. 
Japanese 


5. In addition, bidders must ha 
lax saturnas (VAT andlor 
БУТ 


Mark Steven Thaler Marketing Specialist 


inthe amount of Fis 


Korean ‘Team Manager 7. The PEZA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 20 
November 2007, 2:00 PM. at the 6th Floor, Social Hall, PEZA Building, 
Roxas Boulevard comer San Luis St, Pasay City. 
8. Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to tha address below оп 
В ог betore 11:00 a.m. of 04 December 2007. All Bids must be accompanied 
Jajng Yang ‘Supervisor by a Bid security in the form of GSIS Surety Bond in the amount of not I 
Chinese than 2.5% of the ABC or in the form of cash, certified check, cashier's 
check, bank draft or revocat 
than 15 of the ABC. Lato Bids shali nol be acceple 
9. Bid opening shall be on 04 December 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the 6th Floor, Social 
Ging tis ner Hall, PEZA Bldg. Roxas Blvd corner San Luis SL, 


attend. 
10.0 case any of the 


hereby incurring any 


Bias and Awards Comm 


БЕ PCT 
MUNDO G AGRAVANTE 
C Regional rector /* 


Website: www.peza.gov.ph 


Solon to the rescue 


Leviste defense ... „= 


таре: 532 5513438- 5513464 Facil (632) 5513436 
Enat «береза gouph-Webse- www peta ону! 


INWITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Janitorial, Messengerial & Other Manpower Requirements of PEZA 
(PEZA-HO-2007-10) 
4. The Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA), through its Corporate 
Operating Budget for CY 2008 intends to apply the sum of P7, 134,962.83 
Y? Approved Budget for ће Contract (ABC) lo рау 
Contract for the Janitorial & Other Manpower Services Requirements of 
PEZA. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be aulomatical 


ЖА Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
2 тонар nd ree 


2. The PEZA now invites Bids from eligible Bidders to provide 27 Janitors; 6 
Clerks; 7 Messengers: 2 Bullding Maintenance; 1 Supervisor. 
Delivery of the GOODS is required for one (1) year. The description of an 
eligible Bidder is contained in Section П of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


3. Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
mon-discretionary pass/fail criteria as speci 
cand Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise 
known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act,” and is restricted to 
pino citizens/sole propielorships, organizations with at least sixty percent 
j% interest or outstanding capi 
Philippines and to citizens or organizations of a country the laws or regulations 
of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino clüzens, pursuant to 
Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 
135). Only Bids (rom Bidders who pass the eligibility check will be opened. 
igibliy check is described in S 
Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
advance to the post-qualification stage in order to fin 
responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial requirements of the 
project The contract shall hen be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and 
Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the post- 


4. Prospective bidders must have a minimum of five (5) years experience in 
providing manpower services and should have experience In undertaking а 
Single similar project within the last three (3) years with an amount of at 


а thor latest annual income and business 
lage Taxes covering six (6) months 
ly prior to the submission of bids) via the Electronic Filing and 
Payment System (FPS) of the Bureau of Internal 
6. A complete set of Bidding Documents may be inspected 
interested Bidders from 08-16 November 2007, Mondays to Fridays, 8:00 
алп. to 5:00 p.m. atthe address below and upon payment of а non-refundable 
‘Thousand Pesos Only (P5,000.00): 
of a certified copy of their Phil-GEPS Registration Certificato. Tho method 
Gf payment will be cash basis only. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


lotter of credit in the amount of not less 


‘opened in the presence of the Bidder 


sove dates is declared a special non-working holiday, it 
will automatically be reset on the next working day. 
11. The PEZA reserves the right to accept or re 
process and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without 
тыйу to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Secretariat 
SIF PEZA Building, Roxas Boulevard corner Sen Luis St, Pasay City 
Tel. No. 891-6444 / Telatax No. 681-9587 
E-mail peza_bac_secretariat@yahoo.com 
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her husband. 

Villarosa allegedly claimed 
responsibility for the sacking of 
Bureau of Corrections Director 
Vicente Vinarao after he didn't 
extend the hospital stay of for- 
mer Gov. Villarosa at the Makati 
Medical Center. 

Villarosa, the NBP officials al- 
leged, was just feigning illness. 

Му NBP sources said that 
Deputy Speaker Villarosa had re- 
quested that her husband be al- 
lowed to raise poultry inside the 
prisons’ maximum-security com- 
pound. However, the request was 
reportedly not granted by the 
new corrections director, Ricardo 
Dapat. 

‘Months before the last elec- 
tions, the former governor, one 
of several prominent names 
now serving time, allegedly 
asked to buy the white blankets 
issued to prisoners to be made 
into T-shirts with the name Vil- 
larosa on them. Again, the re- 
quest was turned down. 

Deputy Speaker Villarosa, 
however may have the last 
laugh because the President 
might just grant her husband 
pardon. 


gun himself, saying he "would 
not take long." 

During cross examination by 
Senior State Prosecutor Em- 
manuel Velasco, however, 
Capitin admitted that he felt 
some resentment toward De las 
Alas for being “stingy,” and that 
though he felt sad about his 
boss’ death, he “did not cry.” 

Leviste told the Inquirer the 
defense witnesses were show- 
ing a side of De las Alas that 
even he did not know about ог 
expect. P 

Velasco, however, said the 
witnesses presented were most- 
ly people beholden to Leviste as 
they remain his employees. 
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ISLAMABAD—PAKISTAN’S DE- 
posed top judge urged people to 
“rise up” against President Per- 
vez Musharraf's emergency rule, 
oni Tuesday, as the government 
cracked down on fresh protests 
amid growing international 
pressure. 

Opposition leader and former 
premier Benazir Bhutto mean- 
"while arrived in Islamabad for 
stalks with political allies, saying 
she had no plans to meet with 
the nuclear-armed nation's mili- 
tary ruler. 

Sacked. Chief Justice Iftikhar 
Muhammad Chaudhry called оп 


his countrymen to save the con- 
stitution, prompting authorities 
to sever mobile phone coverage 
їп parts of Islamabad as he ad- 
dressed a meeting of lawyers by 
telephone. 

“I want lawyers to spread my 
message to the people of Pak- 
istan,” he said to cheer for sup- 
porters before all lines went 
dead. “The time for sacrifice has 
‘come, to rise up for the suprema- 
cy of the constitution.” 

Chaudhry, one of nine judges 
sacked for refusing to endorse 
the emergency order and now 
under effective house arrest, said 


TALLEST 
BUDDHA 
The71-meter tall 
Leshan Buddha in. 
China's city of 

[d Leshan in Sichuan 
province,will get 
afacelift to fix 
damage from 
weather and acid 
rain. The world’s 


PEE, blackened nose, 
and with moss 


” 


‘Musharraf's “junta” had cracked 
down because it was scared the 
verdict would go against him. 

Musharraf brushed off calls 
from US President George W. 
Bush and other world leaders to 
end the state of emergency de- 
dared on Saturday, quit as Army 
chief and hold elections due in 
January. 

But in a sign of growing inter- 
national pressure, the Common- 
wealth said it had called an ex- 
traordinary meeting to discuss 
the state of emergency. These 
talks could in theory result in the 
country's suspension. 


Burma rejects meeting with UN, Suu Kyi 


RANGOON—BURMAS (MYAN- 
mar) junta has rejected a three- 
way meeting with UN special 
envoy Ibrahim Gambari and de- 
tained opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and refuses to bow 
to external pressure, state me- 
dia said on Wednesday. 

The military government also 
rejected any foreign or UN “in- 
terference,” Information Mi 
ter Brig. Gen. Kyaw Hsan told 
Gambari during a meeting on 
Tuesday. 

Gambari proposed a meeting 
between himself, Aung San Suu 
Kyi and labor minister Aung Kyi 
whom the junta appointed last 
month to liaise with her. 

But Kyaw Hsan said “current- 
ly the tripartite meeting will not 
be possible,” according to the 
New Light of Myanmar newspa- 
per. 

It is Gambari’s second mis- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 
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Top Pakistan judge calls for uprising 


Musharraf, who seized power 
їп а coup in 1999 and has since 
become a key US ally in the “war 
on terror,” cited a meddling judi- 
ciary as one of the reasons for 
clamping down, along with spi- 
ralling Islamic militancy. 

Pro-Taliban fighters took con- 
trol of a northwestern town оп 
Tuesday despite the emergency, 
flying flags from goverment 
buildings in the latest push by 
followers of a hardline cleric 
calling for Islamic law. 

Pakistan's cabinet met later to 
discuss the timetable for elec- 
tons but made no decisions, 


sion to Burma to push for re- 
forms since a bloody junta 
crackdown on pro-democracy 
protestors in late September. 

Gambari's mission appeared 
unlikely to bear fruit as the 
junta accused the United Na- 
tions of bowing to US pressure 
to impose Security Council 
sanctions following the crack- 
down. 

Kyaw Hsan also said sanc- 
tions had not helped and insist- 
ed the junta would not be 
swayed by external pressure. 

"I would like to point out that 
the previous pressures and 
sanctions did not provide any 
assistance to our democratiza- 
tion process, and nor did the 
new pressures and sanctions of 
the US and EU,” he told Gam- 
bari. 

“If you wish to see democracy 


in Burma you 


amid reports ofa split in the gov- 
ernment about whether to hold 
them on schedule in early 2008. 
Information Minister Moham- 
mad Ali Durrani said the timing 
of events depended on "legal is- 
sues" such as resolving a pend- 
ing Supreme Court ruling on the 
legality of Musharraf s victory in 
an Oct. 6 presidential election. 
In a second day of protests, 
police used batons and tear gas 
to break up a rally by 1,000 
lawyers in the central city of 
Multan, witnesses said. Another 
50 lawyers were detained in La- 
hore, according to witnesses. 


should try to persuade other na- 
Чоп» to cooperate with us in as- 
sisting (us with) the task," Kyaw 
Hsan said. 

"Here, what would we like to 
say is that we will welcome pos- 
itive coordination and coopera- 
ton for Burmese affairs, but 
will never accept any interfer- 
ence that may harm our 
sovereignty" the paper quoted 
him as saying. 

The UN in a statement noted 
that “Mr. Gambari and his coun- 
terparts had very frank and ex- 
tensive exchanges." 

Gambari pushed for the lift- 
ing of restrictions on Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who is under house ar- 
rest in Rangoon, and political 
prisoners, the UN and Kyaw 
Hsan said. 

But the junta stuck to its posi- 
tion that the detained Nobel 
peace prize winner must first 


‘And in northwestern Peshawar, 
police arrested seven members 
of former premier Nawaz 
Sharif's party. 

Police sources have said that 
around 1,500 opposition work- 
ers, lawyers and civil society 
members have been detained 
since Saturday. 

‘Meanwhile, opposition leader 
and former Pakistan cricketing 
superstar Imran Khan said the 
US was complicit in Musharraf's 
declaration of a state of emer- 
gency in an email from hiding 
that was published in Britain 

AFP 


abandon her support for inter- 
national sanctions if she wishes 
to see progress towards nation- 
al reconciliation. 

“As the government made ef- 
forts in building national recon- 
ciliation, it was necessary for 
the other side to give response 
to such measure. The minister 
asked Mr. Gambari to explain 
this point to her,” the New Light 
of Myanmar said. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki- 
moon has expressed concern 
about the lack of progress in 
Gambari's mission to try to push 
for democratic reforms. 

The pro-democracy protests 
began in mid-August after a 
massive hike in the price of ev- 
eryday fuel, but escalated into 
the biggest threat to the gener- 
als in nearly 20 years when 
Buddhist monks emerged at the 
forefront. AFP 


WOoRLDBRIEFS 
6 US troops killed in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—Six American troops have been 
killed in bomb attacks in Iraq, the US military 
said on Tuesday, making 2007 the deadliest 
year for the American forces since the inva- 
sion. According to an AFP tally based on Pen- 
tagon figures, 851 US soldiers have died so far 
this year in Iraq, against 846 in 2004, the pre- 
vious most lethal year for the American mili- 
tary since the US-led invasion of March 2003. 
The US military's overall losses in Iraq since 
the invasion four years ago have now reached 
3,856, according to an AFP tally AFP 


Suicide bomber recruiters nabbed 


MILAN—The Italian government said on Tues- 
day it had “decapitated” a pan-European net- 
work recruiting suicide bombers, with raids 
targetting 20 suspects їп Italy, France and Por- 
tugal. The "very important operation has de- 
capitated a jihadist network that operates 
across Europe ... with the aim of preparing 
‘men to send to the Iraqi and Afghan theaters,” 
Interior Minister Giuliano Amato told a news 
conference in Rome. The group was primarily 
comprised of Tunisians, Amato said, adding 
‘that the operation was carried out in coopera- 
tion with security forces of several other coun- 
tries. Eleven people were arrested in Italy. Nine 
other suspects are sought in France, Portugal 
and Britain under European arrest warrants is- 
sued bya Milan court. АР 


9 Iranians held in Iraq to be freed 
BAGHDAD—Nine Iranians being held in Iraq 
‘would be released soon, the US military said 
on Tuesday, just days after US officials sig- 
nalled a possible change in approach by noting 
positive Iranian developments in Iraq. US mili- 
tary spokesperson Rear Adm. Greg Smith said 
the Iranians to be released included two who 
were among five detained by US forces in 
northern Iraq in January on suspicion of pro- 
viding support to Shiite militias. The others 
were detained over the past several years. 
Reuters. 


Ex-Illinois Gov heads for prison 
CHICAGO—Former Illinois Gov. George Ryan will 
‘surrender himself to begin serving a prison term, 
his lawyer said on Tuesday after a US Supreme. 
Court justice turned down a bid from the Nobel. 
Peace Prize nominee to remain free while he ap- 
peals his corruption conviction. "He said ОК... 

He said he was prepared to surrender,” Jim 
Thompson, Ryan's lawyer and himself a former 
Illinois governor, told reporters about the 73-year- 
old Ryan's reaction when he got the word. 
Thompson said he would accompany Ryan to a 
federal prison in Oxford, Wisconsin, where he 
must report by sunset on Wednesday to begin 
serving а 6-1/2 year sentence. Reuters 


Trial of Serb ultranationalist starts 
THE HAGUE—The leader of Serbia's ultranation- 
alist Radical Party faces charges including mur- 
der, torture and persecution of non-Serbs when 
his trial opens at the UN war crimes tribunal on 
Wednesday. Vojislav Seselj gave himself up to the 
court in 2003 and pleaded not guilty. He remains 
leader of the Radicals, Serbia's strongest single 
party for almost a decade. The trial had been set 
to begin late last year but Seselj went on hunger 
strike for 28 days after being prevented from de- 
fending himself. He eventually won back the right 
to self-defense. 


Reuters 


flourishing 


Poll campaign starts in Thailand 


BANGKOK—THAILAND'S POLITICAL PAR- 
ties rushed to register candidates on 
Wednesday as campaigning kicked off for a 
Dec. 23 election that the junta insists will 
return democracy after a coup last year. 

There was a festive atmosphere in 
Bangkok where the leaders of the key par- 
ties descended on a stadium to hand in 
their candidate lists as the Election Com- 
mission (EC) officially launched the cam- 
paign. 

“This election is crucial for our country. It 
will lead our country to full democratic 
rule,” EC chair Apichart Sukhagganond 
told party leaders. 

Apichart reassured politicians that the 
EC would remain neutral throughout cam- 
paigning for the election, which will come 
15 months after Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra was ousted by the Army. 

“I want to reassure everyone that under 
my chairmanship, the EC is politically neu- 
tral and there is no power that can interfere 


e 


with this Election Commission,” he said. 

Parties have until Sunday to register can- 
didates who will contest the 80 party list 
seats in parliament which are voted for ac- 
cording to regional zones. Registration 
opens on Monday for candidates for the 
other 400 constituency seats. 

The junta and the civilian government it 
appointed have vowed that the poll will 
bring a full return to democracy in Thai- 
land. 

But analysts question how free and fair 
the elections can be when about a third of 
the country is still under martial law and 
Thaksin's Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party, which 
stormed the polls in 2001 and 2005, has 
been dissolved. 

Pro-democracy activists have also ex- 
pressed concern about а new constitution 
that was approved at a referendum in Au- 
gust, which critics warn rolls back demo- 
cratic reforms included in the previous 
charter. AFP 


HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 
Office of the President 


INVITATION TO BID 


The HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION (НОС) is offering for sale, in cash or installment, on “bulk 
sale” basis the “leasehold rights” of the property described as follows: 


Project Name 
Location 

No. of units 
Floor area 
Selling Price 


52 units 
163 sq. т. / unit 
P157,000,000.00 


General Guidelines: 


Mindoro Loop (Eastgate Vilage) 
Binictican Heights, Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Olongapo City 


1. The sale of the property shall be on an "AS-IS-WHERES" basis. 
2. Alibidders may offer to buy the property in cash or instalment term. Only cash sales shali be 


'entitied to discounts. 
3. Terms of Payment. 


31 For CASH SALE, 


10% discount rate for spot cash payment 


32 ForINSTALLMENT SALE 


20% minimum downpayment 


Balance payable In equal monthly instalments over a maximum of ten (10) years at 
Seven and a half (7.5%) interest per annum 


. Bidding documents can be secured from the Asset Management Disposition Group located 
at the 4th Floor Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City upon payment of a 


non-refundable fee of P5,000.00. 


Activities 
Publication of Invitation to Bid 


Submission of Letters of Intent & Issuance of 


Eligibility Requirements 
Pre-bid Conference 


Deadline of Submission of Eligibility Requirements 


& Financial Proposais/Offers 


Date/Time 
November 7 & 8, 2007 
November 19-23, 2007 


November 27, 2007, 2:00 PM 
November 29, 2007, 2:00 PM 


i. The sealed bids should be dropped in the designated drop box located at the Asset 
Management Disposition Group, 4th Floor Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati 


Gi. 


АП bidders are enjoined to inspect the property before submitting their bids. 
The award of the sale covering the property shall be based on the offer determined to be 


most advantageous to the Corporation. 


For inquiries, please call our Marketing and Sales Department at 896-04-25 or 897-31-49 or 
visit our Head Office at the Jade Bullding, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 


‘THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AND TO 
WAIVE ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED 


ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


(Sod) RAFAEL P. DE LOS SANTOS 
'VICE PRESIDENT 
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND 
DISPOSITION GROUP 


PULSE INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
Only Uses Licensed Autodesk Software in its Business! 


Pulse Integrated Technology, Inc. is a company involved in the. 
equipment repair, training and equipment maintenance services to- 
| high tech companies in the electronic industry. It represents products 
that are used in the manufacture of high tech electronics and 
semiconductor device products and do design and basic assembly of. 
spare and consumable parts needed in equipment use in the 
manufacture of high tech products. 


Pulse Integrated Technology, Inc. strongly advocates the use of original 
and licensed software belonging to Autodesk, Inc. and supports the 
Government of the Philippines in their drive to combat software piracy 
in the country. 


Itrecognizes that the use of licensed software creates innovation and 
contribute to the growth of the Information and Communications 
Technology Industry creating more job opportunities for the Filipino = 
people. 

Pulse Integrated Technology, Inc. is now taking advantage of the! 
benefits of increased productivity and efficiency using Autodesk, Inc's 
licensed software in its drafting and design processes, 


Tt believes that the use of unlicensed software, which is a criminal 
offense under the Intellectual Property Law of the Philippines, must 
be put to a stop. 
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Afshanistan’s deadliest 
bombing kills at least 40 


PUL-I-KHUMRI—A SUICIDE BOMBING TARGET- mu eel bombings that are heretohelpthe. mer fight 
P 5 ; often claim: the ti the ir псу, $ 
ing lawmakers killed at least 40 people in D pn КЕК шә елаша rd nee edades 
ern Afghanistan, including children and six ing а bloody insurgency since it damage assessment team. 
е 5 : wastoppledinlate2001byaUS- “This was an act of terrorism 
deputies, in the bloodiest attack since the 2001 шо. ead aie DIE ае 
fall of the Taliban. “In four hospitals we have reg- he said in a statement. 
istered 120 injured and 40 dead,” The White House led intema- AN ILLUSTRATION shows an artist's impression of planets orbiting 

The dead included Mustafa ‘said Yousuf Faiz, the head ofhos- tional condemnation of the aroundastarsimilarto that of the solar system. Nasa scientists 
Kazimi, a former commerce min- pitas in Baghlan province. bombing and vowed to keep discovered a fifth planet orbiting a star outside our own solar system 
ister who headed the parlia- He said most of the dead were working with Nato to defeat ex- and say the discovery suggests there are many solar systems that are, 
 ment's economics committee and children and six were members  tremists and terrorists. just like our own, packed with planets. mures 
was a key figure in the opposi- of the national parliament. Spokesperson Dana Perino 
tion. ў ‘The toll was likely to fluctuate said the attack “is a des; ісаЫе act 1 

A —— „еу шу otie sisse DS astronomers find 
also illed. х clearer Wednesday. who the enemy is—extremists 

The attacker was among а iS ‘There was no immediate claim with evil in their hearts who tar- 8, 
а аы К ые с с матна SYSTEM with 5 planets 
of them children, who had gath- ; Suicide bomb | nied it was involved. The al-Qai- en and children.” United Nations 
ered to welcome a delegation toa а Er da-linked insurgents have previ- chief Ban Ki-moon denounced 
sugar factory, a parliamentarian Veo 40. | ously rejected involvement in at- the suicide bombing and voiced " » 9 
who survived told AFP early K нЗ 8 Ре) tacks that have killed civilians but anxiety about the unstable secu- ee ales pa oie m d Ded. 
жый У theirdlaimscannotbe trusted. ritysituationinthecounty. ог own solar system and say “It’s a.system that appears to 

“As I stepped out of my vehicle, 0 fé шшр The attack sent shock waves The British ambassador in the discovery suggests there are be packed with planets." It took 
ап explosion took place. It was across the country, where Taliban Kabul, Sir Sherard Cowper-Coles, many solar systems that are, the researchers 18 years of care- 
huge and shook the earth under Around 120 people were hospi- violence is most often focused оп also offered his condolences. just like our own, packed with ful painstaking study to find the 
PE ard Aziz Ahmad Ма. talized after the blast late Tües- the southem and eastern areas “There can be no justification for planets, j fie planes, wluch they found by 
dem. day shattered the calm of the bordering Pakistan. such an attack. Wemustnewerd- Р "Те new planetismuchbigger measuring tiny wobbles in the 

“Т saw a flame and thick black peaceful, rural town of Puli- President Hamid Karzai con- low the ‘enemies of the people of than Earth, but is a similar dis- stars orbit "These planes disc 
smoke rising into the sky. Around Khumri, about 150 kilometers demned the “heinous act of ter. Afghanistan’ towin,"hesaid. tance away from its sun, a star covered took 14 years to make 
Smoke е F Perge lying or of Kabul a provincial rorsm and ordered the Army Talian PrimeMinisterRomano known as 55 Caner, the as- one orbit a 
dead, bumt and wounded. Many health offical said. and other authorities to help Prodi called ita “horrible terrorist  tronomerssaid on Tuesday. D — 
Gfthem, noticed, were children. Dozens of people were stillbe- treatandevacuatethewounded. act,” while Canadadescribeditas “Four planets had already been years away in the ы 
People were just lying in blood ing treated Wednesday. US Gen. Dan McNeill, who a “deliberate assault on democra- p A 4 


а ш b - „а light: dis- 
everywhere, all around me.” Afghanistan has suffered а heads the Nato-led military force AFP s e ока Dg wu 


many as five planets have been year—about 9.4 trillion km. 
Y ер g found orbiting a solar system The newly discovered planet 
Н H d J b outside our own with its eight hasa mass about 45 times that of 
Once again, shopping atthe malls, BEI Ce dus 

\ astronomer at San Francisco the astronomers said. 
State University. Tr is the fourth planet out from 
Life could conceivably live оп the star and completes one orbit 
the surface of a moon that might every 260 days—a similar orbit 
be orbiting the new planet, but to thatof Venus. 

such a moon would be far too "It would be a little bit warmer 
small to detect using current than the Earth but not very 
[| methods, the astronomers said. much,” said Jonathan Lunine, a 
“The star is very much like our planetary scientist at the Univer- 
‘own sun. It has about the same sity of Arizona. Reuters 


WASHINGTON—NASA SCIEN- mass and is about the same age 
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Notice s hereby given ihat the towing companiesiemployers have fled wih his 

Regionai Ofice eppications for Alen Employment Permis, 


Name and Address ‘Wame of Foreign 
of Company Employer NationalCitzenship Position. 
L| TOSMBANFORMATONEQUEMENT Wr.YostukYamo | Presdent& Drecor 
[PHLPENES, NC. |apanese 
(ала Technopark Been. Laguna 
PHGP. INC. r- Tomolen Ende) | Present 
FOE Өзу Langkaan Dasnantas Cane | Japanese 
WTIETSUABCHONETALCORPORATON |. Kiyoshi Raina | President 
PHILIPPINES арале 
FPP Sa Aasaa So Tones зир. 
WITODENKO PHILIPPINES ir ropa Nakata’ | Ses ange 
‘CORPORATION Japanese 
ОРІ Cuba Calamia Cey 
FUITSUCONPUTER PRODUCTS -Mr Misvak Yoshida! | Dreso HOS 
| coRPoRaTON OF THe PALPPIES japanese Maroc 
©рР\Сийол. Calama Cay |. потези Dept 
TF you Rave any informalion/objecion fo Ihe above-mentioned applications 
please communeate mah the Regional Director. 
(598. ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO Il 
DL November к, 2007. Regional Director 
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о RP team 
drops top guns 
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Peping worries over SEAG quintet, too 


By Marc Anthony Reyes He also noted the growing con- would still not be complete,” said — While Thai sports of- 
сет about the capability of the the POC chief who will lead the  ficials were showing 
THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC present team which is made up RP contingent in the Thailand them the state of the art 


Committee is justifiably wor- mainly of standouts from the SEAG on Dec, 6-16. basketball arena and its fea- 
ried that the national quintet Philippine Basketball League. "Tor sure, everybody there will tures, Cojuangco said one of- ЭЎ . 
may not have the best talents — Informed of the imminent be [figuring out] how to beat us,” ficial told him: "We are all do- BECAUSE of growing concerns 
for the coming Southeast Asian changes in the lineup, Cojuangco said Cojuangco, who recounted a ing this for you, we know (the) bas that the current RP squad, led 
Games in Thailand. said the country must not only conversation with Thai officials Кефай gold is yours.” у, by the slam-dunking Alex 

"What I don't understand is make sure to win the gold but win when he joined an ocular inspec- “That statement only made М Crisano, doesn't have what 
why can't we field in the best pos- it convincingly. tion of the Keelapirom Stadium me feel nervous,” added Co- takestowintheSEAGames — 
sible team?” wondered POC presi- “If we don’t win the basketball inside Suranaree University of juangco. "Tm sure they are by , goldmedalarevampofthe —— 
dent Peping Cojuangco Tuesday gold medal, even if we eventually Technology where basketball will just setting us up for a sur- theworks, nenun 
night. Win the overall championship, it beheld in Nakhon Ratchasima. prise.” 
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RP five | 
to get 
needed 
boost 


Nurweon, pros Ma : Commemorating 
beef up Nat's - 10 years and 50,000 world-class vehicles 


Exported from the Philippines. 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


FIVE MORE AMATEUR STANDOUTS ARE 
set to beef up the Harbour-Philippine 
team with the BAP-Samahang Basketbol 
ng Pilipinas hoping to complete the line- 
up with several PBA players to bolster its 
championship bid in the Southeast Asian 
Games next month. 

"We're not asking the PBA to give up its 
marquee players,” said BAP-SBP president 
Manny V Pangilinan as he exuded confidence 
that the pro league would grant their request 
for key reinforcements after an emergency 
meeting Tuesday night. 

Among the names that cropped up were 
Talk ‘N Text point guard Egay Billiones, Mag- 
nolia's 6-foot-2 guard Chris Calaguio and Air 
21's center-forward Homer Se. 

“The team owners whose players have been 

requested are very 


‘STANDINGS Wo L positive about it,” 
Нарве 3 0 | said Ricky Vargas, 
Harbourcenta 3 0 | BAPSBPvicechair 
toon 4 2 | and last seasons 
SanMigCottee 2 1 | PBA chair. Wejust 
MalandMore 0 3 | need to do some 
Baccus 0 3 | work There are 
Eos 0 4 | PBAruleswe have 
GAMES TODAY (Ninoy | to workout” 
|+ Aquino Stadium) SA fast ар, 
2pm—APTeamvsSan | the holes,” added 
Mig Cotte Vargas, "They 


4 pm.—Mallanó More vs 


ble 
Toyota Balintawak have — problems 


oint A 1 3 f NO 
EL MNijubilant offer that comes only опсей 1 /е15/! 
and problems with the big man." p 
The five amateurs expected to join the Na- 1 
tionals after their weeklong tune-up series in 
Singapore are Hapees Fil-Am guard Gabe 


Norwood, University of the East and Pharex а гаа m vay a Present this Coupon enfer eol 


mainstay Elmer Espiritu, Harbour Centre WO! 33 
guard Al Vergara, San Beda's Ogie Menor and M EBRATION Ford Focus and choose опе ће 


"Toyota Balintawal's Eric Rodriguez. 

"With these five new players, we're more 
confident of bringing home the gold medal,” 
said Mikee Romero, Harbour Centre owner 
and SEAG project director. 

‘Team officials and BAP-SBP reached the de- 
cision to revamp the national five during a 
meeting at the PLDT office. 

"With the present team, we cannot get the 
gold; we'll have a hard time,” said national 
coach Junel Baculi. 

The Nationals—who absorbed two embar- 
rassing losses in six games as a guest squad in 
the PBL—will play their final game against 
San Mig Coffee today before leaving for their 
Singapore stint on Saturday. 

"Ies no judgment on the lack of skills of the 
PBL players,” said Pangilinan. “It's just that in 
the international competition—if you've seen 
the Fiba Asia Championship in Tokushima—it 
requires certain physical features that may not 
be present in the players in the PBL or colle- 
ginis nma ford.com.ph 

Only Jason Castro has consistently deliv- 
ered stellar performances for the Nationals, 
who will try to close out their PBL campaign ы AGES AUI 
with шне back wri at pan: ny»""—— Qc "————————Ám s 


Toyota Balintawak tangles with Mail and КҮ КАСЫ ТЫ: A See ана Ший онуи ийыште и Ea msa ты, 
More at 4 p.m. 


å 2 'P50,000 Worth of Саз а О5о 
MINIMUNEOE 50,000 trade: up allowancelon 
P5 P50,000 markdownGnlaccessoriesioy 
ә Р50,000 worth of Ford] шшде 
P50,000 savings onfdovwnpaymentiand) 
monthly interestirátesg 


With a total of 50,000 world-class units exported and 10 years in the Philippines under its belt, Ford is pulling out all stops to celebrate. 
Hurry, this offer comes only once in 10 years! Call 889-FORD (3673) for more information. Promo runs from November 8 - 30, 2007. 
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By Musong R. Castillo 
ТЖНЕ PHILIPPINES WILL BE CAMPAIGN- 
"ing in two big international golf events 
without its reigning amateur champion. 

7 Anthony Fernando was officially stripped 

of his amateur status yesterday after the gov- 
jeming National Golf Association of the 
‘Philippines found him guilty of violating an 
Agie-old amateur rule on product endorse- 
ment. 

2 Fernando posed for a particular brand of 
gilt club in a full-page advertisement that ap- 
Zpeared in a popular monthly golf magazine 
"shordy after topping the RP amateurs, leav- 
sing the NGAP no choice but to strike him off 

the team. 

‘At the same time, the NGAP named ace Jay 
Bayron, rookie Ferdinand Aunzo and Nation- 
al Caddies’ Open products Mark Fernando 
and Jonel Ababa to the Putra Cup and South- 


Filter Kings 
reach semis 


НЕ MIGHTY FILTER KINGS SECURED 
the first semis berth in the MBT Corporate 
Cup by downing Wangs Ball Club, 80-73, 
Monday at the RTU gym in Mandaluyong. 

Seeking to win their second title in the tour- 
nament, the Gerry's Grill-backed Mighty Filter 
Kings leaned on the steady shooting of PBL 
veteran Edrick Ferrer and Marvin Sioco to take 
the sting out oftheir rivals. 

1 The win was the fifth straight for the Mighty 
Filter Kings since dropping their initial assign- 
mentin their group elims. 

;. The game was close in the first three quar- 

«ters until Ferrer and Sioco found their range. 
Ferrer and Sioco had 13 points apiece to lead 

cathe team’s well-balanced attack. 

.Sioco highlighted his game with four triples 
‘while Ferrer awed his defenders with his dar- 
ing drives. 

Also shining for the Mighty Filter Kings are 

Ruel Asay and Erick Suguitan who combined 
for 19 points and 11 boards. 
` Aside from basketball, the Mighty Filter 

Kings, through their Mighty Sports Associa- 

tion, are also into organizing football ouma- 

ment, They launched the Mighty Football Fes- 
tival in Bacolod last July. 


B ~~ e 
2 SPORTSWATCH , | 
` Breezewoods golfest 
BREEZEWOODS DEVELOPMENT CORP., 
IN COoperation with Rotary Club of New 
Manila and Philippine Association of Real- 
tors Board (Pareb), will hold a golf tourna- 
‘ment on Nov. 9, at 8 a.m. at the Valley Golf 
and Country Club. 
ZA two-storey townhouse unit to be do- 
nated by Breezewoods will be at stake fora 
» hele-in-one. For tickets at P2,500 each, text 
1 Апей at 0917-8583238. 
. qBreezewoods president Francisco Buen- 
+ camino said the tournament aims to raise 
 fuhds for charity and community develop- 
ment projects as well as training seminars. 
for brokers and real estate managers. 


Bakbakan round 3 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO MAKATI COLISE- 

um as the third round eliminations of the 
1 NFGB National Bakbakan 10-stag derby 

continues today. 

Seeing action are well-known gamefowl 
breeders from 24 breeders groups affiliat- 
ed with the National Federation of Game- 
fowl Breeders (NFGB). 

‘Due to the spillover of numerous en- 
tries from the provinces, one more round 
will be staged at Pasig Square Garden to- 
-morrow, said NFGB president Ricoy Pal- 
máres. 

"The extra round at Pasig Square will 
give our members one last chance to enter 
the semifinals. Remember, P15 milion is 
at stake in the championship round." said 
Palmares. 


ateur 


east Asian Games teams. 

The Putra Cup, regarded as Southeast 
Asia's official team championship which the 
Philippines used to dominate, will be held 
Nov. 27-30 at the Country Club in Laguna. 

‘The loss of Anthony Fernando's amateur 
status came on the heels of the NGAP and golf 
patron ICTSI finally coming to terms again. 

ІСТІ had withheld its players—Fernando, 
‘Aunzo, Asian Games bronze medal winner 
Michael Bibat and Bayron—from joining the 
national team for the Nomura Cup that was 
held in Taipei last month over a dispute in the 
-non-inclusion of Bayron to the team. 

‘The NGAP had contended that since the 
Philippines had little chances of winning the 
Nomura Cup, it was sending Ababa instead of 
Bayron for international exposure, a reason 
that did not sit well with the ICTSI team’s 
handler. 

‘Ababa, the first champion of the NCO who 
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champ Fernando 
out of Putra, SEAG squads 


qualified to the RP pool by finishing fifth in a 
‘marathon elimination, showed his true value 
to the team by tying for 10th spot in the indi- 
vidual race in Taipei. 

‘Thailand will be the site of the SEAG early 
їп December and Bayron and Co. will be try- 
ing to win the team gold for the second 
straight edition. 

“We can't risk disqualification when we en- 
ter a tournament (with Anthony Fernando) 
and some other country finds out about it,” 
NGAP director on rules Caloy Coscoluella 
seid. 

“We just have to play by the rules and the. 
rules state that he cannot play as an amateur. 
anymore." 

Coscoluella said that Femando, who was 
furnished a letter by NGAP official Jun Galin- 
dez, can apply for amateur status with the 
NGAP but will have to wait for a year before 
the golf body can grant his request. 


p nm 
FERNANDO: Endorsing a product was his undoing. 
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For details, call 6465858 and 6465828. 


“CEREMONIAL TOSS: Air21 Express mainstay Gary David does the 
: ceremonial toss during the opening game between Ocean Fresh- 
itational basketball 
‘tournament at the Lyceum gym in Intramuros, Manila. 


Lyceum and Koi Village in the 2007 MBL I 


MARCELO: From last to first 


De Luna enters 
Beauty and Best 


JEFFREY DE LUNA TRIES 
to sustain his winning 
ways when he competes 
in the San Miguel Corpo- 
ration (SMC) Mixed Dou- 
bles: Beauty and the Best 
9-Ball Championship on 
Nov. 24 at the'Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone (SBFZ) in 
Zambales. ` 

The 23-year-old De Luna 
won the top purse of P1 mil- 
lion in the recent 1st Manny 
Pacquiao Intemational 9- 
Ball Open Championships 


m 


Gabica, 


BANGKOK—THE PHILIPPINES" 
Stefano Marcelo staged a spectacu- 
lar race, coming from the tailend of 
the 20-man pack to emerge overall 
champion in the Thailand Grand 
Prix 2007 Asian Karting Open 
Championship at the Sarabburi Cir- 
cuit here. 

‘The thrilling victory turned the 15- 
year-old Marcelo into an instant star 
for Thai motorsports fanatics, who 
were awed by the Filipino's driving 
skills and strategy in thwarting top fa- 
vorites European Guykoh Boonhan, 
Japanese ace Shota Kitazono and Thai 
champion Tanart Sathienthirakul. 

“Coming to Thailand, we knew this 
race would be extremely difficult con- 
sidering our rivals are all skilled 
Капез with high-powered engines,” 
said Marcelo, who lauded the support 
of San Miguel Corp. and the whole 
Marcelo Racing Team. 


Stefano's woes started in the Pre-Fi- 
nal event, where he placed second to 
‘Tanart only to be disqualified for using 
an oversized air box inlet. Conse- 
‘quently he landed in the 20-man grid 
ofthe Formula 125 Open class. 

With the airbox fixed as specified, 
Stefano drove like a wild man in the 
Finals, stunning even his father John 
Marcelo. 

As the green light turned on, Ste- 
fano pulled a gutsy move on the first 
long sweeping comer passing four 
drivers before entering the heavy 
braking right hand hairpin. 

In the jostling for position tenth- 
placed Freddy Numan Lawan punted 
Stefano hard out of the track twice. 
Stefano got back despite losing three 
positions and again passed Lawan 
down the straight. 

Stefano climbed to ninth with 15 
laps to go, got into fourth place in the 


next four laps and wrested third place 
from Kitazono with six laps to go. 

Breaks later turned Stefano's way as 
Tanart started experiencing a strong 
vibration on his kart. While second 
placer Guykoh was battling with 
Tanart, the two didnt realize that 
Marcelo was coming in fast from be 
hind to join the battle up front. 

In the last four laps, Stefano made a 
real bold move, pulling a big dive ex- 
actly in between Guykoh and Tanart 
coming in from a long high-speed 
straight into a tight left hairpin that 
sent the gallery in the grandstand 
screaming and up on their feet. 

Stefano got beside Tanart into the 
hairpin and pulled ahead to grab the 
lead with two laps to go. The crowd 
gave Stefano a big applause at the end 
of фе 22-lap race. Guykoh took sec- 
ond after passing Tanart just before 
the finish line. 


geous ramp models. 

Aside from De Luna, Do- 
ha Asian Games 9-ball silver 
medalist, the other players 
invited to play in the enter- 


event are double world 
champion Ronato Alcano, 
Dennis Orcollo, 


Gandy Valle, Jharome Pena 
and Carlo Biado. 

“Tm hoping to win again 
inthe SMC Mixed Doubles,” 
said De Luna. “But for now 


but competitive 


Antonio 
Roberto Gomez, 


by beating fellow Bugsy ace Im focused on the World 

Dennis Orcollo in the finals Pool Championship, espe- ! 

at the Mall of Asia. cially because ГЇ be facing - = 
Sponsored by Makisig tough opponents in the ташны. UM 

Channel 76and BC 13,the knockout stage.” round-of64lastnight. go up against the Rest ofthe 

event will feature eight fan- De Luna is scheduled to Пе Luna, dubbed Jeff World on Nov1213 at the 

cied professional players face National Open champi- Bata,” is one of the five- Filipiniana Hotel in Calapan 


teaming up with eight gor- 


on Lee Vann Corteza in the 


member RP team that will City Oriental Mindoro. 


10-bout card set for WBC convention 


А 10-BOUT CARD WILL ВЕ PRE- 
sented by MP Promotions on Nov. 
14 at the SM Mall of Asia as part of 
the WBC's 45th Annual World Con- 
vention. 

The convention will offically kick 
off on Nov. 12 at the Manila Hotel, 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
attendance, according to GAB chair 
Eric Buhain, who is leading the prepa- 
rations for the event. 

Leading the card is the grudge en- 


counter between Filipino Jimrex Jaca 
and Japan's Ryu Miyagi, who fought 
to а technical draw on August 25 at 
the same venue. 

Three Philippine title bouts are also 
lined up in the undercard, with RP su- 
per featherweight titlist Dodie Boy 
Agrabio staking his crown against 
‘Aaron Melgarejo. 

Super bantam champ Jake Verano 
will risk his title against Jun Talape, 
while Amiel Tinampay and Dondon 


Sultan will vie for the welterweight 
throne. 

Balweg Bangoyan will defend his 
PBF 1224 title against Cris Besmanos 
while а special 6-round bout features 
Japanese Naozumi Tsuchiyama and 
Filipino William Jorge. Other bouts pit 
Roel Laguna versus Edgar Gabejan; 
Danilo Pena against Richard Olisz; Ali 
Cali against Ronel Ferreras; and Juan 
Martin Elorde versus Glen Mondol. 
Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


PNSA turns over shooting hosting to India 


AFTER THE COUNTRYS SUCCESSFUL 
hosting of the 2007 Asian Clay Shooting 
Championship at the PSC-PNSA Shooting 
Range in BuCor, Muntinlupa, recently, 
Asia's top shooters will meet again in Febru- 
ary next year for the Jaipur, India, edition 
of the tournament 

‘The week-long tournament was capped by 
a brief but meaningful turnover ceremony, 
where Philippine National Shooting Associa- 
tion (PNSA) president and former Olympian 
Arturo Macapagal turned over the Asian Clay 
Shooting Federation flag to В.В. Singh, head of 
the Indian shooting team and representative of 
the Indian Shooting Federation. 

The event, organized by the PNSA, under- 
scored China's supremacy in clay shooting in 


the region, as it ran away with nine of the 12 
gold medals at stake. The Chinese also bagged 
four silvers and a bronze. India won two golds, 
while Kuwait bagged one. 

The Philippines, which will be sending prac- 
tically the same team in the 24th Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand this December, won 
‘two bronze medals, one each in the men's trap 
team event and the women’s team skeet, best- 
ing eleven other countries inthe process. 

"The tournament paved the way to further 
strengthen the camaraderie, friendship among 
the participants,” said Gay Corral, chair of the 
organizing committee. “More importantly, it 
allowed us to measure the Philippine team's 
strength against our Southeast Asian neigh- 
bors for the SEA Games in Bangkok.” 


Celebrity Pokér 
tourney tonight 
at Players’ Den 


THE CELEBRITY POKER TOURNAMENT 
will be held tonight at the Players’ Den in 
Malate with the winner taking away a free. 
entry to the World Boxing Council (WBC) 
Celebrity Charity Poker Tournament on 
Nov. 13 and 14 at the Airport Casino Fil- 
ipino in Parafiaque. 

Several local me- 
dia, music, sports, 
television and film 
celebrities are ex- 
pected to join the 
Nov. 8 free roll tour- 
nament to get a 
chance to play with 
international sports 
celebrities like Os- 
car dela Hoya, 
Lennox Lewis, Sug- 
ar Ray Leonard, Marvelous Marvin Hagler, 
Roberto Duran and Tommy “The Hitman” 
Hearns and win a BMW car and millions of 
pesos. 

The tournament will start at 8 p.m. at 
Players Den located on Mabini Street, 
Malate, near Malate Church and just across 
the former Hobbit House Bar and Restau- 
rant. Aside from free entry to the WBC 
Celebrity Charity Poker Tournament, gift 
checks to vistamar are up for grabs. 

Players’ Den business manager Joe Bar- 
tolome said the WBC Celebrity Charity Pok- 
er tournament entry ticket is worth $550. 

Last Thursday, President Arroyo declared 
November as WBC month, citing the impor- 
tance of the event to promote the country 
as a world class convention center and 
prime tourist destination. 


OSCAR dela Hoya 


ра 


| 


MACAPAGAL (left) hands over the Asian 
Clay Shooting Federation flag to B.B Singh. 
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Not much help 
for nat’l squad 


PBL COMMIS- 
sioner Chino 
Trinidad ap- 
peared at the 
PLDT offices 
the other night 
with his arms 
riddled міф 
an assortment 
ofcuts, scrapes 
and wounds. 

Chino told 
SBP officials, 
with whom he was meeting that night, 
that he had not been manhandled by 
his wife Babette. 

He admitted though, that his in- 
juries were the result of a misadven- 
‘ture with his latest passion. 

“Ies not a girl, silly. Its a sport. Cy- 
ding" 

Chino said he got thrown off his 
mountain bike when he stepped hard on. 
the brakes to slow down a downhill skid. 

It happened in a dirt road in Montal- 
ban last Sunday. 

“Ttook on the new hobby to commune 
with nature and overcome my fear of 
bikes.” 

Chino said that the phobia developed 
10 years ago when he almost lost his life 
while covering the Tour of Luzon 
bikathon for Vintage. 

He wasn't riding a bike though then, 
but an 1-300. 

Last year, Chino also figured in anoth- 
eraccident while biking in San Mateo. 

With all these mishaps, how will he 
ever be able to overcome his phobia of 
bicycles? 


‘In HuppiE 


Beth Celis 


Chino was at the PLDT offices Tues- 
day night to help бпй a way to 
strengthen the Harbour Centre-RP 
team which will compete in the South- 
east Asian Games this December. 

Basketball godfather Mikee Romero 
had appealed for assistance after the 
nationals lost twice in the ongoing 
PBL series. 

RP head coach Junel Baculi admit- 
ted itwould be difficult to win the gold 
with his present lineup. 

Junel, just like everybody else, 
knows only too well that we cannot af- 
ford anything less than а gold medal 
inthe SEAG. 

Т don't know exactly what transpired 
for almost three hours inside the PLDT 
boardroom on the 6th floor, but when 
the doors were opened to the press, itap- 
peared that nothing much was resolved. 

Although Lito Alvarez was not in the 
meeting, he made it known that the offer 
tolend four Air21 players still stood. 

But Lito said it will have to be a pack- 
age deal which will include KG Canaleta, 
Ranidel de Ocampo, Wynne Arboleda 
and Arwind Santos. 

‘To be able to lend these players with- 
out jeopardizing the performance of the 
Express, Lito had appealed to the PBA 
board to adjust the schedule of the 
games during the SEAG. 

Scribes assigned to the PBA beat said 
this was next to impossible because the 
PBA will never change schedule in mid- 
steam. 

‘More importantly, they said the league 
prohibits a cager to play in any tourna- 
ment while the conference is ongoing. 
This nile is in the PBASs constitution and 
bylaws,” according to veteran scribes. 

Tdont know the rule on reserved play- 
ers. 

According to Chino, Hapee's Cecilio 
Pedro has agreed to lend Fil-Am Gabe 
Norwood, who would certainly be a 
big help to the RP cause. 

But Cecilio, I understand, has cer- 
tain terms and conditions which 
might be difficult to meet. 

1 would be interesting to know 
what these are. 

Gabe is in Mikee Romero’s wish list, 
along with Elmer Espiritu of UE, and 
PBA players Homer Se, Egay Billones, 
Wynne Arboleda and Ranidel de 
Ocampo. 

Thope Mikee finds a genie who can 
grant his wish. 

Birthday greetings to my Scorpio boss 
Teddyvic Melendres (Nov 9), and 
friends Norman Black and Rhea who 
both celebrate on the 12th. 


Shell chess listing ongoing 


OVER A HUNDRED PLAYERS WILL CLASH 
for top honors in the 2007 Shell National 
Youth Active Chess Championships, which 
unveils its 15th season next year with the 
staging of the National Capital Region leg 
at SM City Manila. 

Registration is ongoing on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The first 500 participants 
will be given slots in the two-day event fea- 
turing players 20-years-old and below (ju- 
niors, born not earlier than 1987), and 14- 
years-old and below (kiddies). 
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SEA GAMES BOXING 


RP team drops top guns 


Banged-up Tafiamor, Payla rested; Tipon booted out 


By Dennis U. Eroa 
Inquirer Libre 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA— 
The RPPLDFSmart boxing team 
needs more than a knockout punch 
to retain its overall championship in 
the coming Southeast Asian Games. 

Not only will the country field new 
facesin the SEA Games, but it must also 
contend with powerhouse Thailand, 
which is hosting the biennial event next 
month. 

"We ‘expect rough sailing in Thai- 
Jand,” said Amateur Boxing Association 
of the Philippines president Manny Т. 
Lopez during the International Boxing 
Invitationals between the nationals and 
members of the Northern California All 
Stars Monday at the University of San 
Francisco Memorial Gym here. 


Meza says 
he'll take 
Bautista’s 
title away 


MEXICAN BOXER ANTONIO MEZA IS BENT 
оп further ruining the career of Rey “Boom 


Boom” Bautista. 
Interviewed by notifight.com, the 25- 


old Meza guaranteed his countrymen that he 
will bring home the World Boxing Organiza- 
tion (WBO) Intercontinental superban- 
tamweight belt at stake in his 12-round en- 
counter with Bautista on December. 

“Tve been preparing for this kind of oppor- 
tunity,” said Meza. 


Meza wil 


side of Mexico. 


Meza. 


knockouts 


Bautista carries а 23-1 record with 17 КОЗ. 
Bautista is hoping that a victory will regain 

for him the glitter he lost when he bowed to 

‘world super bantamweight champion Daniel 


Ponce De Leon of Mexico. 


The Meza-Bautista bout will headline a 
boxing extravaganza scheduled on the mom- 


ing of Dec. 2 at the Araneta Coliseum. 


dude his training on 
Nov. 26 and I will im- 
mediately бу 
Manila. This will be 
Мега first fight out- 


Meza has a record 
of 232 with 16 


Lopez, who joined the team after the 
AIBA World Boxing Championships in 
Chicago, Ilinois, said light flyweight 
and Beijing Olympics qualifier Harry 
Tañamor, Doha Asian Games gold 
medalists Violito Payla and Joan Tipon 
will not be fielded in the SEA Games. 

Tañamor, Payla and Tipon bagged 
gold medals during the 2005 SEA 
‘Games held in Bacolod City 

"Harry needs an active rest after win- 
ning the silver medal in Chicago so he 
can have al the time in the world to pre- 
pare for Beijing,” said Lopez, who also 
acted as jury chief in the two-week long 
World Boxing Championships which at- 
tracted boxers from 120 countries. 

"Payla also needs a breather before 
joining the Asian Olympic qualifying 
January in Bangkok.” 

Tipon, a bantamweight, however, is a 


-year- 


con- 


to 


“Tm ready to fight 
in the Philippines 
and will bring the ti- 
Че back home,” said 


By Musong R. Castillo 


their share 
of World Pool 
spotlight 


The NCR leg serves as the kickoff leg of 
an eight-stage province-hopping series put 
up by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corpora- 
tion in its continuing effort to help develop 
the sport and at the same time discover tal- 
ents who could be tapped and trained to be- 
come future stars in the field of chess. 

Registration forms are available at all 
Shellane showrooms nationwide and at 
lected Shell depots/installations, service 
stations and local offices. For details, call 
7441664 or 0922-8288510. 


different story. While Payla and 
Genebert Basadre came within a win of 
snatching Oympic berths in the Chicago 
worlds, Tipon continued to struggle, 
losing in the first round against rival 
and Athens Olympics silver medalist 
Worapoj Pethkoom of Thailand. 

He was also a flop in the Smart Na- 
tional Open in Cagayan de Oro City los- 
ing to eventual champion Orlando 
Tacuyan Jr. 

"Joan must wake up and realize that 
winning the gold in Doha is not the end 
of it all" noted Lopez. “Remember that 
our target is the Olympic gold." 

Lopez said the Abap has submitted to 
the Philippine Sports Commission the 
names of light flyweight Albert Pabila, 
flyweight and Asiad bronze medalist 
Godfrey Castro and Tacuyan as SEAG 
bets. 


ИШ А: 


AFTER taking the silver in the World Championships, Harry Tafiamor (left), seen here cornering Thai Anmat Ruenroeng, will be given "active rest. 


Comebacking Larry Semillano may 
also replace welterweight Wilfredo 
Lopez, who also failed to hurdle the first 
round in the world championships and 
like Tipon lost in the San Francisco Invi- 
tationals. 

"The coaching staff headed by Pat 
Gaspi and I believe that we need to give 
Tacuyan and Co. the chance to show 
their worth in the SEAG," Lopez said. 

“Tacuyan is very talented but needs 
more intemational exposure to polish 
his skills,” noted Gaspi. 

In a determined bid to dislodge the 
Philippines as overall champion, Thai- 
land will field light flyweigt Amnat Ru- 
enroeng, flyweight Somjit Jongjohor, 
featherweight Adi Sailom, lightweight. 
Pichai Sayota and welterweight Non 
Boonjumnong, who pocketed Olympic 
berths in Chicago. 


mind, complaining of an alleged fa- 
voritism for the Filipino in setting up 


THERE'S A FEMALE REFEREE the balls. 
who's also getting the attention of But he apologized to Lopez after 
alot of male spectators in the the match and even took some time 
2007 World Pool Champi- fora itle chat. 

while | onship—and she's not Mikaela Lopez confessed to being a "frus- 
Tabb. trated” pool player and said that 
Cielo Lopez, 28, walks withthe watching the tournamenton televi- 
grace ofa fashion modelandcon- sion last year made her decide to try 
ducts herself well while officiating her luck at officiating. 
matches, becoming the tourna- EU 
теп new darling. ‘The head-to-head match up be- 
‘Tabb, 39, is that famous British tween the Philippines and Tai- 

‘brunette who also happens to bere- wan; regarded as the pool power- 
garded asthe top snooker and pool houses of the world, is so far tilted 
referee in the world. in favor of the hosts, at least after 

Lopez musthave been Leonardo four days of group play on Tues- 

Andam'slucky charminhismatch day. 
with Raj Hundal, the big English- "There were only two Fil- 
man, on Sunday night when Andam  ipinos—from atournamenthigh 
‘became the longest Filipino shot to 15 that made the main 
make the Last 64. draw—who failed to make the 

‘Lopez, a very eloquent speaker, > knockout stages, a staggering 86 
was wearinga necked blackshirt percent success rate. 

- that day, revealing more than. Taipei, on the other hand, man- 
enough skin asshesetthe balls up aged to put 10 of its 14 entries in- 
before the start of each rack. to the Last 64 for a success rate of 

Aronepointduringthemateh ^ justover 71 percent. 

Andam won, 9-8, Hundal gavethe The Taiwanese have their own 

attractive referee a piece of his television crew to cover their , 


ALL EYES are on the current World Pool Championships, and it’s 
not just because of the cue stars. Cielo Lopez turns heads herself 


too. (World Pool main story on A19) 


AUGUST DELACRUZ. 


progress and a horde of print me- ‚| 
diamen to cover their exploits. . 
Along-legged, long-haired lady - 
reporter, who does live interviews 
оп Taiwanese players every now 
and then, is also a looker. 
“This is because pool is avery 
big sport back home,” the charm-, 
ing Yang Mei-ting told the Ingum- 
ва. "Pool is so big that many of us 
consider ita national sport back _ 
home.” н u 
One good thing about the current * 
elimination format in the 2007 — - 
World Pool Championship is hat it 
has lessened—if not totally taken 
away—the tendency of some play- 
ers to deliberately drop their match 2 
es in favor of their countrymen. 
Players only get to play no more ‘> 
than three matches in his group of `. 
eight and if there is such a thing asa 
match he can afford to lose, then it if 
топе, j 
In previous editions, players во >] 
through as many as seven matches 77 
in round robin play, and if one hap- 
pens to win his first four or five, he `, 
can easily lose the next two and still - 
haveastrongshotatadvancing, Y 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—YAO MING CAR- 
ried Houston on his back once again, 
scoring 28 points and 13 rebounds 
as the Rockets defeated the previous- 
ly unbeaten San Antonio Spurs, 89- 
81, Tuesday at the Toyota Center are- 
na. 

While US media, like ESPN, continue 
to highlight every mistake by Yao, 
ant Chinese center showed why he 
dominant player in his position, outscor- 
ing and playing solid defense against 
Spurs superstar Tim Duncan. 

Former playoff MVP Duncan shot 


MILWAUKEE'S Yi fianlian (right) runs into Toronto forward Jorge Garbajosa. 


just ive of 15 from the field and four of 
eight from the free throw line for a to- 
tal of 14 points. 
“I hope (Monday) night's situation 
en we had a 
in a row (in the 
closing minutes),” said Yao, who con- 
tinues to silence his North American 
critics by improving each season. 


Bucks 112, Raptors 85 
In Milwaukee, Desmond Mason was 


0 from the field and 
e Yi Jian-lian collected 


couple 
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12 points as Milwaukee rolled over 
Toronto at the Bradley Center arena. 
It was the second straight game Yi 
had reached double figures for the 
Bucks. He scored 16 points and had 
eight rebounds Saturday against the 
Chicago Bulls. AFP 


COMPLETE RESULTS: Phoenix 115, Charlotte 
83; New York 119, Denver 112; New Jersey 87, At- 
lanta 82; Orlando 111, Minnesota 103; LA Clippers 
97, Chicago 91; Sacramento 104, Seattle 98; New 
Orleans 118, LA Lakers 104; Cleveland 108, Golden 
State 104 


Justine, Ana 
win opening 
WTA matches 


MADRID—WORLD 
mumber one Jus- 
tine Henin began 
the defense of her 
WIA Champi- 
onships singles ti- 
Че with a confi- 
dent 6-1 7-6 win 
over Russian Anna 
Chakvetadze оп 
Tuesday 

The 25-year-old 
Belgian татей 
through the first 
set‘in 24 minutes 
but had to resist a determined fightback by 
her opponent before winning her opening 
round-robin match in the yellow group o 
the $3 million end-of-season tournament. 

Ana Ivanovic, the youngest of the eight 
players in Madrid, celebrated her 20th 

birthday with a 6-1 4-6 7-5 victory over 
world number two Svetlana Kuznetsova in 
an enthralling encounter in red group. 

Ivanovic blew in the 
first set but the gritty Russian leveled and 
the two players produced outstanding ten- 

slugged it out in the decider, the 
Serb eventually edging the win with a 
breakin the final game. 

*1 knew I had to start well because sh 
such a strong player and I tried not to gi 
her too many chances and it worked well 

Ivanovic told re 

"At the end, I tried not to think about the 
score any more, but I'm really happy I was 
able to stay calm and break her.” 

Maria Sharapova, who won the event on 
her debut appearance in 2004 but has 
struggled with injury problems this season, 
also made a winning start in red group with 
a 6-4 7-5 victory over Daniela Hantuchova. 

Reuters 


Stage set 
for Milo 
run finals 


SOME 300 RUN- 
ners will gather 
on Sunday at the 
Rizal Park when B 
the 42.195-kilo- 
meter Міо 
Marathon holds 
its grand finals. 
The тасе 
starts at the Jose 
Rizal monument 
and will end at 
the — Quirino 
Grandstand. Theserunnersare 
National team ready for Sunday's 
members who final race. 
have qualified to 
run in the finals like Eduardo Buena- 
ta, Roy Vence, Allan Ballester, 
Christabel Martes and defending 
champions Julius Sermona and Jho-An 
Banayag will skip Sundays race as 
they are training for the 24th South- 
east Asian Games slated next month in 
Thailand. 
Without the big names, the favorites 
to bag the P75,000 grand prize include 


Ana Ivanovic m 
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JB. Music 8 
Tickets available at the following venues 
www.redhorsebeer.com 


Ticketnot SM Branches, Marikina Sports Complex, 
Events Circuit Offices Makati, NU 107 Office Ortigas, MBC Office Pasay 


Crifrankreadel Indapam, Jerry Lin- 
dawan, Juniel Languido, Rene Desuyo, 
Junel Boncit and Abraham Barcarse Jr. 
in the men's race. 

The distaff side will be a tight battle 
among Estela Mamac-Diaz, Ailene To- 
lentino, Flordeliza Carreon, Maricel 
Maquilan, Ellen Tolentino, Sealand 
Agana and Mona Liza Ambasa. 
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Forex reserves hit all-time high of $32.&В 
Peso at 7-year high of 43.275 to $1 


RENCIES 
CuRRENC By Doris C. Dumlao ipino workers remittance sea- well as receipt of income from 
PESO-DOLLARRATE 7 son ahead ofthe Christmas һоН- the BSP’s investment abroad.” 
Sy arcane 3 i THE PHILIPPINES’ FOREIGN EXCHANGE RE- days. He said the weakeningof “In addition, the PSALM 
ji: T © serves surged to a new record high of $32.4 bil. thedollaragainstthe euro amid (Power Sector Asset and Liabili- 
Ота $ е talks that China might diversify ties Management Corp.) de- 
_Asof5 p.m., Nov 7,2007_ lion as of end-October from $30.9 billion in end- its foreign reserves also perked posit with BSP of proceeds from 
Ў? 113.88 $ 1 September as the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas чр esed пе sale юн б its assets p^ 
$ es У “At this speed, 43:51 is just lowing the implementation of 
к m uA bought more dollars to slow down the peso’s aP- around the comer,” Ravelas its privatization program also 
OCTOBER NOVEMBER 2 кылт. кысчы ER ed said. contributed to the increase in 
Тһе local currency yesterday gained another 33.5 centavos The $1.5 billion or 4.9-per- the GIR level,” Tetangco said. 
STOCK MARKET rosetoanew seven-yearhighof from Tuesdays finish of 43.61 cent month-on-month rise in When the government auc- 
" 43.275 to a dollar, leading the toa dollar. Volume tradedatthe the gross international reserves tioned the 600-megawatt Cala- 
Shares close 0.4% higher rally of Asian currencies, as the Philippine Dealing System (GIR) was attributed by BSP ca coal-fired power plant last 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.4-PER- US credit jitters that spooked amounted to $749.2 million. Governor Amando Tetangco Л. month, the winning European 
cent higher yesterday due to gains global markets earlier this week Валсо de Oro Universal Bank to the central banks “foreign bidder was required to put up a 
in index heavyweight Philippine | fizzled out. strategist Jonathan Ravelassaid exchange operations due in performance bond of about 
Long Distance Telephone Co. and The peso, which closed near the peso was supported by ће turn to the continued strong in- $300 million. 
mining shares, dealers said. 379 * 3 = * (е days peak of 43.27:51, onset of the strong overseas Fil- flows of foreign exchange as FOREX/BÀ 
They said the rise in гал снагата БЯ 
сате after international credit rating agencies affirmed the сотра- > . . 
Se E N pas cake J llibee b y Beijing fast-food ch 
татат а ет JOUMDECE риуѕ Бето 151-1000 спат 
i А ,802.42. The broader all-share inde 
ко EET 8,802.42. The broaderallsharelndex EtzabethSancherLacson ^ company has signed a memo- Не added that Jollibee was Tea House, its fist high-end ven: 
Mer Lh oraa 41 SoCs, Wills BB slack randum of agreement with the trying to complete its roster of turein Shanghai, China, through a 
тото нете ae бш spares valved at PS. Bilion, FAST FOOD GIANT JOLLIBEE owners of Hongzhuangyuan to food brands in China, similar to Taiwan restaurant franchise. 
хо а от tre mngebound session in positive territory, the Foods Corp. yesterday said it take over the Beijing casual din- what it has done in the Philip- Тап Caktiong also said the 
market appeared nervous about high oil prices, sald Gomer Tan of ћаз completed its acquisition of ing restaurant chain. pines with its latest acquisition company would soon bring the 
Regina Capital Development Corp. ki a Beijing congee chain for $50.5 “It's a done deal. We request- ofa congee chain. Jollibee brand to Shenzhen, a 
іта саша бча cemmMatorghasetocontiueforafewmore Million (roughly P2 billion). ed the owner tostay with usfor а China, Jolibee controls Chi- city near the boundary of China 
fasse,  Jolibee chair Tony Tan Cak- a year for the transition,” Tan nesestyle fastfood chain Yonghe and Hong Kong, either by late 
tiong told reporters that the Caktiong said. King and operates Chun Shui Tang JOUUIBEE/B2 
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Hey, spread it around 


NUMEROUS BUSINESSES HERE, 
all reputable and established, are 
- how the targets of investment hous- 
ès for IPO. You know— going public! 

The reason is obvious: Stocks are 

so hot that the market seems to be 
-breathing fire. 
> hate to report to you that, most 
of the time, those investment houses 
“must deal with frustration. For 
them, convincing those businesses 
; to take our money in an IPO is like 
* trying to tell our motorists to obey 
traffic rules. It is just a waste of time. 
+ Those businesses shirk at the 
* thought of doing IPOs for the sim- 
ple reason that they do not need the 
‚ money. Hmm. 
* But there is more to IPOs than 
just raising the interest-free cash. 
"They are the only definitive equi- 
1 table way to spread the wealth. 

Look, when GMA Network 

(Channel 7) for instance recently 
* did its IPO, it also did not need ће 
; money, as the foreign fund man- 

agers pointed out to the GMA 7 peo- 
‚ ple, particularly Felipe Gozon, pres- 

ident and CEO, during the compa- 

ny'sroadshow for the IPO. 

‘Well, the network was looking at 
а cash flow of about РЗ billion this 

ear. 

What Gozon told the fund man- 

agers might have floored them. He 
said the network just wanted to share 
7 its good fortune with the public. 
ACCORDING to Forbes magazine, 
the founder of the aggressive real 
estate giant Megaworld, the low- 
7 key Andrew Tan, is now the coun- 
чув fourth richest man. 

‘To most of us, Andrew Tan may 
seem to have zoomed his way to the 
Forbes list of Filipino billionaires 
(in American dollars, okay) from 
out of nowhere. 

He founded Megaworld only 
about 14 years ago, right? The com- 
pany did its IPO only in 1994, right? 
Yes, Andrew Tan's rise to fortune is 
rather phenomenal. 

Before Megaworld became a big 
hit, the man was just busy breaking 
into the local liquor market, with 

his "Emperador" brandy, in a busi- 
2 рез dominated for more than 100 
"years by a couple of companies 

‘owned by Spanish decent. You 

kmow—Elizalde in Tanduay, Ayala 
in Ginebra, Soriano in San Miguel. 

Here is my take on the man: On his 


way to the top of the heap, Andrew 
‘Tan carried the public with him. 

In contrast, a lot of people amass 
fortunes just for themselves. 

Last June, you see, Megaworld 
did a FOO—a “follow on offer- 
ing’—selling new shares to the 
public at P1.38 each. 

Based on its published capital ac- 
count, Megaworld now has some 
20.5 billion outstanding shares, and 
because of that FOO, the public now 
‘owns about 11 billion of the shares. 

In short, the company is now 54- 
percent held by the public. Mean- 
ing, that the shares do not belong to 
Andrew Tan. 

Many supposedly “public” compa- 
nies have only 20 percent of their out- 
standing shares held by the public. 

Yesterday, anyway Megaworld 
shares were doing at P4.40 a share. 
Now do the math. The public, as 
owner of 54 percent of Megaworld, 
who bought the FOO shares at P1.38 
each, is today richer by P33 billion. 

Others just miss one important 

point in why businesses must go 
public. Do you think that spreading 
the wealth around never entered 
their minds? 
WORD GOES around the Chinese- 
Filipino community that Lucio Tan 
(Second richest, according to 
Forbes, which is contested by my Bi- 
nondo contacts, who claim that Tan 
is far richer than the country's sup- 
posedly richest man) is grooming 
his son and namesake Lucio “Bong” 
Tan Jr. as heir apparent of his busi- 
ness empire. 

1t is not a small one—the Lucio 
Tan group is into banking, real es- 
tate, hotel, airlines, tobacco, liquor, 
beer etc. Well, both here and 
abroad! Particularly in China! 

The business community of 
course is watching the Lucio Tan 
group because of the succession is- 
Sues among the country’s richest 
Chinese-Filipinos known in media 
as"taipan." 

It is said in the business academe 
(AIM, for instance) that because the 


taipans have total control of their 
business empires, whoever takes 
over from them will have a hard 
time. Thus, the empires are in dan- 
ger of disintegrating. 

John Gokongwei Jr. already hand- 
ed the reign to son Lance. In the SM 
group of Henry Sy, his daughter 
‘Tessie Sy is emerging as the “next in 
line” George Ty also put his son 
Arthur as head of Metrobank. 

(On which, Security Bank presi- 
dent Alberto Villarosa commented 
that Metrobank may yet become a 
fearsome competitor, because 
Arthur is saying the right things.) 

Anyway, business pundits have 
been pointing to Lucio Tan's 
younger brother Mariano as the 
likely successor of the taipan. 

Signs no longer support such a 
thesis. For instance, they point out 
that, in terms of influence in the Lu- 
cio Tan empire, Mariano has been 
eclipsed by Domingo Chua, who is 
the brother-in-law of Lucio Tan. 

Bong Tan is now having a serious 
management stint at Fortune Tobac- 
co and Micro Asia (airline services). 

Who knows—the first big test for 
Bong Tan may yet be taking the 
group public. 

I know, Lucio Tan does not need 

the money. The group still has to 
spread the wealth. 
IN THIS COUNTRY, every foreigner 
must carry a piece of plastic—i.e. 
identification card—issued by the 
Bureau of Immigration. 

And for such, the foreigner must 
cough up $50. 

1 am not sure if Immigration 
Commissioner Marcelino "Nonoy" 
Libanan, who wasa three-term con- 
gressman from Eastern Samar, al- 
ready gave his blessings to the prac- 
tice. 

Ijust know that it can be contest- 
ed in court. 

Now, the proponent of the BOT 
(build operate and transfer) of the 
$50 ID is a Chinese national living 
in Canada. 

According to business organiza- 
tions, the cost of the plastic ID is on- 
ly $2 at the most. Initially, some 
300,000 foreigners were issued the 
IDs. All told, the Canadian Chinese 
already made P750 million here. 
And there are more foreigners com- 
ingover, right? 

Lucky guy. 


Forex reserves hit all-time high of $32.4B — 


The countrys foreign reserve 
‘build-up last month was even 
“curbed by debt service payments on 
{фе national governments matur- 
ing foreign obligations. 

The GIR is a key indicator of a 
country's ability to cover the foreign 
exchange requirements of its econ- 
omy, consisting of the central bank's 
gross foreign currency holdings, 
gold reserves, foreign investments 
"and special drawing rights from the 

International Monetary Fund. 


“At this level, the GIR can cover 
5.8 months’ worth of imports of 
goods and payments of services and 
income," Tetangco said. 

Meanwhile, the net international 
reserves—including the revalua- 
tion of reserve assets and reserve- 
related liabilities—stood at $32.3 
billion from the end-September lev- 
el of $30.9 billion. 

NIR refers to the difference be- 
tween the GIR and the total short- 
term liabilities. The year-on-year 


change in the NIR in tum determines 
the country's balance of payments. 

The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between the 
domestic economy and the rest of 
the world. Any transaction which 
gives rise to a payment by a Philip- 
pine resident like importation or 
debt servicing is a deficit item in the 
BOP while any which gives rise to a. 
receipt like borrowing, exporting or 
overseas Filipino worker remit- 
tanceisa surplus item. 


Jollibee buys Beijing fast-food chain | «s 


December or early June. 
Shenzhen is a city in Guangdong 
province in southern China, touted 
as а center of foreign investment 
7 and has one of the busiest ports in 
China after Shanghai. 
Тап Caktiong said he was being 
lirged to bring Jollibee's recently 
acquired bakeshop brand Red Rib- 
bon and its pizza and pasta line 
Greenwich to China. 
No decision has yet been made 
- ónthis. 
"The issue is not of demand (in 
+ China). The market is always there. 


Its how you are able to tap the mar- 
ket,” Tan Caktiong said. 

‘The Hongzhuangyuan chain has 
an estimated total sales of $24 mil- 
lion in 2007 and presently operates 
26 company-owned stores all in 
Beijing and seven franchised stores 
in other cities in China. 

Тап Caktiong earlier said that 
what lured the Jollibee to the Beijing. 
chain was its unique concept consist- 
ing of serving a variety of local Chi- 
nese food centered around congee. 

“The product offerings at their price 
points provide superior value, thus at- 


-PSE amends listing rules 


{By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson. 


{to go public. 


PSE president Francis Lim said the re- 
vised listing rules would allow these recipi- 
ents of government incentives to list by way 


of introduction. 


Listing by way of introduction allows a 
company to be a member of the exchange 
and therefore trade its shares, without the 
need of an immediate initial public offer, 
by virtue of the company's widely held 


shares. 


Lim explained that at present, listing by 
way of introduction did not require an af- 
fected company to immediately offer its 


shares to the public. 


Under the revised rules, the affected com- 
pany would be given a year from the date of 
listing to offer its shares to the public. 

“The revised rules will attract companies 
that do not see the immediate need to raise 
capital from an initial public offering but 
want to realize the benefits from being list- 


ей companies,” Lim added. 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE HAS 
proposed key changes to its listing rules to 
? lure companies, especially those that re- 

ceive tax incentives from the government, 


tracting a high number of customers 
at different parts of the day. We be- 
lieve that this restaurant chain has the 
potential for broad acceptance across 
China,” Tan Caktiong had 

The acquisition amount will be 
paid in cash in three tranches over a 
period of 12 months from the time 
of completion of the acquisition. 

Over the past four years, Jollibee 
has bought Red Ribbon Bakeshop in 
the Philippines and the United 
States, and the remaining 50 per- 
cent of Delifrance's franchise in the 
Philippines. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, THE PRIVATE 
sector and the academe have teamed up to 
craft a strategy to ramp up the country’s 
competitiveness through innovatioh. 

"The Department of Science and Technol- 
ogy—along with tje Intellectual Property 
Organization Philippines, IBM Philippines 
and the Asian Institute of Manage- 
ment—announced they were holding a Na- 
tional Innovation Summit at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel on Nov. 26. 

Science and Technology Secretary Estrel- 
la Е Alabastro said in a briefing yesterday 
that the main objective of the campaign 
was to put in place the building blocks that 
could accelerate innovation and spur 
growth across industries. n 

"Both codified and tacit knowledge must 
be harnessed to achieve an effective Na- 
tional Innovation System,” Alabastro said. 

“This includes joint research, partner- 
ships, technology diffusion, and mobility of 
intellectual capital,” she added. 

Alabastro said working with private 
industries to craft the NIS was a signifi- 
cant step as the government took the 
role of creating an environment that al- 
lows industries to innovate competitive- 
ly in the domestic and international 
markets. 

She said further that the innovation cam- 
paign included an aggressive plan to sup- 
port and guide the academe in designing 


ventors are being licensed and 
patented in other countries. 

‘The sponsors of research and. 
development done by Filipino 
innovators serve only to benefit, 
the patent holders since the 
patent is a temporary monopoly 
given as an incentive to the 
Owners of the innovation, 
Cristobal said. 

“That is why we are using the. 
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Innovation pushed as economic growth driver 


summit as a venue to ‘main- 
stream the view that intellectu- 
al property rights is important 
for the growth of firms and the 
development of the country" he. 
said. 

"We are going to launch the 
national IP strategy during the 
summit," Cristobal said. 

Also, Alabastro said the NIS 
project was taking off on the re- 
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The Mindanao business agenda 


(Second of 2 parts) 

THE 12-POINT RESOLUTION THAT THE 
business sector unanimously approved dur- 
ing the recently concluded Mindanao Bu: 
ness Conference in General Santos City in- 
dicates that the sector will always be an ac- 
tive partner of the government in develop- 
ing Mindanao. 


ICT as development agent 

‘Truly believing that information -and 
communications technology (ICT) isa cata- 
lyst for development, the business sector 
believes that it is an essential part of the 
overall roadmap for the island and that suf- 
ficient infrastructure facilities must be laid 
out for connectivity to be enhanced. 

In this modern world, connectivity is as 
important as physical infrastructure be- 
cause it allows real time interaction be- 
tween and among players of a certain sec- 
tor and even between the producer and the 
market. It has tremendously shrunk the 
world to just about a line between two peo- 
ple, even if the distance is between the 
north and south poles. 

The cities of Davao, General Santos, Ca- 
gayan and Zamboanga are all poised to be- 
come the ICT hubs of Mindanao. These are 
the areas where connectivity is present 
along with a rich source of human capital to 
support ICT developments. 


Power, power 

Another major issue that the business 
sector raised during the event was finding 
ways to ensure sufficient and steady power 
supply in Mindanao. 

Reliable power supply will not only lure 
more investments to the island, but also 
sustain growth. 

Tris not only necessary for government to 
ensure that power investments are placed 
їп areas where needed most (in case of 
‘Mindanao it is in the southern part which 
‘consumes nearly one-half of the power pro- 


MINDANAWORLD, 


Joji Павап-Віап 


duced in the island), it is also very impor- 
tant that power is brought to all the points, 
particularly to areas where development is 
slow. 

We must remember that reliable power, 
like infrastructure facilities such as roads, is 
a key to development. 

‘And according to the analysis of govern- 
ment agencies, like the National Power 
Corp. and the National Transmission Corp., 
Mindanao will run out of power within the 
next three years unless major decisions are 
made today. 

It is good that the national government 
decided to set up the transmission line that 
will bring the excess power supply pro- 
duced in the northem part of Mindanao, 
particularly from the 200-megawatt coal- 
fired plant in Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental, 
to the rest of the Mindanao grid. 

But it is also necessary that new power 
plants are built in areas where they are 
needed. But this can only be done if in- 
vestments in the sector get the much- 
needed support from government policy- 
makers. 


Efficient shipping services 

Considering that Mindanao is a known 
producer of agricultural products, itis also 
important to find ways to bring these to the 
markets in easier and cheaper ways. It is 
currently more expensive to bring goods 
from Mindanao to Manila than to send 
them abroad, 

This only shows two things, good port han- 
dling facilites are absent and that freight rates 
are also higher in the domestic shipping sector 


There have been so many attempts to 
persuade both the government and the in- 
dustry to find common ground, both in re- 
ducing shipping rates and improving port 
handling facilities. These moves must be re- 
alized soon. Otherwise, business will con- 
tinue to languish and development will not 
take off. 


Improved agriculture 

The government and the private sector 
must also pour more resources into the 
agriculture sector, considering that itis its 
strength, with Mindanao accounting for 40 
percent of the country's agricultural out- 
put. 

While it has improved with the imple- 
mentation of the Agriculture and Fisheries 
Modernization Act, its implementation is 
very much wanting in terms of funding and 
technical support. 

It is high time for both the govern- 
ment and the private sector to join 
hands and implement a private-sector 
led development roadmap for the sector. 
Otherwise, Mindanao's fertile land will 
eventually be barren and its seas will 
dry up. 

The other points raised during the event 
include developing a competitive and sus- 
tainable Philippine tuna industry; strong 
private-public sector partnership to devel- 
op tourism; support for the education of the 
human resource in the region and an envi- 
ronmentally and socially sustainable min- 
ing industry. 

Every year, the business sector formu- 
lates the Mindanao business agenda. We 
have long lived with rhetoric. Itis high time 
for action. 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is a strong and respected 
advocate for the development of the island. 
She is chair of Joji Ilagan Foundation, Philip- 
pine Call Centers Alliance, Mindanao Tech 
Voc Schools Association; and Mindanao rep- 
resentative, Export Development Council 
Email comments to jojibian2@yahoo.com) 
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Offer Period 
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Maturity 


Roadshows 


Optional Redemption 
Minimum Investment 


Interest Payment 


Unsecured Subordinated Notes 


Unsecured subordinated notes 
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ower Tier Il capital 


A minimum of РНР5 billion 


8-16 November 2007 


7.00% p.a. 
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Film hub to rise 
in Subic, Clark 


By Riza T. Olchondra alypse Now” and “Born on the 
4th of July” to the Philippines. 

‘According to the Funtasia 
blueprint, the Subic and Clark fa- 
cilities will be gated studios to be 
managed by different companies. 
In particular, Subic will serve as a 
location for filming, studio of- 
fices, and a water sub-stage for 
shooting underwater scenes. 

The tank for water sub-stage 
will be an environment-friend- 
1y, open sea-type with an area of 
3,000 square meters. 

In Clark, Funtasia will be using 
the Sandigan Expo and other his- 
torical attractions, as well as the 
global city and fun zone. 

Jimenez revealed that Funta- 
sia already has three foreign 
movie production outfits on its 
list of prospective clients, aside 
from companies engaged in tele- 
vision and video production. 

“These three foreign outfits 
are so eager to start their loca- 
tion shooting in the Philippines, 
that is why we were in a hurry to 
scout for the most suitable loca- 
tions in the country,” she said. 


FUNTASIA ENTERTAINMENT 
Philippines, an all-Filipino joint 
venture, has picked Subic and 
Clark as its movie production 
hubs to capitalize on the avail- 
able film location sites in the 
two economic zones. 

Catherine May Jimenez, Fun- 
tasia’s assistant executive pro- 
ducer, said in a statement that 
the newly formed company en- 
visions Universal Studios-type 
facilities with a combined area 
bigger than Hollywood. 

“Location wise, Subic and 
Clark have many beautiful 
places and facilities. And as (Vi- 
va Entertainment president) Vie 
Del Rosario said, some of the 
sets made here are like those 
produced in Hollywood,” 
Jimenez said. 

Funtasia was formed by Viva 
International, a household name 
in Philippine film industry; 
Brains International Inc.; and 
Philippine Films Inc, which 
brought the production of "Apoc- 


Shares close 0.4% higher њав 


days. Investors are largely tak- the central bank may resist the 
ing а wait-and-see stance as oil temptation to cut key interest 
prices reached new highs,” he rates when it holds its policy 
said. meeting on Nov. 15. 

The key index failed again to ^ Local interest rates may be 
break above the key resistance kept steady for the rest of the 
of 3,800 points because of such year despite benign inflation 
nervousness, Tan said. and the US Federal Reserve's 
Given the commodities further rate cut of 25 basis 
record-breaking run, Tan said points lastweek, he said. AFP 

(For supplies, matensis, equipment and non-personal services) 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The University of the Philipines Los Banas (UPLB) invites interested parties to apply 
for уйу and o submit bids forthe following: 


UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES LOS BANOS 
Coliege, Laguna 4031 


dem "Approved Contract 
Budget Period 

UPLB-16247: P 1450000 | Jan - Dec 2008 

Janitorial Services (13 janitors) 

UPLB-163.7: P 9,468,000 | Jan - Dec 2008 

Security services (60 security guards) 

UPLB16407: P 200000 WA 

Supply and installation of AM Transmitter 


Interested paries may secure the bidding documents rom the Bids and Awards 
Commitee Secretariat (BAC-Sex) ОЙсе at he Intemational House complex, UP Los 
Banos. The bid toms may also be downloaded either Irom UPLB webste (pil 
admin up edu phhac) or PhiGEPS (арх нменръоврэ ne/GEPS.. Bidding fee 
Stat be required rom he bidders payable upon securing of he id documents Кот the 
BAC-Sec Office or upon submission of eligbilty requirements or on the day of 
subissionlopening o bids. 


The schedule of bidding activities is as йом: 


Particulars Пате Place 
ssuance of Bid Documents | Starts on November 12, 2007 | BAC-SEC 
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Pre-Bid Conference November 15, 2007 BAC-SEC 
990 AM 
‘Submission of On or before. BAC-SEC 
Eligibility Requirements November 27, 2007 
900 AM - 5:00PM 
SubmissiomOpening of Bids| November 29, 2007 BAC-SEC 
30:00 AM. 


‘The UPLB reserves the right lo accept or reject any Bid, and to annul the bidding 
process and reject ай bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby 
incurring any labii to the affected bidder or bidders. 

Inquiries may be forwarded to Alexis C. del Rosario, Chair, BAC-Secretarat at 
telephone nos. (49) 536-8419 or 536-8420. 


(504) ARSENIO N. RESURRECCION 
Chair, ВАС 


уу 
go. 
On the mstrucuon of Lton МВ Inc. 
Live Auction Sale 
PLANT UTILITIES; PRODUCTION MACHINERY; 
GENERAL FACTORY STOCKS; IT / LABORATORY / 
FABRIC / GARMENT TESTING EQUIPMENT; ETC. 


Sale Date: Day 1. Wednesday, 1th November 200 - 
Rn as Pasig City- 40:30am 
Dav ана ish November 2007 - 
Xs Mils Calamba am 
Location: Pasig Calamba, Philippines 
Plant Utilities - Forklifts: 17 Forklifts (OperationalNon-Operational) 
ТОКТА Dese 201 258 3.0 TCM Diese ec 1.01] 307, 
Compressors: ATUS COR (OA. SANCO 520, BROOMWADE, 
{Gene 20) SOGELANDENGIOOMINADESMC Air Dryers; SANCO Ar 
{She fagh Pressure Washer, e 
rodus agecton machines; SHAW ТА TONG Tumble 
ры IR POOL Washing Machine Conveyor Approx. Süm 
“ыга Motors MIISUBEH, WESTINGHOUSE, 
Fn ten Harea anei Boari/Brealers Generator Tanstorme 
fesores Boite SIEMENS, MITSUBISHI, LOCKER MOELLER, FÚN 
бепе Parts, Toci us Waring Jot, ТОҮОТАТСМ Spares; А Large 
‘Qnty of Ast, Barns: Pairk Supplies Lane Cables Lats 
ашын ACER PHLIPS, COMPAQ, IM Computers ines 
Re lament -TOLEDO Mechancal беса loot Scale; 
ester tme tenens Dest Char ete 
sbriciGarment Testing Equipment - ATLAS Crockmeter, GRETAG 
а Hn Aven Tester Mni Rope Dying Machine 
UCKMASICRATEEN fabric Draco, ELMENDORE TEAR Strength Tester 
PEGASUS Stead ding Масе. Seng Machines ense Tester, ic 
A Codes Un HANC pe, ПАТОНА 
обон уре 
Slice анысы: ticos psi Fans ое. 
ЖАР Таене Мите Themes Microwave; Manual Typewriters: 
оону Machines PANASONIC STARDUST Safety Lights 
‘Office Furniture - Conference Tables, Reception Desks; Computer 
BE Side Tables Safety Вос, Fling Cabinets; Lockers, Steal Cabinets; 
Geanclater Cock 
ON VIEW: Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th November 2007 -9am -5pm 
REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT Ppt. 000 pon restrain 


Golndustry Contact: JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
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Henry Butcher Tel: +63 2822 5555 
Se manila@goindustry.com 
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BDO-EPCI launches tier 2 notes offer worth PSB 


NO TECHNOBABBLE. 
JUST SIMPLE I.T. SOLUTIONS. 


Proceeds to be used to fund 
aggressive expansion plan 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


RETAIL TYCOON HENRY SY'S 
Banco de Oro-EPCI has launched 
the public offering of at least PS 
billion in subordinated debt or 
tier 2 notes, the merged bank's 
first fund-raising activity. 

Tn an investors forum yester- 
day, BDO said the 10-year notes 
would yield 7 percent per year 
until the fifth year or in 2012, 
during which the bank could 
opt to pay off investors. 

“This capital-raising exercise 
is integral to our strategic plan 
to build up BDO-EPCI. The pro- 
ceeds will be used to fund our 
growth,” bank president Nestor 
Tan said. 

A call option gives the issuer 
the right but not the obligation 
to buy the security at a specified 
price within a specified time pe- 
riod. If BDO would not exercise 
its call option after the fifth 
year, interest rates for the, re- 
maining term would be in- 
creased by 150 basis points. 

Proceeds from the offering, 


years. 


First Gen eyes eight 
Napocor power plants 


By Abigail L. Ho 


IN A BID TO DOUBLE ITS DI- 
rectly owned generation capac- 
ity to 1,968 megawatts (MW) 
by 2011, listed firm First беп 
Corp. is looking at acquiring 
eight National Power Corp. as- 
sets from this year to 2009. 

First Gen chief finance officer 
Francis Giles Puno said in a pre- 
sentation to stockholders yes- 
terday that the company was 
considering bidding for the 
192.5-MW  Palinpinon, 700- 
MW Tiwi-MakBan and 112-MW 
Tongonan geothermal facilities; 
the 175-MW Ambuklao-Binga 
and 246-MW Angat hydropow- 
er assets; and the decommis- 
sioned 850-MW Sucat thermal 
power plant. 

"Together with partners Spal- 
mare Holdings BV and Prime 
Terracota Holdings Corp., First 
Gen would also be bidding for 
the government's remaining 60- 
percent stake in PNOC Energy 
Development Corp. 

By acquiring a majority stake 
in PNOC-EDC would mean the 
addition of 1,100 MW of steam 
and 700 MW of power to First. 
Gen's portfolio, Puno said. 

“We plan to grow by bidding 


ties. 


which will start today and end 
on Nov. 16, will be used to fi- 
nance the bank's aggressive ex- 
pansion plan for the next few 


Tan said the proceeds from 
the issuance would also give the 
merged bank the flexibility to 
refinance 
notes issued by the former EPCI 
Bank which carried a call option 
by mid-2008. 

Although BDO earlier ob- 
tained the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas approval for the flota- 
tion. of as much as P10 billion, 
Tan said the bank would like to 
raise the amount in tranches. 

British bank HSBC was man- 
dated as the sole lead arranger 
ofthe issuance. 

The notes will be issued in 
denominations 
and increments of P100,000. 

In the first half of the year, the 
merged bank reported a 25-per- 
cent year-on-year increase in net 
income on a consolidated basis 
to P3.18 billion from P2.5 billion 
in the same period last year. 


for more assets that are up for 
privatization and by doing 
more new projects 

2009, there are eight scheduled 
bidding activities that will give 
us more opportunity to grow. 
We're also in constant lookout 
for projects in the private sector 
that we can acquire," he said. 

He said the company would 
likewise be embarking on the 
expansion of its existing plants 
as well as tying up with other 
power generators for the estab- 
lishment of new capacity. 

Greenfield projects are also a 
possibility, he added. 

With the nearing of the 2010- 
2011 critical period in Luzon, 
however, First Gen senior vice 
president Ricardo Tantoco said 
it would be easier to pursue ex- 
pansion projects than to put up 
totally new generation facil 


For its expansion program, 
First Gen has lined up the $30- 
million upgrade of the 112-MW 
Pantabangan-Masi 
dropower facility and the $578- 
million addition of 385 MW of 
capacity to the 735-MW Pagbi- 
lao coal-fired power plant, in 
partnership with plant operator 
Team Energy. 


the $200 million 


of P500,000 


From 2007- 


Growing businesses now have something to look forward to. A host of easy to use solutions from IBM. Our hardware, software and 


24x7 support will help you manage routine tasks and save your precious time. Take the IBM System x™ servers for instance. 


Powered by Second-Generation AMD Opteron™ Processors, these servers come with IBM Director. Which is a unique technology that 


helps you deploy, monitor, troubleshoot, maintain and optimise your infrastructure from а single screen. Simple and efficient. 


T. SOLUTIONS FROM IBM. M 


SELECT YOUR SERVER 


IBM SYSTEM 13105 (434748) 


The IBM System 13105 offers an Ideal choice for smal businesses looking for their frst server orto upgrade an. 
existing server, 


desk applications include: бело small-business management Web serving and e-tmail/messaging. 


System Features: 

AMD Dual-Core Opteron Model 210 1.8GHz Processor 
2x1 MBofL2 cache 

2351208 667MH2 PC2-5300 ECC ODR2 SDRAM 

14 160GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drive 

+ YearPorts and Labour, 9x5, От-бле, Next Business Day 


IBM SYSTEM BASS (79841A) 


The IBM System 3455 provides oustanding performance rU package for compute-intensive environments 
tan affordable price. 

ey user industries Inde; Petrochem Ме sclences franca services, aerospace and automotive 
government research, ойну research, weather and eart simulation, and media/entenainment 


System Features: 
AMD Dual-Core Opteron Model 2210 1889: Processor 
2M8 per socket Cache 
2x 512M8 667MHZ PC2-5300 ECC DORZ SORAM 
1 6068 Simple:Swap SATA Hard Disk Drive 
1 Year Parts and Labour, 9x5, OnSite, Next Business Day 


IBM SYSTEM 3655 (79851AA) 


The BM System 3655 s relable server that offers compeling performance for enterprise applications wile 
minimizing deployment tme and cost 


Meal Applications Include: Virtualization, dynamic Web serving, database, IPTV 


‘System Features: 
AMD Dual-Core Opteron Model 2210 1.8GHz Hocesor. 
2351200 667MH2 PC2:5300 CC DDR? SDRAM 
Integrated SAS controller; supports RAID 0, 1 & 10 
3173468 15k rpm Hot-Swap SAS Hard Disk Dives 
3 Year Pats and Labour, 9х5, One Nert Business Day 


From the people and Business Partners of IBM. Innovation made easy. 


SIMPLE. 


ADD YOUR SOFTWARE 


NEED E-MAIL SOLUTIONS 


Lotus complete Messaging Express. 
жж Starter Pack 
Php 38,500.00 


10 user licenses + SW Maintenance 
12 months Php 60,984 


NEED WEB SOLUTIONS 

IBM WebSpehere Application Server. 
Express Intranet Option 

PRICE 


Php 80,000.00 | 20 user licenses + SW Maintenance 


12months Php 27,362 


NEED DATA PROTECTION 
SOLUTIONS 
IBM Tivoli Storage Manager 
PRICE 

Php 173,500.00 


100 Value Units License + SW Mainte- 
nance 12 months (equivalent to per 
CPU license) Php 8769 


ay һу- 


TO COMPLEMENT YOUR SELECTION BUNDLE, IBM OFFERS YOU: 
"| simple Manage BM Director Mangement Soa “FAFE 


| 1437 maintenance, price starting from Php.30000 


Mut нен гуни e Go T Pad Roger 07 fni 
cien Cor OG Wee ten Sens TTA Ai Comput PRI T 


поротата Veloso epee 
‘Seta ste cadena cyte aA ol monsans bane Hace oor бе Uil Bam р чын 
WE te TEO mon р: Aub Onn Fon aad ternar rt te tae 


nm Paes Nc E 


Microsoft Windows Server 2003 R2 td ed [5 CALS- 
> DEM) -ask your favorite reseller 
ему financing options available. 


Forinquiries Please call, (02) 634-7999 


LAMCO 


OMB Warns of Series 
of Operations to Hit Key 
Cities In and Around 
the Metro 

“The Optical Media Board (OMB) intensi- 
fied its vigilance against copyright violators 
by conducting a motorcade in кеу business 
locations around the Metro. This served as a 
warning to all copyright violators that the 
Strengihened campaign ofthe OMB is a gen- 
tina movement against software piracy tar- 
gating ali forms of business estabishments 
Al ofwhich are expected to be in full compli- 
ance ofthe IPR and OMB law. 

‘Agents from the Inteligence Inspection 
Division of the OMB joined the motorcade 
wherein business establishments in Ayala 
"own Center in Alabang and SM Megamall 
in Mandaluyong City were paid a surprise 
Visit. Stern spot checks were conducted to 
Verity licensed softwares with computer 


| BUSINESSES USING U 


BEWARE! 


units loaded with unlicensed software 
seized, Thousands of illegal copies of busi- 
ness software were seized from Sth Avenue 
Telecom in a тай in Mandaluyong. 

The surprise arrival of OMB agents creat- 
ed a staggering alarm among owners of in- 
spected business establishments who were 
warned to lagalize any unlicensed software 
that they have or face adverse conse- 
quences including closure of business and 
possible imprisonment. Software piracy is а 
Violation of the IP Code of the Philippines 
andis punishable of up to nine years impris- 
'onment and а fine of upto 1.5 million pesos. 

"The impact of software piracy is greater 
than the effect of other counterfeit DVDs 
‘such as movies and computer games. Busi- 
ness software has a greater scope since itis 
an indispensable productivity tool in any or- 
ganization today. The consequences of a 
rampant software piracy include the pull out 
of export and trade quotas. Accordingly, for- 
eign businesses don't give 100% respect to 


LICENSED SOFTWARE 


ош IPR law. Software piracy results to lost 
‘opportunities to the various industries of the. 
‘country and lost job opportunities for out IT 
professionals," said Chairman Edu Man- 
zano ot the OMB. 

The OMB is determined to put an end to 
the rampant piracy їп the country. "This is 
just the beginning of a stronger fight against 
piracy. The presence of the OMB in the 
Metro is a clear indication that piracy is по 
longer tolerated in the country. In addition to 
retail stores and l-cafes tolerating this blatant 
disregard for Intellectual Property, we will al- 
во be checking on companies belonging to 
different Industries to determine whether 
they are conducting their businesses lawul- 
1y," warned Atty. Rosendo Meneses, Execu- 
tive Director of the OMB. 

‘As the OMB keeps to its promise of егай- 
cating the menace of piracy in the Philip- 
pines, the team is enjoining the public to sup- 
port its efforts in curbing software piracy the 
country. "The public plays a crucial role in 
‘combating the problems of software piracy 
by being vigilant, educated and by sending in 
reports of software copyright violators," 
added Meneses. 


NBI scours key cities in Metro 


Agents of the 
Optical Media 
Board inspecta. 
computer unit in 
‘one of the 
business estab- 
lishments visited 
in Alabang dur- 
ing he recent 
motorcade. The 
operation result- 


edin hundreds of 


seized pirated 
business 
software across 
the Metro. 


Operations conducted 
by the NBI resulted to the 
seizure of atotal of 23 . 
computers loaded with р, 
unlicensed software and 
15 pirated installers. 
‘amounting to 

650,000 pesos. 


Manila for software pirates 


Manila, Philippines (October 30, 2007) - Opera- 
tives of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
Intellectual Property Rights Division (IPRD) simul- 
taneously raided four business establishments in 
different okies in Metro Mania including 
Paranaque, Muntinlupa, Makati and Manila for al 
legedly selling computers loaded with pirated or 
unlicensed software. 

The raided establishments Included Compex 
Sucat Inc. located at the 3/F Bullding A of SM City 
Sucat; Brochiere Computers in Festival Supermall 
їп Alabang, Muntinlupa City; Pantertech located at 
the S/F ERM Bldg, Bangkal Evangelista St. Makati 
City and Save on Surplus (SOS) located at the 4th 
level of SM City Manila. 

"To attract more customers, the sald stores 


tomers which Included roo instalation of business 
software on to the computers that were sold. Un- 
known to the customers, the software installed to 
the computers bought from these stores are unli- 
‘censed copies and are therefore pirated," sald At- 
ty. Eliren Meneses, head of the NBHPRD. 

During the ralds, МВ! agents inspected comput- 
ers gold in the stores, which was duly witnessed by 
store attendants. All computers that were found 
loaded with pirated or unlicensed software were 
conliscated including pirated software Installers. 
All seized items would be used as evidence 
against the raided stores. 

A total of 29 computers loaded with unlicensed. 
software and 15 pirated installers amounting to 
650,000 pesos were confiscated during the raids. 


ware piracy in the country. Stores selling comput- 
ers loaded with pirated software do not only dupe 
thelr customers but also themselves. Instead of 
‘earning more through the sale of legitimate soft- 
ware, getting Involved in software piracy would on- 
уу lead to them losing thelr business," Atty. Mene- 
Sos added. 

Software piracy is a violation of the Intellectual 
Property Code ofthe Philippines andis punishable 
of upto nine years imprisonment anda fine of up to 
41.5 millon pesos. 

Together with the Optical Media Board (OMB) 
‘and the Philippine National Police in a untied effort 
‘of the Plipinas Anti-Piracy Team (PAPT), the NBI 
aime to curb software piracy in the Philippines. 

Mora information on the activities of the PAPT is 


Hundreds of pirated business softwares were selzed In a serles of 


operations conducted by the Optical Media Board пена о екен нн ао 


"The NBI is fully committed to wiping out sof- available at wwwpapt.org.ph. 


Honors 


College's Marie Eugenie Theater ; 
Assumption (METTA) in San Lorenzo Village, 
October 25. 


‘These outstanding works and individuals came from the Student, 
Radio, Print, advertising, Cinema, Television, Internet, Website, 
Book and Music sectors throu chosen 


by panels of jud; 
and the religious communities- 


“In the end, it is the content 
of the message that really 
matters...” 


of that never were and more than what atready 

is," he further executives Antonio Henson, Philip Elta Juico, 
Pagayon; Consul Gen. Edward Fereira and Prof. Juan Ramos who 

^ of gave out category awards. 

Citing the ane instance when the Lord Jesus 

the: which the storing af am adulterous Other award givers ir of the religious and the 


inetudec members. 5 

clergy ted by Bishop Honesto Р. Ongtioco, Fr. Rufino Sescon, 

Fr. Jusetita Buenafe, Fr. Aristole Dy 52, Fr. John Brillantes, 
Rosales, Sr. Shabmas Rubia andi 


‘of the mass media in shaping Fr. Masio 

positive social opinion. ‘awardee Sr. Mary Pilar Versoza 

| ` He further thanked the Jaros and participants for their — Celebrity performers top-billed By Awardee Уз. Jotina 
‘continuing service in the ever-important rote of “forming, informing ‘Kea Chan, Reuben Laurente, 

ала reforming society” ways that are genuine and relevant ta 

our times. 


PRINT INTERNET ADVERTISING 
Best Couma Best Website Best Gutdaar Ad — Branded 
ul Sev, Б Montes by Wales ата any renter com Guimaras Hair алы Comb, (PIANDRE) TBWA 
Bele tenets a by Shepherds Voice Radio TV Foundation sne ena 
* The Bread. (СММ. Asia, Inc www famedia.com by Communications —— 
pred Ж erip ea ee oe T 
Mein pem Musa Egon Saar S а 
Tom Cruise by Wilson Lee Flores RADIO Mother's Day (Pro-Life Phils) by DM9 JaimeSyfa. 
ee sedem Best Drama Program Best Print Ad- Branded 
er Tere Pippi Dany Inquirer Маайа Bo Kaya xa DZMM Radyo 630 Baok Tiles (National Bookstore) 

Columa Best News Program by Creative Concepts, Ine. 


Best Radio Ad — Public Service 
Power to Unite (The Nat’ Catholic Family. 
Bible Quiz) by World Impact Communications 


Radyo Patrol Alas Onse Y Media 
by DZMM Radyo Patrol 630 


| Best Special Feature Se Best TV Ad — Public Service 
Looking Glass by Rose King, Mimi Martin & Sugpuin Ang Karupsyon by DZRH MBC Education (UNICEF) by TBWA Santiago 
Nick Pichay, The Big C Magazine Best Educational Program. rue 
Best Start Stary Sulyap Kultura by DZRM 1278 Radyo Magasin, Best TV Ad- Branded 
Hatara Buhay Bata byy Almar Т.б Gom DARP Rado Pipa “Father” and “Son” (SMART Communications) 
Konziss Magazine for Young People : ROOM A 
dig Kamor ni Dara by Resta C. Vien [parie -= иле € 
Best Youth Magna Wan Dey Бал Araw by DEAS AM 702 Khe = oe 
Gospel Komiks (Collector's Edition) by CEA Best Business Program Bai agho iise 
Best Community/Parish N 2 Radyo Negosyo by DZMM Radyo Patrol 630 Now Every Morning. Меш Every Day 
a Mur eS by Domie Guzman, SSP,St Pazl's Publishing 
Missionaries of the Heart of lesus 
‘World Missina Publishin TELEVISION Best Book in Theology and Liturgy 
Pus Braga DE Best News Program  Paghahanda at Pogdiriwang by Michael 
$ The State of Philippine. 24 Oras by GMA T de los Reyes, Claretian Publications 
бу Femando det Малда, Volt Contreras Best Comedy Program Бе Baak in Spirin sed Ману 
erbe dd Gain” Dubia by ABS CEN sen Pups Roto Mano, 
Rights of the Child by Less Abrera ee SA Arneo de Manita Univesity Press 
| Муен The Sports List by National Broadcasting Best Book in Femily Life, Youth, 
1 Best News Photograph Network (NBN 4) and Children 
Т Father and Child by Edwin Bacasmas Best Entertainment Program Parable of the Elder Brother by Лесу C. Go, Sh 
рза Рау ir Sharon by ABS-CBN Jesi Communicarons Foundation, е. 
Ой Spill in Guimaras co reach Boracay жиш STUDENT ЄММА 
by Nestor Р. Burgos Ir. and Leia Salaveria Media ix Focus by ANC 21 ciat petet 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Best Aduit Eduextional Program M pare 
oe Philippine Agenda by GMAT Best Student Organ — High Schao? 
anys Best Children's Program The Maxresan by Manresa School and 
| е ааа ee Mga Kuwento М: Lola Basyang by GMA T Tite Judenites by St. Jude Catholic School 
1 puma асасы Бесна Веза News Magazine Best Student Organ —Callege 
s TM eee Kapuso Mo, Jessica Soho by GMA 7 and Е Magazine by De La Salle, Lipa City 
D'Concorde Recording Com. mone Tana y араан Univesity ofthe Pils. 
Best Music Video Best Drama Program 
Power to Unice by Woni Impact Communications Magpakailanman by GMA T Metro by Colegio de Sen Juan de Letran 
—— Best TV Ad Public Service 
Eur Sene ne Lyana by ABS-CBN aras by Se Peal Unversity, QC 
Publis Service Program Best Print Ad Public Service 
Lees Leer in Wish Ko Lang? by GMA Т Lamb of God by Lyceum of the Phils. University 
Tu б эр гут 
INQUIRER YA 
| [ism Foundation, Inc. 3 - 
Md MEGAWORLD BusinessMirror M, 


|. Catholic 
Р Mass Media 


SPECIAL CITATIONS 

MUSIC 

Music Video 

Ekemplo by ЕНЕМ/ Jesuit Communications 
Foundation, Inc. 


Sa Isa Kong Boto — Teacher. 

by GMA Network, Inc. 

TV Ad-Branded 

Graduate (Western Union) 

byJimenez Basic 

Radio Ad-Public Service 

Bawal (UNICEF) by BBDO Guerrero Ortega 


TELEVISION 

Business Program/Feature 

Amiga by ABS-CBN / RNG Bacolod 
Drama Series 

Super Inggo by ABS-CBN 


RADIO 

Business Program / Feature 

Business Matters by DZFE-FM (FEBC) 
Drama Program 

Haag Mangamba by DZRV Radio Veritas 


PRINT 

Children's Magazine 

Super Benj! by The Master's Workhouse, Inc. 
Comic Strip. 

Tuxay na Dakita by Ben Gregory Aquino 
The Bread Basket. 

Youth Magazine 

Word & Life by Word & Life Publication. 
Local Community/Parish Newspaper 

Tulay Fortnightly by Kaisa Para sa 
Kaunlaran, lnc. 

Investigative Report. 

The Guimaras ОЙ Spill by Leila B. Salaveria, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer and 

Filipino Sex Prisoner Thought She was in France 
by Gemma Luz Corotan Phil. Daily Inquirer 
News Photograph 

A Long Journey Home by Manny Marcelo 
The Phil. Star 
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SOLON MADRID DEMETRIOU, SR. | 


a, Tabaco City, Albay 


Ia 


"€ 


has peacefully joined his Creator and beloved wife, Josefina, 
on November 7, 2007 at the age of 84. 


His bereaved children: Antonio (Ж) & Marie, Harriet, Jennifer, 
Solon, Jr. and Vangie; grandchildren: Christine & Niño, 
Michelle & Michael, Alexander Philip, Joann, John Paul & Sheila; 
great-grandchildren: John Robert Solon, Carlos Antonio, 
Martina Angela & Miguel, request your prayers for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains will be at the family residence at Bgy. Fatima, 
Tabaco City, Albay. 


e Interment will be on Monday, November 12, 2007 at the Demetriou Mausoleum, P 
Tabaco Catholic Cemetery after the 9:00 a.m. concelebrated Mass 
at the St. John the Baptist Parish Church, Tabaco City, Albay. 


рву 


Gg 


ptas “Ве at rest once more, О my soul, 
CLASSIFIEDS | «one "have fought the good fight 
Thave finished the race, 


Our Dearly Beloved 
1 have kept the faith...” 
ANT STEEL CORP. ENGR. NESTOR TANJUTCO Y MORELOS ату 
“TATAY” 


Administrative Officer ‘ow rests in the infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 
He joined our Creator on the 6th day of November, 2007 
at the age of E. 
s loving wife Fely, children Marian & Rey, Terry & Robert and Jun б 
Ruby, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, relatives and friends request the 
| pious readers to pray for the etemal repose of his soul. 


I PME 

ee ee е ана 
КУБЫП Же ы Gece tm cen i. * 
Mandaluyong Cty ore mal at users pal nat Cremation will be on the 11th day of 
a E eg iit LE 


JAMORALIN, SR. -` 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC of Sorsogon, Bicol 


This is to inform the public that the following 
personnel are no longer connected with ——— 
GVRC Placement Services, Inc. 
1. EMMA B. TOC LASSIFIEDS 
2. TERESITA P. BOISER 
3. RUSSIENI I. GO s 
4.IAN SEP C. SUAYBAGUIO 
5. CARLOS P. PELONGCO Dun oh te 
6.PERLAH. GABATBAT СЕЗ тЫ 
Апу transactions entered into the above юзи евини яанаа AME EE ENS S 
named persons will not be honored by this mu PR E 


and a retired officer of Quezon Institute 
joined our God and his wife Pacita, 
in His grace on October 28, 2007 

at San Jose, California, USA, at the age of 84. 


His bereaved children, Jesse, Carmen, Rodolfo Jr., 
Cynthia, Donato, Barry, Mila and Ites; his children 
in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, relatives 


company. COUNTY OF WHITE PINE and friends request your prayers for the repose of his 
INTHE MATTER OF THE. soul. 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AS TO 
(© November t 2007) nonce 
CHARLOTTE MACARANAS His cremated remains lie in state at Faith Chapel, Don 
NATIONAL ect Bosco, Makati until Nov. 9, 2007 and at Sorsogon, 
A TO: TEOTIMO DIZON, father of the above-named minor; and to all Bicol on Nov. 10-11, 2007. 
LASSIFIED: persons claiming Бе the atero is minor 
теше кен Cii You are hereby notified that there has been filed in the above-entiied 


His final resting place will be at the Shrine of Divine 
Mercy Ossuary, Mandaluyong City on Nov. 13, 2007 
after the 6 pm mass. 


curt patton praying ore termination of parental igts over te above- 
farmed minor pereon, and tat he peiton has been set for hearing before 
More fas Court, a ө courtroom тегй, к tne County of White Pine, Siate of 

Nevada, the 2 day November, 2007, a 1500 a m. at which time 


ifi B | ano place you are required to се prosent if you desire io oppose the 
Classified Ads: 5 
DATED this 13 day of September, 2007. 


DONNA M. BATH 
CLERK OF COURT 


га FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


oe Tel. Nos, : 712-3001 + 749-3806 to П 
sae or сне qoutes NM 
Engr. Nestor M. Chaps | токот | PazCrematoy 
Tanjutco падал. 
Victoria C. Miranda Chapel | aferteto0 | Manta Memorial 
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Restore 
More Tha 
Just Hair! 


When you get your hair back, 350 
get your life back. Why setlle for being 
bald when you can get back a full 
head of natural, thick hair? With 
Svenson's TRANSDERMAL COSMETIC 
RECONSTRUCTION (TCR) you'll be sure 
to get an effective, non-surgical, 
permanent solution that will bring 
back the hair you've lost, Seamless, transparent 
bonded to your sc 
little "help" because it just Бока natural. TCR is 
secure, it won't restrict your lifestyle at all. You'll loól 
younger, be more confident and feel more attract 
Ca today for a FREE consultation. 
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Coconut exports 


up 55.7 


in July 


7-mo level lower than year-ago figure 


By Amy R, Remo 


THE COUNTRYS COCONUT EXPORTS 
jumped 55.7 percent in July to $95.6 mil- 
lion due largely to improved prices of co- 
conut oil, according to official data from 
the Philippine Coconut Authority. 

In July 2006, exports of coconut prod- 
ucts amounted to $61.38 million. 

According to the PCA, the volume of ex- 
ports during the month reached 145,800 met- 
ric tons in copra terms, 13 percent higher than 
the 129,025 MT in the same month last year. 

Coconut oil exports rose 14 percent to 
73,302 MT from 64,316 MT, while copra 
meal shipments climbed 19.7 percent to 
32,770 MT from 27,367 MT. 

Oleochemicals exports were up by 51.5 
percent to 10,934 MT in copra terms from 
7,215 MT. 

Tn contrast, shipments of desiccated co- 
conut fell 6.1 percent to 11,975 MT from 
12,756 MT. 

Other products that recorded decline in 
exports were coco shell charcoal 2,269 МТ 
(down 44.1 percent from last years 4,056 
MT); activated carbon, 2,499 MT (down 5.2 
percent from 2,635 MT), and fresh coconuts, 
41 MT (down 88.7 percent from 360 MT). 

For the first seven months of the year, total 
exports reached 859,322 MT in copra terms. 

However, this is still lower by 31.3 per- 


By Michelle V. Remo 


the DST. 


cent than the 1.25 million MT recorded in 
the same period last year. 

In the first seven months, exports of co- 
conut oil reached 431,506 MT; сорга meal, 
222,698 MT; desiccated coconut, 76,975 
MT; oleochemicals, 55,384 MT; coco shell 
charcoal 12,602 MT; activated carbon 
15,605 MT; glycerin 8,354 MT; fresh co- 
conuts 493 MT, and other coco products, 
15,618MT. 

The PCA said Europe was the countrys lead- 
ing market destination for coconut oil in July, 
recording sales volume of 29,645 MT. The US 
came in second, accounting for 27,790 MT. 

Total coconut ой exports during the 
month consisted of 53,119 MT of crude co- 
conut oil (CNO), 12,644 MT cochin oil (re- 
fined, bleached ой) and 7,539 MT RBD oil. 

Korea remained the top importer of 
Philippine copra meal, with purchases 
reaching 18,114 MT. 55.3 percent of total 
exports, in July. 

Vietnam was second with 4,168 MT 
(12.7 percent), followed by Japan with 
4,000 MT (12.2 percent). Other buyers in- 
cluded Singapore (3,000 MT), United King- 
dom (3,000 MT) and Taiwan (489 MT). 

As for coco shell charcoal, Japan contin- 
ued as this product's primary destination, 
accounting for 1,333 MT. Other buyers 
were China (542 MT), Korea (260 MT), 
Hong Kong (134 MT). 


Tax amnesty law 
intention explained 


ready been decided upon by the 
court are not qualified for 


THE AUTHOR OF THE TAX amnesty. It would be unfair if 
Amnesty Law said banks owing other members of the (banking) 
the government billions of pe- industry were made to pay the 
sos in documentary stamp taxes taxes, while the others will es- 
were not qualified for amnesty. cape it,” Suarez said. 

Rep. Danilo Suarez explained Suarez’s statement was made 
that prior to the passage of the to shed light on the BIR’s tax 
tax amnesty bill, the Supreme dispute against some banks. 
Court had already de: 
some of the cases filed by the amnesty bill has raised the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue question on whether it was le- 
against banks over unpaid DSTs gal for the BIR to pursue the tax 
оп special savings accounts. cases against banks if they ap- 

The high court ruled in favor ply for amnesty. 
of the BIR, saying that special Because of the lenient provi- 
savings account was covered by sions of the law, banks are ex- 


d on The passage of the tax 


pected to avail themselves of 


The Tax Amnesty Law, which the amnesty. 

tookeffectin May this year, allows Suarez admitted that the Tax 

delinquent taxpayers to apply for Amnesty Law was not clear if 

amnesty. The law, however, dis- delinquent taxpayers whose 

qualifies individuals whose tax- cases were similar with those al- 

delinquency cases have already ready been decided upon by the 

been decided by the court. 
However, there are cases of the amnesty. 

same nature involving other banks Не, however, said that it was 

that are stili pending in the court. пог the intention of the law to 
"Those whose cases have al- cover these delinquent taxpayers. 


court were still qualified for the 
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Veuve Clicquot’s 
regional marketing 
director Bruno Yvon 
serves the brand’s 
offerings and insists 
sparkling м 

they are not 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


HAMPAGNE IS CLASSIFIED 

as sparkling wine, but not 

all sparkling wines can be 
called champagnes. And while all 
non-vintage champagnes are man- 
made, only God can "make" vin- 
tage champagne. 

These were just some of the nuggets of 
wisdom Bruno Yvon, regional marketing 
director of Veuve Clicquot, Krug and Ru- 
inart estates and wines, shared with guests 
at a recent formal dinner he hosted at 
Makati Shangri-La's Red. 

This time around, the Hong Kong-based 
Frenchman and frequent visitor to Manila 
focused on Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin's vin- 
tage and non-vintage champagnes, which 
he paired with a four-course meal consist- 
ing of Poached and Pan-fried Foie Gras, 
Medallion of Palawan Lobsters, Crepinette 
of French Pigeons, and an assortment of 
tart, mouse and sherbet. 

Because of their relatively robust yet re- 
freshing flavors and aromas—ranging from 
toasty to spicy, from fruity to biscu- 
ity—Veuve Cliequot’s vintage champagnes 
from 1999 and 2002 were able to hold their 
own and complement a traditional French 
dinner that would normally have required 
dry full-bodied red wines. 

Both vintages were composed of a basic 
blend of Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Pinot 
Meunier. In the case of Veuve Clicquot’s 
2002 vintage, 15 percent of it consists of 
red wine from the house's Bouzy vineyard, 
which explains its rosy color. 


Aged longer 

“These vintages are aged longer, which 
accounts for their more complex colors and 
aromas,” said Yvon. “It doesn't mean that 
you have to have a different set of cham- 
pagne for dinner. What we're telling you is 
since these champagnes were made from 
great wines, they also go well with good 
food.” 

Cocktails, where the featured drink was 
Veuve Clicquot’s non-vintage Yellow Label, 
preceded the dinner. 

Red wines, of course, get their color as 
well as their full-bodied flavor and aging 
potential from the skin of grapes. These 
qualities (including the skin) are largely ab- 
sent in white wines, which are prized more 
for their fruity and refreshing qualities. 

But all wines, whether red or white, basi- 
cally undergo a fermentation process in big, 
open vats. Such a condition allows carbon 
dioxide—a byproduct of fermentation—to 
escape in the form of harmless bubbles. 


Second fermentation 

Champagne is made from white wine, 
which undergoes a second fermentation 
thanks to added yeasts. Rather than place it 
in open vats, Veuve Clicquot’s cellar mas- 
ters store the yeast- and sugar-fortified 
white wine in sealed bottles. 

“This time, carbon dioxide is locked in 
the bottle during fermentation,” Yvon ex- 
plained. “The trapped bubbles soon trans- 
form plain white wine to sparkling wine.” 

In the process, yeasts are also fermented 
in the bottle leaving the sparkling wine 
with a mélange of flavors, which ranges 
from toasty to cheesy, from nutty to 
caramelly. 

‘Again, the outcome depends on how the 
cellar master mixes various wines from dif- 
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Holiday Baking and Cooking Plus... | 
Bake someone happy. Join Maya Kitchen for Holiday Baking and 
Govking Сазы Sock your parity wih 9 
Rloy stor, or logie as gs when you 
ie тали wil nage Эп assolement of specotes for fos gs Pasta, 
Кат. Pruicakes, Ham, eic. Check the schedule below. 
(bp; Nov 10 (Sa) 9 am. - 1 pm. Pasties de Leche, Ube, 
Бааз. iino Yema, Cookies & Cream Ромогоп. P300. 


joodies ready for all those | 
сай on friends and family. | 


Pickles & Aicharas. P900. 
Nov 24 (Sal) 2- 6 pm. Food for the Gods, Boat Tarts, Mini Fruit Cake wi Fondant 
|. ling. Cinnamon Bread, Stolen, Chutney, Pate, P900. 

г Dee. 1 (Sat) 9 am. - 
| Pandan Salad, Lemon Squares, Apple Nut Crumble. P900. 

Cookies & Bars: Dec 1 (Sal) 2-6 p.m. Refrigerated Cookies, Chocolate & Cappuccino Thins, 
fiStdsy Sugar Cookies wi Glazed, Crinkles, Chocolate Rum Balis. P900. 
CERTIFICATE COURSES WITH HANDS-ON (Limited enrollment, 

Nov 20-23/Dec. 4-7 (Т-Е) 9 a.m. - 2 pm. Proper hygiene, sankation & safety; nutrition 
yer mis-en- place of mirepolx. stocks, soups, Sauces, marinades, use of herbs 
& spices combinations, proper purchasing, storage, techniques of disjointing & boning 
fsh & meat fabrication. With actual preparation of dishes from appetizer, salad, 
poultry & meats, dessert including garni! 
| Fundamentals of Bakery Production: Nov. 
techniques applicable to the use of various read} 
cakes w Free Baking Cookbook. P5,000. 
s, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 8th floor, Liberty 
raiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 
loc. 108; or e-mail us 


Pata Ham, Assorted 
Edible Food Gi 


Cathedral Window, Mango Ice Box Cake, Buko 


re-registration required) 


Җ nutritional cooking; prop 


hing for plate presentation. Free cookbook. P6,000. 
13-17INov. 27-29/Dec. 11-15 (T-F) 9 a.m. -2 p.m. Baking 
ly mixes, yeast breads, quick breads, pies, cookies & 
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Filipino foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why it is difficult to pair 
wines with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 
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LIFESTYLE 


COUNTRY COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


Whipping up 
' a Pinoy mea 


in Iowa 


SO WHAT'S FILIPINO FOOD LIKE? 


j 


The question was begging to be апу 


swered in Iowa. Not with words but b; 
cooking. 

‘Thank goodness we had with us Myrna 
Segismundo, a chef who could decide оп 
the menu and, of course, take the helm in 
thekitchen. 

Myrna and I were actually glad because 
we could test if some of the recipes in the 
“Kulinarya” book we are part of (still ongo- 
ing) could be done in this neck of the 
woods. 

It was great to discover that even in lowa 
there were Asian stores. The first one we 
went to in the capital city of Des Moines 
was more grocery than store. 

We were delighted that we could buy: 
ipino brands of vinegar, soy sauce and in- 
stant sinigang mix, very basic things we 
needed to give our Iowa hosts their first 
taste of Filipino cooking. 

Owned by a Thai, the store carried what- 
ever the Asian community needed, includ- 
ing native brooms, bilao, alugbati (Ceylon 
spinach), pancit canton and international 
phone cards that were so cheap. 

We bought according to the menu Myrna 
prepared. We were going to do sinigang na 
baboy because Iowa is pork country. Chick- 
en and pork adobo had to be there. Pancit 
had to be included. 

We urged Myrna to do her now famous 
turon for dessert. But if turon was there, 
should we also have fried lumpia as our 
vegetable dish? 


‘Lumpia’ on the menu 

What made up our minds was the sight of 
three people wrapping some vegetable 
lumpia in one corner of the grocery. We 
guessed that the trio was the owner's moth- 
erand children. 

The lumpia contents were very much like 
our own—julienne vegetables of carrots 
and cabbage and what looked like chopped 
shrimps. 

Myrna said it would be less work if we 
bought some and so we did. We froze the 
lumpia in the hotel room's refrigerator until 
D-day. 

Оп cooking day, we needed to go once 
more to the grocery, this time in Ames 
where we were staying. Our young guide 
Lorilee Shultz brought us to another Asian 
store where we got the sinigang vegetables 
of eggplant, pechay and labanos and small 
sour tomatoes. 

Rice was also bought there. The store 
had so many varieties stacked at the front 
from Indian basmati, California rice to the 
milagrosa, our fragrant variety that the 
‘Thais have appropriated for their own. 

We had to settle, though, for a different 
kind of banana because saba was not avail- 
able. 

Lorilee brought us to another grocery 
where she said the best meat could be had 
and you could ask the butchers to cut ac- 
cording to specification. So pork spareribs 
were cut into sinigang sizes and, for the 
adobo, the pork belly into cubes and chick- 
encutat the joints. 


First time 

It took some time for our butcher to fin- 
ish. It must have been the first time he was 
asked to do those cuts. 

We used the kitchen in the hundred-year- 
old house of Dan Burden and his wife Terry, 
our hosts. It was a nice, cool and sunny day 
sowe could open the windows to let out the 


° 


CHICKEN and pork adobo 


smell of vinegar and soy sauce stewing. 

The couple, however, loved the aroma 
because they had been to Asia and liked the 
food. 

We distributed the tasks among the 
group that also included Virgith Buena and 
Ramona Singian. Every now and then, each 
of us would comment on how differently 
we, our mothers and grandmothers, did 
some of the dishes. 

My assignment was to cook the rice. Lo- 
rilee watched in amazement as I reserved 
the second rice washing (hugas bigas) for 
the sinigang broth. Then I measured how 
much water was needed to cook the rice the 
old way, placing my middle finger just 
above the washed grains and pouring water 
to just below the middle line of my finger. 

Icould see in her face the question asked 
by almost everyone who had seen me cook 


rice. So told her even before she could say 
anything that it did not matter how big 
your hands were, the technique would al- 
ways be correct. 

Myrna seconded by saying that, when 
they had to cook rice in a huge vat for a Fil- 
ipino food festival in Israel, she did exactly 
the same thing and it came out right. 

I am talking here about white rice, 
though. Red and brown rice need more wa- 
ter 

But, as insurance, I placed salt on the 
cover of the pot because my grandmother 
said that assured the rice would be cooked. 

Luckily, one reader, a chemical engineer 
who does not wish to be identified, e- 
mailed an answer to my query for a scientif- 
icexplanation written months ago in a pre- 
vious column: 

"My theory... is that salt reacts or com- 
bines with steam or water vapor being 
emitted by the hot pot. Salt has the proper- 
ty of controlling or absorbing heat [mak- 
ing] the ambient temperature cooler than. 
the temperature inside the pot [in spite of 
the heat from the stove]. 

"The effect then is for the cooler temper- 
ature around the pot to slow down some- 
how the evaporation of water from inside. 
the pot thereby producing а well-cooked 
rice.” 

Finally, the food was served on the Bur- 
dens’ beautiful antique china. 

How wonderful to eat Filipino food again 
after weeks of deprivation. How good to 
know that the "Kulinarya" recipes work. 
How great that we could give a taste not on- 
ly of our cooking but also of our culture to 
our friends in Iowa. 


E-mail the author at pinoyfood04@ya- 
hoo.com 


KITCHEN CREW. lowa kitchen crew of Virgith Buena, Myrna Segismundo and Ramona Singian 
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EASTWOOD CITY'S HAINANESE 
CHICKEN RICE AND SOY CHICKEN 


For a taste of Singapore, visit E 


astwood Cyber and Fashion Mall, 


Try its Chicken Ginger and other traditional Chinese- 
Singaporean dishes. The restaurant's bestseller is Soy Chicken 
and Hainanese Chicken Rice. Soy Chicken, with its crispy dark- 


brown skin and tasty meat, is be 
sauce (0917-8EWCITY). 


jest eaten with mild red chi 


DINING Ойт 
reakfast & Wi-Fi access 


MARIO'S QUEZON CITY 

offers a wide selection of 
breakfast staples. With Wi-Fi 
access, diners can go online as 
they have their meal. Signature 
breakfasts include Mario's 
Grand Slam, Millennium Plat- 
ter, and Filipino selections like 
Vigan longganisa and beef 
tapa served with garlic rice 
and two eggs. Mario's is at 
‘Tomas Morato comer Scout 
Gandia in Quezon City, tel. 
4153887 or 3720360, e-mail 
mariosquezoncity@ya- 
hoo.com. In Baguio, Mario's is 
at Upper Session Road, tel 
074-4424241, e-mail mar- 
ios_baguio@yahoo.com. 


JAYMI'S GRILL (802 Pasay 
Rd. Makati, near Don Bosco 
Church) features Filipino dish- 
es like sisig, Crispy Pata, Ki- 
lawing Tangigue, Inihaw na 
Liempo, Mango Freeze. New 
dishes include Pinalutong na 
Hito, Catfish Mango Salad, and 
Banana Q ala mode (tel. 


NEW MENU ITEM 


8152741 or 8157990). 


WESTGATE Alabang's Poquito 
Mas offers authentic flavors of 
Mexico. It has a Mexican buffet 
Fridays and Saturdays, 6-9:30 
p.m. Fora minimum of P199», 
enjoy your favorite Fajitas, Mex- 
ican Pasta, empanadas, que- 
sadilas, burritos and Poquito 
Mas’ version of the Mexican en- 
salada. The offer is good until 
Nov. 17. Free drinks for groups 
of five or more (tel. 7711334 or 
8503517 local 270). 


Kebab G has been added to Salt & Pepper's menu. It features 
Mediterranean dishes including appetizers like Hommos and 
Babaganoush served with wheat pita bread. On the Kebab G 
entrée list are Shish Beef Tenderloin, Herbed Chicken, Herbed 
Ground Beef, Herbed Ground Lamb, and Flavored Shrimp, grilled 


over charcoal. The Mix Kebabs. 
tenderloin and chicken. Kebab 


isa platter of ground beef, 
б also has tandoori shrimps and 


chicken, Salt & Pepper is at G/F Security Land Bldg, 6797 Ayala 
Ave. cor. VA Rufino St., Makati (8404848 or 8405656). 


ic intervention and vintage champagne 


From page Ci 
ferent years in his constant quest to keep 
‘Veuve Clicquot’s non-vintage offerings con- 
sistent. 

In case you didn’t know, Veuve Clicquot 
and the other wines and spirits Yvon repre- 
sents belong to the Louis Vuitton Moet 
Henessy (LVMH) group, the world’s biggest 
conglomerate of luxury products, which al- 
so includes various brands of fashion and 
leather goods, watches, perfumes and cos- 
metics. LVMH also operates the DFS and 
Sephora chain of stores worldwide. 

"A bottle of champagne can't be called 
such unless it was produced in Cham- 
pagne,” Yvon continued. “Otherwise, that 
person’ [who insists on calling it cham- 
pagne] is lying." 

Since the 18th century 

Yvon is referring to Champagne, a region 
150 km east of Paris, which is noted for pro- 
ducing some of the world’s best sparkling 
wines for hundreds of years now. Veuve 
Clicquot Ponsardin, for instance, has been 
around since the late 18th century. 

A man named Clicquot founded the 
house when champagne-making in France 


was still in its infancy. He later handed 
down the thriving business to his son, who 
however died young 

Rather than sell the estate, retire and live 
a life of luxury, his widow, Nicole, did the 
opposite. She bought more land, improved 
and expanded the business’ operations and 
began exporting sparkling wine abroad. 

From Clicquot, she renamed the wine- 
making estate Veuve (French for widow) 
Clicquot Ponsardin, the latter being her 
maiden name. For 61 years, until her death 
in 1866, Nicole led the house. 

“Asa result, she earned the title the Great 
Lady of Champagne,” said Yvon. “She has 
been a very emblematic founder for us. 
Since the company still carries her name, 
we've tried to remain true to her legacy of 
producing nothing but the finest." 

Unlike non-vintage varieties, where a 
great deal of mixing is involved to ensure 
consistency, vintage champagnes are good 
enough to stand on their own. 

“The makings of a vintage year depends 
оп a number of factors, mostly climactic 
ones,” said Yvon. “That's why vintage 
champagnes, like our 1999 and 2002 vin- 
tages, are made not by men, but by God.” 


from 2002, 1999 
proved tobe 
another vintage. 
year for Veuve 
Clicquot. 
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Convenient 
noodle meal 


PEOPLE WHO ARE ALWAYS ON THE GO 
are constantly on the lookout for food prod- 
ucts that can liberate them from the hassles 
oftheir daily routine. They need not look far 
for a solution to this problem. 

Lucky Me! Supreme, the brand which pi- 
oneered the no-cook instant noodle in the 
country, is easy to prepare and convenient- 
Jy packed, and can be eaten anytime, any- 
where. That's why it has remained among 
the top food choices of modern, busy ur- 
4 banites. 

The authentic taste of popular Filipino 
à dishes are transformed into no-cook Lucky 
Ме! Supreme noodles with the followi 


iv 
tie 
5 AN cl flavors: La Paz Batchoy, Bulalo, Chicken 


Й, Sotanghon, Pinoy Chicken, Special Beef, 
^ and most recently, Jjamppong (a Korean 
» S 
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AUSTRALIAN ROAST CALF FOR CHRISTMAS 
For tender, tasty beef to perk up your holiday parties, try young Australian roast calves 
(age 6-10 months), cooked on the spot at your Christmas venues. Available in medium, 
large, jumbo sizes, these roasts from Australia do not need to be injected with any 

flavoring to satisfy. Sauteed calves liver steak with onion is included. Sauces include rich 
steak gravy and Hawaiian (7267321, 7269329, 0921-6665925 or 0920-8434749). 


chili seafood noodle soup). 

All these Lucky Me! flavors are available 
at supermarkets and convenience stores 
nationwide. 


THE CONSUMER 


A Christmas 
wish 


By Linda B. Bolido 


1 JUST ARRIVED FROM A TRIP ABROAD 
and I was hoping to be pleasantly surprised 
by seeing metered taxis queuing in front of 
the arrival area of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport. 

But, to my disappointment, there was 
no such thing. I had to take the coupon 
taxi that charged P440 to bring me to 
Malate while a colleague paid P530 to be 
brought to his office in Port Area. 

I know Manila International Airport 
Authority general manger Alfonso G. Cusi 
said in a letter to this column in August 
that he was working to provide NAIA ar- 
rivals alternative transport by the third 
quarter of the year. 

Well it is now the third quarter of the 
year. In fact, we only have a little more 

į than a month to go before we say bye-bye 
to 2007 

Thope that before the Christmas rush is 
upon us, visitors would be able to have a 
choice between coupon or metered taxi 
service. 

Of course, we also continue to wish for 
a new, bigger, more modern airport. But 
Santa Claus is known only for his generos- 
ity, not his ability to perform miracles. 

Davao City's international airport al- 
ready puts NAIA to shame. Kuching in 
Sarawak, Malaysia, also considered 
provincial by many and often likened to 
Davao, has a modern, spacious airport al- 
though the traffic does not yet get as 
heavy as in the NAIA. 

The Kuala Lumpur International Air- 
port has twice been voted best airport. 
Both Hong Kong and Bangkok have new 
airports. 


On the other hand, what is supposed to 
be the Philippines’ new airport, NAIA 3, is 
fast becoming an old airport without re- 
ceiving a single flight. 

An airport gives foreign arrivals their 
first impression of a country. И we are se- 
rious about making tourism a major dol- 
lar earner we should make that first im- 
pression as good as we can make it. 


Feedback 

Reader Marco Ng, an accountant, is an- 
other unhappy bank client. 

It seems he had the same experience as 
Mila Alora, whose troubles with the auto- 
mated teller machines (ATM) were men- 
tioned in last week's column. 

Ng wrote he tried to withdraw money 
оп Oct. 31 from an ATM of the Security 
Bank and Trust Company. But when he 
saw the long queue, he went to the nearby 
Bank of the Philippine Islands ATM. 

He had the same problem that Alora 
had, he did not get the money he was try- 
ing to withdraw. “I also tried calling their 
service hotline (89-100) but to no avail. 
No one answered my four calls. I called at 
intervals of 15 minutes. May be the ser- 
vice people were sleeping or were not 
there,” Ng said. 

He suggested that BPI tried to look into 
its connectivity with the other banks, im- 
proving and/or updating both software 
and hardware. 

Ng said he was even more concerned 
about what would happen to clients if 
their cards were captured by BPI ATMs. 
How could they report such incidents if 
nobody answered the bank hotline? 

‘Meanwhile, Alora said Banco de Oro 
had acted promptly on her problem. Her 
account had been updated. The money 
that she was not able to withdraw had 
been restored to her account. 


Send letters to The Consumer, Lifestyle 
Section, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague Sts., 
Makati; or email lbolidoGinquirer. 
com.ph 


1 know 1 can still be anybody I 
want to be at 43. After being a 
basketball player: and 
businessman, now l'm dabbling 
in painting. Really, the only thing 
that will stop me from pursuing 
what ! want is my own body. 


And that's why | take HavitAll. 
It enhances normal cell 
regeneration - the body's 
natural ability to repair and 
restore itself. And it's a process 
that slows down with age. 
Havitall Multivitamins help keep 
my body functioning at optimum 
levels. So I'm ready to take on 
whatever challenge comes next. 


So, the next Jojo Lastimosa... 
c could be anybody. 


THE NEXT YOU snu 


MULTIVITAMINS & MINER 


ENHANCES NORMAL CELL REGENERATION 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUI 


LIFESTYLE 
`% New grill house in Ortigas 


‘TEXAS ROADHOUSE GRILL OPENS ITS 
second branch Nov. 12 at El Pueblo in Orti- 
gas. The 140-seater restaurant features a 
saloon-style facade and dark wood interi- 
ors. It has an extensive grill section and ће 
bar serves the restaurant's hand-shaken Sil- 
ver Star Margarita. 

‘Texas Roadhouse Grill, which opened its 
first branch in Bonifacio High Street this 
year, will be open daily 11 a.m.-12 mid- 
night Sunday-Thursday, and 11 a.m.-2 a.m. 
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Friday-Saturday. Call 6356715-16. 


WALTERMART ~ MAKATI 
CLASSROOM 1 


отл лга. Sa ton e600 - 100pm NEW CLASS COOKING 
[WITH CHEF ED by: Cel Ed Guinson Laon basc heren sg сатта ecpes 
rowel godtoatoases 


Елада архи Day Fus ten Onn Aro Nara страдаа usen 
Suc Paar doy Sperial Evening- Poma Саза) 


November 9(Fiay 00-50007 BROWNIES & BARS by: ny Sison “Chewy 
Mei Borin Сала Cako Bars mh Cra Cees og Lona Cheesecake баз. 
Bwni mn Corano Сане 6Butoscach Bars Pl 


November заа! Dam - 00pm NEW CLASS I JAPANESE GRILLED 
ЖОЕТ by Cna босына aie, Sumon кы Мур. 
буулап. Рин Отто, Адаш ol. тз Эни, у тшш. МІ 


‘pecan 
‘shee уди тани аен & modern кое POD 


нотык 12.19 nay Тані Одат - Hom NEW CLASSI CREATIVE 
COOKIES : WORKSHOP by May Santos, ете cata nte онт o Karan 
Katte io create cookies vaa oes га сету бта Pa atst you 
‘yout hon bale ond decorare сооло any оаза POL 


Noenter pina 0-505 SONETHNG FASHY by Care icri Recipes: 
‘loony Bake Saimon: Бул ardCom Choncr Fred Fen Ber ater wih Жк 
ue hepar Crop Пара wah Set Soy Sop esce ал йеп Fh 
[^ Pied 


evene толуб -100pm CHOCOLATE INDULGENCE by: Carle 
уол ин авт чы тена 


"оолу ees 00007-2009 SPECALTABLEANDHOME DECOR 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT by: Glenn RenereaFa at Согаурасв wach 
amersracrardisse warggrearaten Ка кол тота cas socer 
Prot non Polsce audens are mtg Lecture, Camarsratonand tanen. 
production, Bring a parc scissors. P3000 


NoertertShescafo 3081m ~<00pm CALFORNA STYLE PIZZA WORKSHOP 
any Sion "egere za Gred Lere Coven Paza. Mai Paza, Pree 
Ham Paza, Mahon Sussqe za and rp Раа PLI. 


КОКК 500- 1000p NEWCLASS SOUP 
ANO BREAD WORKSHOP by Heny Sison Loar wo make dear ла то soup 
төзер Pacan co ede coronas sip Ds dm og 
койго. Recipes: Base Зз - Octa. Рай, Vegeabio & Beo! Gnesen 
узот Meo Caan oem. Par шо. Ser 8 on 
Брала Ciam Chowder Breads: осол Cou, Bead Suc, ener Яо 
Ono Bend & Butera Весне, P3,000 


Novente {Рзд 00am -130pm BASIC CAKES & ICINGS FOR 
BEGINNERS b Hey Sison Gut Cako men Buter ong Мов Отава Саан 
asp ong Macha Cana wh No Mox Butir ag Lamon ron Cana win bo 
lengi Sponge Cae win Wippe Cream ong PLA 


бопты 16 [Fäy12-00 -500pm SPECIAL COURSE ON COOKIES by: Heny 
sow Cresc Сир Cooks sarn urtorr Paanu utes Coches Lemon Bare. 
Grossat Cupe, атала het Ста P100 


Novembar 1и - 1000 pm NEW CLASS! AUSTRIAN DESSERTS bf: 
Heny Sison Каза Scam (anna Pancana My Раана area) Ара 
гше min orem Pryto боду Ne Cae Sazturger ocn Sag Sn] 
ard Gage Coke 1.800 


Молю 19ка дал. -00рл, JAPANESE RICE TOPPINGS 
‘by: Cre Kole Kondo “Oyo aon Солета Egg or ice. буи ое Boe 
oon (Tenna Bond каш dn Poa Cut awh боо dr aces Chen 
Bon Ton Taco (Chchn Toya P1700 


app n биоло Зийа Сайла Mam PIJOD 
\молазуб00- 00pm NEW CLASS | PERSONAL CHEF 
Decoreren 


Novenbo 20 Tuesday 09-4200 m HEALTHY GOURMET -HOLIDAY TREATS 
AND BUFFET SPREADS bp JecquineM AlgpReepes: Choc Lar Messe. 
Canet Comc Soup, Рал Goupns van Das Bourn алев. Ronis и! ras 
acc Bot Poppes aa Canons, Vegsbe Cabo wn Arcnones Hcy Frae Sarad. 
‘Spok Pears m Red Vine, Margo Baan Cream. Reservation required PL 0 


Novembar 20 ымдау: 0- 10009m. MY FAVORITE CAKES by Heny Sison 
"Сотта Caka Barana Nut Сака Parcan - Насоро Саа, Розе Croco 
Оше Peas Waiu Tona ar Brazo da Mercados P1300 


Neventer 21Wesnesdny ода -400p m SOUFFLE BASICS by: Chef Viven 
утар ‘Cheese Sota Sched Siren Sa. Sprach Soul Coca созбо 
ara rang Soule. Pease revere занн betore PLASO 


Кот esi оол CHEWY CHNKY COOKIES by eny 


Choma Cp Codes Fae Имере. Dat Scr 
i it Cy бил Cte ‘Bazara Nu осада res а 
Bakers text Socaroodes. РІО 


ovr ar 084m HOLS CURA Wan 
ую ge Cam карп ao Gury spares a 

MU pt remige брус Feta nd 
Sanson ouiGon Fas 


HENYSISON 


CULINARY SCHOOL 


SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 


тову баку 00-1000ря САКЕ DECORATING 
COURSE tp em Ser Аайалазллулек йир par cad. Po 


Cora gs 
Kaas бал лл Эмель ray sass na pps t Pe mrs PLE 
Novenber М Sarda 00- 4 00pm NEW CLASS PANCAKES, CREPES end 


Noster Merny 30-5 30pm GULTFREE SWEET TEMPTATIONS by Chet 
‘han Cara sage (а Caro tor ге гоз gengs rosa ancy sees 
кюю be ш у cats. ecpes сом куо кез о Fase Yt 
Оаа Far нес Fates vada Саа Nye Bawra Dea Pag and 
FarteaCaralCata. Pe ma бю гон you on wig ра йш aries ee 
apong aopn rom saen PLSD 


Noventer2 Monday. 10000m CAFÈ DESSERTS: PART by: Hey Sison 
"incetrocsem Cro Contes Pecan Pe Bars Gooey Leren S. Prot aed Fred 
Pa, Эс Dua ong баазаас Sauce PLD 

оюлат Tusc 000p COFFEE SHOP SANDWICHES by Ce Vivan 
утар Fewer Pastam. Mental Sun Стал Pagara on Sar Don PS. 
анааан Vous wi armas on Pa PLA 

November 28 (есу 0 - 1000 pm. NEN CLASS | PIES AND TARTS 
WORKSHOP by Hany Sson "Langa Lime Ре Croccaeacadena Pe Алт 
Sonas CaamelAgp Ра Jenni een Тал ала Srawbery et PLA 


Куре онал -ибол NEW CLASS 1 GIFTS PROM THE 

эс Paty anion Ол easy уй тива уе Pang 
бшмд йерек ин Pae tures Секи ane 
artem ira gene Hated Cut oe aru Sana v Pas Bot Sac 
йж 


коес Freir 00- 1000p NEW CLASS! BASIC RESTAURANT KITCHEN 
LAYOUT AND DESIGN b Mar sinc! GOMECO METAL CORPORATION Leem 
тов зак Pa tor yo pec ram Pe baci боз © Ре ang ra ana ypa а 
pras P100 


poca Promo! 


5 intimat 
COOKING WITH CHEF ED QUIMSON 
Only P800 a day From 6 10 pm. 
November 8, 10 & 121014 
Thursday. Saturday & Monday Wednesday 
WALTERMART - MAKATI 
CLASSROOM ii 


Жошо 13ге Оа. -200pm NEWCLASS!PASTAWORKSHOP 
эү Cne! Caria igus “Tago wen Яз Booguse Haroraos Samos Para) 
cra Bas Sue аласа Ged чараа А бош hese aga ga 
шше Toman Coenen à Paso Crean Sn P2300 


Noerter (неш Шал -400pm CHARCUTERIE BASICS SAUSAGE. 


Вера we tete Spe and Bad Cab meh Sos, Seared ih wh Ham 
Bs из Cacoresa Broan Rose Yang Con Fd ice and Prat Pa. 
Reservas Requested Ра bring your own apron PASOS 


Novonbe 22-23 Tusscay. бара а m. £00 pm CAKE DECORATING 
COURSE by: Heny See "Laam Pa bases oi сва бесатр спр cor su. 
уе cos олсе va scap ides Pe сха lua pong conrad indes Each 
‘Sor nd bead casio a watia тону см. Fi pricpaton PEDO) 


Молио 24 Soazeani0 ат. e00 pm MEIRLOOM-1 RECIPES AND 
SURE CATERING DSHESEy Сом Sam 


а 
Ex Papue, Cre Sun Saimon mn еә i Bacon aa P2500 


(——— эр Chet Katerine 
олш г or Sor нек, ta emoe [ла ee Чери бета 
Эа буша San Cacao трлер aree Ar 
Reservation is requested ! P2,500 б 


Novenber 28 (Wedrasdayi1200 a. - 300 р т MEXICAN FAVORITES 
by Comes incra. Ener ene! бсо нут үз oan Pome, Mame 
(cass easy mate нора Po пима дес Mercan Sua mango Sasa. 
Chaan Encscas Bed ана Crasse rd Com Pata ara ee! Tacos. Fee 
acces Соат Foes Rebs пето Tadeorr ena Red Ren. 
‘Chis Con Quse Gemonaraton wit sace petegaton P1500 


Novoroe29,Turscoi0003 -¢0Opm NEW CLASS | JAPANESE 
HEALTHY FOOD by Che! Koichi Kendo "бол. Haramai Nana Натта. 
‘Spey Sion Seay loa ta Sue Неле tape (бурлат. Hosanna 
‘mage Ro Herons Bun Karon Gyo You P2000 


Noweter30(Fadoy2tiam.-120pm. CHRISTMAS GIVE AWAY 1 
(Features dencious and easy а make Bars and Cowes) by. Che Vik! 
Мдааа o жезге ev baung bon Recipes: Te Bes Crs Coa, 


eerte 30 doy) 30-50 pm CHRISTMAS GIVE AWAY y. Chl Vieki 
Залата Oscov hos eat 1 сана фаз o tease та asie ыў. Enoy те 
Bao apsard isare Da ABC soi Beg.“ My Вен ww Paie. Egg Cavar, 
Элес Tapa Sors Bomen лаага Sae Beck A ме Sesame боуп. 
Gate Sacs Meta Toss: S Graver Роза Garters Bosted Toyo w Capers 
кйңотәлов Mera: Kesong Poa w ots Ord Pasa Pal ta Vct 


Crete Reseretion is requestes PL 800 


Register & її up the Alumni forms in cur Quezon Cily ог 
Makati Office! 
Contact ilta or Jenny ate. nos. 726-5316 or 412-7792 
ог Makati Осе ми Glenz at tel. nos. at 386-22-10 1o 11 


aa Speo bars Po PA. 


Noveno 10 (биетү am. 
CHSSTMAS COOKIES FOR THE HOME AND GNE AWAY aura Sweetened 
gen Honey. concor Senes. асален. Aleja "ал Cane Coon 
Pig Орон озна Saria Пилот бре Sap Oats. Vana Butet 
Cascos блек ов Bans: бори Pers and Lemon Pons P1,750 


оло» 10 (Sahay) 00- £009 m lasso A) NEW CLASS I HEALTHY 


окопов r3 Tues 00 £209m (dassoomA) NEW CLASS! HEALTHY 
‘GOURMET - SOUTH BEACH DET HOLDAT DISHES AND BUFFET SPREADS. 
дастае Aleje. Happy hotas ana pares вош weight рва Recipe: 
[Mea in ш wan igo nas Че Gron irass Слое 
Vegasta Scis Pump Soup FG oi Lapo Lapu oc Maye Maya wh Cas 

Roas: Зей men The Pease Олим. Spends eeleren ааста Siawtory 
er Crcuse Roa басыл, Cas anes Reset eed 


Nowtor1Wesostn/i0 00a m - £00 pm Sassoon ANEW CLASS DUCK 
[UNLIMITED by: Cra Katherine Sun Маме yow ve ores эл елаз! 

паст seat” byeaag ow a caa Geis Peng uc тте, 
неш oct пери ыз ede youn PPE эй gre база gl s 
Chesmes Рош bck затоа зара 303p. Duck МЕШ weh тысе wap Cr 
Bosse w Marsares wa, Zonas Seco Da Fons Duot Салса ye Sad 


Gold 


DAMY ња Cream 


aie 


тетла. Minor, Yakimono, Cilicia Mall Cd Sca, Hoods wih Nori, 
‘Stover Dryigs wih Brown Sauce. РІЛ. 


Novant Sate 00a m - 490p soon DIFFERENT CHOCOLATE. 
CARES Ce ncn Ang Po ele Fre Caia Poon ea 
Thana ala болеа Geman Coc Caha and Warn Chose Sale 


золата Tio m - & 00pm cream B) QUICK CLASSIC CAFE 
FOOD y. Coe Som de Leaz tato your coma by lamng ew o maie na 
osisdeci осел cue. Masa yov cok and pata фи, me Рай 
gerino marga eee set ce: ele oy ден ipo. 
‘eneren Sony Ses. Horarese Сом Ace. Fah Fae min Tan 
‘Sis pow. Т берин лу odora sena 
Thousand island, Coesar, Aslan end tuts. PESO 


Молете 19 Мота Oa - 1:00pm (балоо A) CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
RECIPES b Hany Sison “Do rca, Whe Foto. o Torto, Rum- 
Ren Wains Cneorane, esto Coe bar Pro Sa 1300, 


оюлы йде! 30-500 prm aso) CHRISTMAS BARS & COOKIES 
Dy. feny Sison" Гос or Fe Gode, Cammo Ву. Osea зов Cokes Maranon 
бо Roret Bar and Macaca Coooos P 


могыо 19 озу одат -&T0pmlciassoom B) YOGHURTTT YOURSELF, 
y Cel caro Etage Learn owe make yogur ard oven vso tm oderit 
istos apices sous зз pasias ard evan casar. Recipes include: 
Corot Paso Yogi Soup Arpaia Saad win ogufand cabo Pasia win 
Tagpo Cream sauen anc Non ок pur Creo c PLAY 


November 20 Тозе t000 am ~ -0p m (dasuoom A) SWEET BUT SUGAR 
FREE CAES tby Cret жоне go’ Сарате ame Олен 

"hiner Sarena vonda Pras, Croce s Mouse Coke, Fudge 
[et 


‘ene 20 Пак заля 30000 dasson B NEN CLASSI CHAISTHAS 
СИЕ AWAY 3LOAFS, UGK BREAD AND PEE by Chat Vik алина Bos 
Bite Сва Coral aser Cae Barara ba Mati Cds Buttery 
Mates Canoe Pa and Aum Cate. Р2500 


Novo гнезда 1200 roonéclassuom A) NEW CLASSI MAMON 
E (ДИЕ en Sten Сааба zs enn баета 


Жоел 21 (Нечен! 0а m -500pm dasscon AJ NEW CLASS! ROLLS 
‘GALORE: Heny Sison "Uba Rcl, Mocha Rol. Croma da Fal Масла 
Bold Coss Rot P1,200 


Noster tenenda 00-4 0p m [com BJ NEW CLASS IMENU FOR 
EXTERTANING oy: Ce Veki Vile Cow Rossi Pon mn Sasaqoard 
Qresra utn ve Gan, Tideo Pata ve lan estas Soia Poronina. 
Selten, Cavar and Cheeso Pre a70 Vi Dalo anc Pudang P2930 


Novembar 22 Tracey) 0a m - 12 09 noonciassroorn AI DELI INA BOTTLE 
(Rete Bote Up2 ibr: Chef Juan Cario Estagle A olomupcovsa on ia Boite 
Саз Here wa wi eam how o mae e ase Duong п Olne OI, Fe Roo 
Кї ле Tenors, Poveda Salsa гл Trapa, Bang Бале; п Toralo 
аса Speca Bagoong оп sal anda sect Chocoiste ода P1,500 


отво 2 Тузду f-500p m (sso A PRESERVING THE HARVEST 
by Chet Cario Estagi" Shales репо ower, din reserved 
ыз зла песа 7 That snp Ошу sums up Pa rewards саллар ad 
репор Weis зправа we can enjoy hose seasonal nats any medi a 
TES тту couse нез тө ira r o! ag and ang Caros Dango Aina. 
бизе Gass Lemons. Conced Press Ауре Сез. a Jey P400 


Мохе 22 Тау 0 00a m -4'00 p mucassrcon B) NTRODUCTION TO 
JAPANESE COOKING by Chal Kale Kondo "Sc, Sashm.Suak, Мо 
‘Sup Tempura Toma. Udon Noes n Cy Pot Cask Tenya А Japanese 
Fade PL 


оюлы ттн! бал. -4 00pm lasso ANEW CLASS JAPANESE 
MAN DISHES by Chef Kolei Kondo "биа Tanyai; LaprLapu mre, Eu 
Ee odot a eS Eo Botea Ser Tor karag wes 


Нот 23 (Ртзүйд 0 om. 2:00 p.m asroom B) LETS BOTTLE UP 1 
by: Chet Juan Car каде Puting plod rue упт ва docedy ot 
inaran aurs Ye neraino ror soon низу нотага онтоо 
праана nine сода. you гат дик you need io row oboe 
Ar presara оос ейел say байда anco cosa тї ictu resus 
Tro оисоте воле 1o pe armor js hied man Dasncon Матта в. Gage 
Mamaia. Bacalao apro, Тана Sarna, Toyo Раа Баа, Tomato Pata 
‘Seen, ard oven pcd onors an quat eges P1300 


November 24 (бшу 99 a m. - 90 pmicasson AIBAKING | 
y emy sen Saper ea rau Coe rg А Forge ong, 
Ren ren Pa Maps Сло ama Cam Ptah 
eo SunesencnBarse шин PISO 


олык 2 Sato 0am «рл (con NEN CLASS JAPANESE 
NOODLES by: Che Koichi Kondo “Shou Ramen, Cashu Ramon, Crangon 
Raman. Yugon. Uon Cat, uoan Hot, Yékcha Sona Hol, Спа PONO 


ovens 28- sony Frans Dam. 1200 noonitassroom A) GUMPASTE 
FLOWER MAKING by:Heny Sison “A niguo morot o тап gum pasiouseg 
oss Camaron. 


Oyaa Laat UEan ON R Uaa DN a OD a Auat дог бе 
Bomers ana waren memi mo aboutt Ful parepatan 7300 


verbo 2 oon - Fnday)100- 5 0pm ssconA) ADVANCED CAKE 
DECORATION by: Hemy Sison "Тиз cours covers balong пазе covenng 
Тї татаал me wen eed dit. Loon Sod Arean aa Алар ал rho 
ресс БАЙ Teren aenor Ede Ua arg 

ой оду Prerequisite: MASTER ÎN CAKE DECORATION. Fal participation- 


Noventer26-SOoncay- игү 0а m - 40р m [asm AI LAMBETH 
Соно COURSE тавзе Cie ecg Heny Son Ta 
osse covets teens over bordes on royal ong ands loan covered 
‘ates Soon: decode сие vnd combvoton d orepagbores ad toy 
"ves Mas Course arr arco Cx Deren Course nio 
tous. Ful Participation. P1000. 


Novenber 280Mensayi0 00 a.m. - 200 pm (classroom 8) NEW CLASS 1 
(CHOCOLATE NOULGENCEN by: Carrie did More terta choro onsons 
боюуу gats бл шун ane reo фагы Vet шпон 
Сода. Foros Соли бше. Tare Tora б озине Ромы Сикош 
торе Ва ana Cocco Font P65 


Noverber27Tuesday 00a m. - 300pm asscon B) CHINESE CHRISTMAS 
FEAST by: Chet Кайта Sion “Beggar s Creten. Chaso Sucking Pg Fred 
(Crab wan ыш ard pepper Месе Mest Leuca, тр аза, Doy РО 


Novamb Жөө дал, -490pm classroom BNEW CLASS I SHABU- 
Gereyorcizaresnmargesaet 


TUITION FEE Includes ingredients. Reservation is required 


Pags өшү or ou TESDA Card Een Coding Series 
OS rd Er Enting Рану Sonos NON) fre 


FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT OUR CLASSES, 
RESERVATIONS & INQUIRIES 
Wit or cal us ас 
39 Bonnie Serano Avenuo (отеу Sanian Road) 
гапе, Quezon Ci 
Teleghono #: 726-5016 | 412-7782 | 4192428 to 28 


В, WALTERMART MAKATI BRANCH 
эһ Floor Мапоттап, Pasong Tamo cor Pasay Road 
alat ay 
Telepono #: 300221000 1 or 0917-9486402 
ico for Glem or israel 
Ете hanysion @pacilc na oh 
‘Website: vac henysison.com 


WEDDING & BIRTHDAY CAKE orders by appointment only. 
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Text by Linda B. Bolido 
Photos by Ryan Lim. 


F FAMILY MAKES A HOME, 

The Old Spaghetti House 

should rightfully be called Old 
Spaghetti Home. 

Not only is the restaurant that debuted 
four years ago on Katipunan Avenue in 
Quezon City owned by husband and wife 
Albertito "Chito" and Melissa "Lizzie" 
Guerrero but the menu is anchored by 
recipes that his and her families have en- 
јоуей for years. 

Several titas’ and one lola's reinven- 
tions of the spaghetti are among the sig- 
nature dishes of the restaurant. 

Eggplant Parmigiana and Fried 
Spaghetti Cake were contributed by 
Lizzie's Tita Nenette (Dintemann). Chick- 
en Piccata with Garlic Spaghetti, Aglio 
Olio with Anchovy and Capers, Baked 
Mussels with garlic and cheese and Car- 
bonara came from Lizzies Lola Edith 
Perez. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Anchored on family 
recipes, the Old 
Spaghetti House might 
as well call itself Old 
Spaghetti Home 


The couples Tita Ev (Evelyn Reyes) 
contributed the Vietnamese Garlic 
Spaghetti while the Oriental Spaghetti 
came from Tita Wewi (Wewi Panlilio). 

Chito's mom, Annie Pascual Guerrero, 
founder and president of the Cravings 
group of restaurants and Center for Culi- 
nary Art (CCA), contributed her own 
‘American Baked Spareribs and Parmesan 
Crusted Fish Fillet. 

‘Though Chito may have cooking in his 
genes, itis actually Lizzie who is in charge of 
the restaurants kitchen. But then, having 


been graduated from the CCA, she has im- 
bibed the Guerrero culinary tradition. 

Chito said, although they had decided 
to specialize on pasta when they opened 
their first outlet on Katipunan, they 
wanted a restaurant that would appeal to 
the students with their limited buying ca- 
pacity. 

Calling the place an Italian restaurant 
would have given it "airs" so they opted to 
focus on spaghetti, which had become a 
popular fast-food fare. 

‘Armed with the recipes from relatives 
and Lizzie's own concoctions, they fixed 
up what used to be called Full House, bor- 
rowing pieces from his father’s extensive 
antique collection. 

The menu is changed regularly and 
they are hoping to include soon favorite 
recipes of celebrities. They have already 
gotten tentative agreement from Iza 
Calzado, Chot Reyes, Ces Drilon and Gary 
Valenciano. 

Another project in the works is to en- 
courage their patrons to share their own 


номера 


Introduced іп 1951. 

Like Rock and Roll, 
Cream Corn Starch 
is still a big favorite. 


sn mse GM, 


FLOUR 


CENTS RIT ITI 


OPENING ON 
NOV. 9, 2007! 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


KARAPATAN Ko 
ANG MABIGYAN 


YONG NAGBIGAY 
NG ANG 
WALANG 
KARAFA TANS 


BABY BLUES 


KA LANG! 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


ANG IBIG MONG 
IN) E NGANOM. 
сла SON 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ZOG, WHERE Do THERE 


COMED TUNEOF CY т VANUS BND 
TDONT PECDENIZE” | TVE PANTS BELONG 


ТАМА THE SHIRT 
® ERIAS, 


'WELLATLRSTNCURE NoPE TMEVE Yours, 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO LOVEKNOTS 


[Семе on, Come оң, 


"| WeBo4! Row Do І. 
| Become А MASHER 
SouL SEARCHER? 


В FiRSt,MoU STAND StiLL 
AND Mepitate. THEN 


AND See... 


[-.4ou'Re Net MeDitAtiNG! 
Hew CAN You Ве A SouL 

LeARN to Look INWARD | SeARCHeR iF You'Re Not 
Mepitatine? 


>) [АА HINDI BA MARIE KA SA 
X Just ReMeMBeReD. Я ^ 
X pon't Like SSUES 


CHALLENGING 009 KWAKAISAP) 
Ko PA NGA, E^" 


MD, LANTA Nh PIRANG )\ KANG Мете 
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ACROSS 
1 Dog of a movie. 


5 Sharing 
noun 


9 Like Pisa's 
tower 


14 Inventory 


15 Shortest 
distance fler? 


16 Stair step part 
17 Banned 


orchard spray 
18 Bandleader 


Puente 
19 Reeves of "The 


Matrix" 


20 Layers 
22 Miey of the 


‘comics 
24 Calendar units 


25 Start of Don 
Addis quip. 


28 City north of. 


зт Broke bread 


32 Hydrox rival 
33 Kind of acid 


By Alan Р. Olschwang 


ans Huntington Beach, CA 


holding grp. 
39 Part 2 of quip 
43 Bom as 


6 Tells canton 


44 Breck rival 7 Миура 


45 Yemen's whirier 


capital 


46 Gam 9 Place of refuge 


47 Type of general 10 Color fabric, 


па] 
А 
8 Hawk's attack x 
E 
L 


50 End of quip. *B0s-style 


55 Goofs 
56 HST's 


11 Scientist 
Newton 


‘successor 12 Singer Lotte 


57 Racket sport 13 Reliance 


61 Poker move 21 Titleist 


63 Bard grad, e.g. ^ supporter 


85 Comic Imogene 23 Preferred 


66 Major's strategy 


successor 


26 Answering 
67 lota 


machine button 


68 Organic 21 Tiny power unit 


‘compound 

69 Fireplace 
‘accumulation 

70 Ensnare 

71 Transmitted 


28 Colorful mount 

29 Sea eagle 

30 Frankie Avalon 
hi." Dina 

34 Coniic Brooks. 

35 Domed dweling 

36 Pre-univ. exam 

37 Actress Louise 

38 At a great 
distance 

40 Tel. button: 
abbr. 


41 Goaded 

42 Pis 

48 Movie dog. 

NW 

= buena 

51 Dental exams? 

52 Batnsheba's 
husband 


DOWN 
1 Woe is mel 
2 River deposit 
3 Romanov titie 
4 Haphazardly 
5 Scale range 


53 Ansel or 
Samuel 

54 Honeydew, e.g. 

58 Nary a one 

59 PC Image 

60 __of the earth 

62 Sounds of 
hesitation 

64 Actress Hagen 


HOROSCOPE 


YOU BORN TODAY: No matter how flippant you might appear. you're a 
serious person. You take things deeply. You Ше to explore the human 
condition. You have excelent money savvy, and you approach Ме with a 
Practical, realistic point of view. Success matters to you. (You have your 
‘own definition of success.) Inthe year ahead, partnerships and relation- 
ships wil be unusual important. 


Birthdate of: Parker Posey, actress; Bonnie Raitt, singec/songwriter: 
usualy frank today. 


Ricks Lee Jones, singerlsongurier. 
You're not afraid to 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is an 
зау what's on your mind. Just re- 
member, because others feel the 


excellent day for ser- 
ous discussions with 

Same way, you might be shocked 
by what you hear! 


partners and close 
friends. Together you wil deve 
‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
No. 21): This is a 


deeply into whatever you e talking 
wonderful day to re- 


about. Furthermore, solutions are 
reat day to make im- 
search anything. Your 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22): Discussions 
with others are un- 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20}: This is a 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Discus- 
sions wih parents 
and bosses are mutu- 
aly Momnaing to- 

day. You al see new ways of look- 

ing at the future—in particuiar, 
new ways of using whatever is at 
hand, 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Go forward 
wah travel plans or 
plans related to educa- 
tion or training. Your 

ability to chart your new direction 

is excellent today. You know where 
you're going! 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20}: This can 
bea productive day if 
you're working with 
Dils, taxes and shared 
property and dealing with the re- 
Sponsibilites you have to others 
You want to cean things up! 


possibie 
© provements at work. 

Atemativoly. some of  abty to get to the bottom of 
you might want to make improve- — things or see new solutions to old 
ments to your health, your diet or — problems is excellent. 

Les sam SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

GEMINI (May 21 to 22 to Dec. 21): Dis- 

June 20j Some of cussions with friends. 

you wil be engaged Өф are very frank today. 

in important discus- ‘Someone might really 

sions with chidren confide in you. Alternatively, per- 
‘and young people. You have а de- haps you're the one who needs to 
sire to enlighten them. Others confide in someone else. Either 
might see пен, creative, artistic way, these are juicy conversa- 
applications for things. tions! 

CANCER (June 21 to 

July 22}: This is à 

Qood day to tace 

home repalrs—espe- 
cially related to plumbing, bath- 

Tooms and laundry areas. Get rid 
ot junk and garbaget 

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): You're unusually 

persuasive today. In 

рап, this is because 

you easily see the 
bottom line. ifs as if you have 
X-ray vision today. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 

Sept. 22): You'l see 

NH ether new ways of 

earning money or 

new ways of spend- 
ing it today. You certainly can see 
new uses for something you might 
already own. 


By Dave Green 


Difficulty Level X 


HOW TO PLAY 
SUDOKU 


Fill the grid so that every. 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoki.com 


Answer to previous puzzie 
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NS&F cooks ^ 4 


E 


IT IS THE SERIOUS CATERER'S ANSWER 
to the perennial problem of small kitchens 
in venues or nonexistent cooking facilities 
outside the Metro Manila. 

Kitchen on Wheels, which cost over 
P2 million to build and is today the country's 
first mobile kitchen, has the capacity to pre- 
pare а full-course meal for 500. This means 
no reheated food, lesser chance of spoilage 
ог food poisoning, and meals that are fresh 
and hot. 

Salvador Abesamis, president of VS&F 
Classic Food International, says the 
24-wheeler customized truck is a dream 
come true for him. 

A caterer's version of a TV networks 
broadcast van, the truck is equipped with 
H refrigerators, high-flame ovens, prep tables 

E Р and oversized rice cookers. These kitchen 
aia E appliances, and a 17-KVA power generator, 

are screwed to the Kitchen on Wheels’ floor 

and stainless walls for safety. The truck 
opens on one side to show the chefs as 
they're prepping and cooking. This opening 


OWNER Salvador Abesamis, right, has the water tank and 17-KVA 
power generator blessed. 


COOKING CLASSES 


Fondue and more 
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THE 24-wheeler customized truck 


also serves as the truck's exhaust. 

Kitchen on Wheels travels with an en- 
tourage consisting of one truck for tables, 
chairs and lines; a refrigerated van for fresh 
stocks and a truck for servers and other per- 
sonnel. 

VS&F has actually already received re- 
quests for Kitchen on Wheels to be dis- 
played prominently in the catering venues 
so guests can watch the chefs cooking. 

Abesamis says the company expects a 
30-percent growth in the business as a re- 
sult of Kitchen on Wheels. Already, he is 
planning to buy a second one soon to ac- 
commodate his clients. 

VS&F is the first caterer in the Philip- 
pines to have a customized truck for cook- 
ing, just as it was first to have its own events 
venue. 

The Grand Terrace along Common- 
wealth Avenue, QC, has four air-condi- 
tioned venues that can accommodate 800 
guests at one time. Venus Garden can ac- 
commodate 300 guests, Lotus Garden 100 


E-mail: vsfclassiceyahoo.com e www.vsfcatering.com 


FAX: 937-4980 Cet 0917-8516633 


Kitchen on the go serves caterers well 


and the main pavilion, which can be divid- 
ed into two, about 400 people. 

VS&F has come a long way from selling 
food to office employees some 20 years 
ago. The business started when one of the 
Abesamis’ regular clients, a clothing store 
manager, requested that the couple take 
care of the catering for her 7-year-old 
child's birthday party for 30 people. 

"We spent P15,000 to buy five chafing 
dishes. We rented plates, tables, linens and 
even the cutlery. We hired waiters. We did 
the cooking. My husband drove. It was a 
very simple operation that we did not real- 
ize would grow into this,” says Abesamis’ 
wife, Josephine. 

The secret to the company's success? 

"We like to come up with something new 
so our customers don't get tired of us,” 
says Josephine. “The taste of the food must : 
be consistent. I personally make sure that 
the food does not fall below the high stan-" 
dards that we set for ourselves,” Salvadot 
adds. 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL 
of Culinary Arts offers the fol- 
Towing classes: 

Nov. 9—My Pinoy Cuisine 
07—all new!—Bulalo, Lengue 
Estofada with Minatamis Na Sa- 
ba, Binagoongan Baboy Sa Gata 
with Stewed Tomato Sauce, 
Perfect Lechon Kawali with 
Guinataang Kamias and Mang- 
gang Hilaw Sauce, Tanglad In- 
fused Lechong Manok with Liv- 
er Sauce, Inihaw Na Talong Sa 
Gata, Chicharon Rice. Sans Ri- 
val Crisps 

Nov. 10—Fondue—Special 
Class: Learn the Art of Fondue, 
all new!—Cheese Fondue, two 
kinds, Beef Fondue 
Bourgignonne with Flavored 
Oils and All New Sauces (six 
sinfully yummy kinds); Seafood 
Fondue (four sauces), Oriental 
Inspired Fondue with Oriental 
Sauces (six kinds). Served With 
Flavored Rice, Pasta, Potatoes 
and Salad. Chocolate Fondue 

Nov. 12—Divine Soups & 
Sandwiches 07—All 
Newi—Soups: Divine Seafood 
Chowder wih Herb Butter 
Toasted Sourdough, Super 
Yummy Minestrone. Grilled 
Ham and Brie with Fruit Com- 
pote, Grilled Cheese Steak 
Sandwiches with Caramelized 
Onions, Egg and Seafood Salad 
‘Sandwich, Best Ever Roast Beef 

-Sandwich With Condiments, 
Smoked Salmon Sandwich. 

2 Call 9289296 or 9273008. 

Join Maya Kitchen for some 
traditional sweet holiday treats 

-in “Pastillas Atbp,” Nov. 10, 
9 am-1 pm—Pastillas de 
Leche, Ube, Langka, Macapuno, 
Yema and Cookies and Cream 

;Polvoron. 

Enjoy the taste of Filipiniana 
with "Kakanin," Nov. 10, 9 a.m.- 


1 p.m.—Cassava Cake, Pichi 
Pichi, Cuchinta, Maja Nangka, 
Putong Puti,  Bibingkang 
Malagkit, Homemade Salabat 
and commercial Bibingka as a 
bonus. 

Rediscover the art of making 
delicious bread from the best in- 
gredients in “Fundamentals of 
Bakery Production,” Nov. 13- 
17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Class covers 
standard baking techniques ap- 
plicable to baking application 
onthe use of ready mixes, yeast, 
bread, quick breads, pies, cook- 
ies and cakes, plus theory prac- 
tice for commercial scale pro- 
ductions. 

Prepare different feasts in 
“Holiday Steaks and Roasts Ga- 
lore (by popular demand),” 
Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-1 р.т.— Beef 
Tournados with Mustard Sauce, 
Crispy Salmon with Siciliana 
Sauce, Pan Roasted Rosemary 
Chicken with Basil Mashed 
Potatoes, Pan Jus, Roasted Pork 
with Applesauce and Rice Pilaf 
and Osso Bucco; preparation of 
basic steak sauce, marinades for 
roast beef and proper tech- 
niques of grilling are also in- 
cluded. 

Fresh ideas for cooking are in 
“Basic Culinary” Nov. 20-23, 
9a.m.-2p.m.— Proper hygiene. 
and safety; nutrition and nutri- 
tional cooking; use of herbs and 
spices combinations, proper 
purchasing, storage, techniques 
of disjointing and boning poul- 
try filleting fish and meat fabri- 
cation. Actual preparation of 
dishes from appetizer all the 
way to dessert including gar- 
nishing for plate presentation is 
also included. Enrollees get a 
free cookbook 

Call 921185 or 8925011 loc 
108. 


NESTLÉ ICE CREAM BRAZO 
de Mercedez, a luscious new 
flavor, is inspired by the fa- 
vorite Filipino cake dessert. It 
is made with swirls of cream 
and custard ice cream, mixed 


toffee bits. Endorsed by 
megastar Sharon Cuneta, the 
Nestlé Ice Cream Brazo de 
Mercedez is now available in 
groceries and supermarkets 
nationwide, 


with ripples of caramel and | 


New ice cream flavor 


а. ny p t 


i à du ак 
SA'YO SA WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD! 


Get freebies and discounts, pag present pa lang 
atkada transaction sa Western Union Gold Card. 


ҮА 


May 2 ways to get more gifts from your Western Union Gold Сага! 
1. With every transaction using your Western Union Gold Card get coupons that entitle you to gifts and discounts. 


ee сс 


Xtreme Pr 500 discount on any Xtreme Magic Sing main mc 
Rogie Sing | Ukin any penicipeungstveme Моде Sing senor outers. | | Goldilocks | -Froo 1 pe. Sendwich arona 400 g. tor a minimum single 
PhP 300 discount on any Xtreme Magic Sing dust mic unit receipt worth P350.00 
in any participating тете Magic Sing desler outers 
а Chowking | Гароса Holtny Saio Sat” fora persons for Wostorn 
<р 300 discount on any Xtremo Magie Sing song chip Union бош cardholders [totai savings of P30.00) 
| Kany parsetpetng xtreme Magi Sing coaie cutie 
-Froo Xtreme Magie Sing Fair for every purchase of m 
Xtreme Magic Sing main mic and song chip/duet mic (in = еч аатор 
Бертие узәсөп te 
Kodak үтөөБ aR Kodok Dg Pinta for every 25 AR Kodak Dl 
Frnt огей i any pertcpating Kodas Express sore. 10% discount on өй regular priced Слава, Нова, Redo 
Free one Kodek Picture Kou print for very 0 AR Kodak | subbiegum and Egeesne products avellodin any partió 
Piere Kosu prain any paricpating Kodar Expressetores. | | Boutique | Patina The Look boutiques 
= PhP БО OFF for every purchase of Kodak Ultra Compact 
Fan OR water 6 Sport Single Use Camara in any 
раирана Kodak Express stores 
Tol decoura on cash purchase of Kodak sea Veron 
Zaara ara erento con Veto Camaras 
(тте Mabuhay [20% Discount on Hotel Accommodations on cash or 
Manor ota | erect card (posod on published rates) Promo duration is from October 1 to December 31, 2007, 
a emg aiian AVAILABLE IN SELECTED PARTICIPATING AGENT LOCATIONS 
э Sutukt end isla в Reetnurent ooanone 
10% Discount on Banaue: Packages Peronin Permits 48 soro: 


| 20% Discount on use of Swimming Poo! 


2. Just present your Western Union Gold Card and get gifts and discounts 


аа 
David's Salon | 18% Discount on facial and hair services Goldiocks | 5% discount on gre 
SS Se 
frei 
| $5 discount for every DHL transaction (except 
Кузгу сс 
25 | 


Promo duration ia from January 1 to December 31, 2007. 


ing cakes 


lipstick #6 дот. for a 
ө of P125.00 


DHL 


Call 888-1200 
for more details 


FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER. Apply now, libre*tol 3 
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Express yourself in chocolate 


1 CHANCED UPON CHOCOPIX PER- 
sonalized Confectionery store last 
week. I saw the sign and had to take a 
peek. 

I was surprised to find four young 
entrepreneurs working on so many in- 
teresting ways to present choco- 
late—as greeting cards, portraits, CDs, 
chocolate coins ... 

Chocolography, as the technology is 
called, was developed by the US-based 
Chocolate Printing Company. It is the 
latest technology used to "reproduce 
pictures, images, logos and messages 
right on the surface of delicious choco- 
late, hard candy and cookies.” 

Christine Anne Cox and her family 
brought the business to Manila. They 
are proud to say they use no less than 
“FDA edible food coloring, the choco- 
lates they use are imported from the 
Bloomer Company in the US while their 
truffles are imported from Belgium.” 

Nifty? I believe so! As their motto 
goes, ^A treat for the eyes, a treat for 
the tummy, we turn your pictures into 
something yummy!” 

Chocopix is at Unit 101 Eastside 
Condominium, 77 Malakas St., Baran- 
gay Pinyahan, Quezon City. Call 
9205911. 


Whole-grain bread 

Ihave been doing a lot of research 
on healthy weight-loss eating. 

‘According to Dr. Mehmet Oz, peo- 
ple should eat only whole-grain 
bread—anything else would just be 
sugar in disguise. 

‘Would you know where I can buy 
100-percent whole-grain bread? Or, 
better yet, would you have a recipe 
for this? 

Joanne Zapanta-Andrada 


favorite family recipes. 


Baked Mussels with Garlic 


400 g mussels, blanched (24 medium- 


size pc) 
6 tbsp butter, softened 
1 tbsp garlic, peeled and minced 
2 tbsp Knorr seasoning 
Va c pizza cheese, grated 
6 g parsley, finely chopped 


Mix butter, garlic, Knorr seasoning and 
pizza cheese in a mixing bowl. Top with 


the butter-cheese mixture. 
Bake for3-5 minutes. 


Serve with a thin slice of lemon and 


sprinkle with parsley. 


Carbonara 
2 thsp mixed ой 
1 tbsp garlic, peeled and minced 
80 g raw bacon bits and ends 
2 tsp Don Garcia red wine 
¥ pc beef cube 
V, tsp iodized salt 
XA tsp pepper, white ground 
1cwhite sauce 
260 g spaghetti pasta 
1pceggyolk 
Ya tsp parsley finely chopped 


ete S, 


CHICKEN Piccata with Garlic Spaghetti 


Sugar? Why, what's wrong with sug- 
ar? I love sugar, in disguise or not! Ha- 
haha! 

Joanne, of all the things to ask me, 
why healthy bread? All І have on my 
list, it seems, are the kinds laden with 
butter, eggs and sugar! 

Why not cake? I just discovered the 
most sarap Engafia de Bobo, again by 
Judah Liu (tel. 8966872). Brings back 
memories of my childhood although 
this one is way better! 

Nonetheless, for you I found some- 
опе who is about to have it available 
commercially in two weeks, the King of 
Bread, John Lou Koa of French Baker 
and LArtizan. 

His 100-percent whole-grain bread 
is a combination of 90-percent whole 
wheat and 10-percent rye flour. It has 
flax seeds, sesame, sunflower and oat 
flakes for more fiber, and is made with 
levain or liquid sourdough for flavor. 

Expect itin all his outlets. 

‘About the recipe, will try to source 
one, soonest. 


Help needed 

1 love to cook but sometimes the 
food I cook does not turn out right. 
Like leche flan, 1 cook it for one hour 
ina steamer but it does not come out 
firm. It sags and appears soggy. 

Can you please teach me the right 
way to cook it? Iam so disappointed 
when my few customers are not sat- 
isfied with their purchase. 

I used to sell this to my friends. I 
want to make even just a little mon- 
ey while staying at home. 

Can you please share with me a 
recipe for fruitcake, simple but yum- 
my and profitable for Christmas. 

Gerry Jr. Vigilia 


Va tsp parmesan cheese 
2 pc garlic bread, toasted 
Blanch the pasta. 


then cook for about one minute. 


ish with fresh egg yolk. 


360 g (cooked weight) spaghetti pasta, 


Heat mixed oil in a pan and saute gar- 
lic. Add bacon bits and ends and red wine, 


Add beef cubes, saltand pepper. 
Toss the pasta. Add white sauce and fin- 


Sprinkle parmesan and top with pars- 
ley Serve with a slice of garlic bread. 


Since the food business has become. 
terribly competitive, even for home- 
based entrepreneurs, the best way to 
compete is to come up with new and 
exciting products. 

This fruitcake cookie recipe is one of 
those exciting twists on a classic. It is 
also far cheaper and easier to make 
than the regular fruitcake. 

About your leche flan, it must be 
your proportions that are all wrong or 
perhaps itis your method of steaming. 
This recipe will make your leche flan 
perfect on the first try. 

Good luck Gerry at Maligayang 
Pasko! 


White Fruit Cake Cookies 

1ceach brown and white sugar 

1 cbutter 

2eggs 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

2call-purpose fiour 

1 tsp each baking soda, baking pow- 
der 

Yatsp salt 

Ltsp cinnamon 

Ya tsp each nutmeg and ground gin- 
ger 

Lcoatmeal 

1 cmixed fruits (soaked overnight in 
1crum, after soaking, drain) 

1 c dates or raisins, soaked in rum 
until plump (drain), optional 

% c nuts, toasted and chopped, op- 
tional 

Beat butter and sugars for five 
minutes. Add eggs one at a time, 
beating for 30 seconds after each ad- 
dition. 

Combine dry ingredients, sift to- 
gether. 

‘Add dry ingredients gradually. Mix 
well. Add fruit and raisins. Chill dough 


Ш 
HU 


keeping with the "old" theme. 


THE GUERREROS use vintage items in 


overnight. 

Drop a spoonful at a time on a 
greased baking sheet. 

Bake for 12-15 minutes on a pre- 
heated 350°F oven. 


Leche Flan 

Caramel 

lcsugar 

Yecwater 

tsp vinegar (so sugar does not crys- 
tallize) 

Put sugar, water and vinegar in a 
saucepan over low heat. 

Cook until caramelized/light amber 
in color. 

Pour caramelized sugar into a but- 
tered mold. 

Flan: 
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everything in this 
photo is edible, 


large yolks 

1bigcan condensed milk 

3/3 c evaporated milk (I like Alpine) 

1/3 смаѓег 

Combine yolks, condensed and 
evaporated milk, water in a bowl and 
mix lightly, Pour yolk mixture into 
mold. Cover with foil and steam for 45 
minutes. When cooked, turn mold over 
onto a plate or serving platter to re- 
lease the leche flan. 

Remember, the water pan of steam- 
er should be % full. Make sure the wa- 
terhas been on running boil for atleast 
seven minutes before putting leche flan. 
intosteam. 


E-mail the author at raspiras@in- 
quirer.com.ph 


"AN AFTERNOON 
Serenade at 


Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Bleu Manille, 


gongco Corporation. 
Laing Pasta. 


Spaghetti 
Yc butter 
2claing 


Yacwhite wine 
1ccooking cream 


drain. 


Health-friendly 
premium pasta 


JAZZ 
Serendra (a 
turkey and pasta degusta- 
cion)” was held recently at 
the Serendra Piazza, 


Using Amigo Premium Pas- 
ta, chefs of Chelsea Market & 
Café, Choco-late de Batirol 
and Duo Steakhouse created 
seafood and laing pastas and 
macaroni salad. Carlo Miguel 
of Mezzaluna demonstrated 
how to do handmade pasta 
for students of Le Cordon 
flagship of 
Ecole de Cuisine Manille, Inc. 

Amigo Premium Pasta’ is- 
distributed by La Filipina Uy- 


By Choco-late de Batirol 
450 g Amigo Premium 


4 tbsp parmesan cheese 
4 tbsp Spanish paprika 
4 tbsp lapu-lapu flakes 
Bring a large pot of lightly 
salted water to a boil. Cook 


pasta in boiling water for 8- 2% 
10 minutes or until al dente; Tuna Macaroni Pasta Sal- 
drain. 
ad 
Saute prepared laing sauce 
in butter. вто Е 
Put spaghetti on a pasa 400 8 Amigo Premium Ek 
eros then add laing and 500 g jettuce, red and 
Top with parmesan cheese, 8781 
Spanish paprika and lapu-la- 2 © tuna chunks 
pu flakes. 2coliveoil 
ya c red and green cap- 
Seafood Pasta/Saffron- ^ sium 
inkssed Jomsto Cream iaces eem 
Ac basil 
Sauce vac chives 
By Chelsea Jc parsley 
450 g Amigo Premium —¥c balsamic vinegar 
Spaghetti Ус parmesan cheese, grated 
4 tbsp olive oil Yc shallots 
2 tbsp chopped onions Bring a large pot of lightly 
2 tbsp chopped garlic salted water to a boil. Cook 
2pebay leaf pasta in boiling water for 8- 
4 pemussels 10 minutes or until al dente; 
4 pctiger prawns drain. 
4 pc squid rings Toss macaroni and tuna 
2 pinch saffron chunks in a mixture of bal- 


1ccrushed tomatoes 

Bring a large pot of lightly 
salted water to a boil. Cook 
pasta in boiling water for 8- 
10 minutes or until al dente; 


Heat oil in a skillet over 
low heat; cook onion till 


Fort 


CHELSEA's seafood pasta 
(above); Amigo Premium Pasta. 


translucent then cook garlic 
until golden. Add saffron and 
bay leaf. 

‘Add mixed seafood then 
white wine and reduce by 
half. 

Add crushed tomatoes and 
cream. Соок. ѓог 4 minutes 
stirring occasionally. 

Toss pasta with sauce. Sea- 
son with salt and pepper and 


samic vinegar and olive oil. 

Add remaining ingredients 
one ata time, except for grat- 
ed parmesan cheese. 

In a salad bowl, arrange 
lettuces їп flower form. 

Put macaroni salad mix- 
ture on top of lettuce. Sprin- 
Ме with grated parmesan 
cheese. 
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The comedy artist has 
yet to hit gold in music 


or her, since music had a lot to do with how 
she was discovered in show biz—belting out 
‘songs by Madonna and Zsa Zsa Padilla in a 
sing-along bar in the 1980s. 

‘Ai Ai, who has since made it big as a TV 
comedienne with a string of successful 
movies to boot, was talking to the entertain- 
nent press to promote her major concert on 
Nov 16 at the Araneta Coliseum. 

A tabloid columnist surmises that piracy is 
to blame for Ai Ais disappointment:"Baka 
haman yung album mo ‘pag nilabas ng uma- 
‘ga, pagdating ng hapon, pirated na." 

-Ai Ai quips: "Classicngayung sabi sa 'kin ng 
isang Muslim, ‘alam niyo ma'm ang lakas- 
Takas sa amin nung album niyo.” 

A few pensive seconds later, Ai Ai remem- 
bers what his manager Boy Abunda told her: 
“Huwag mo na isipin уоп, hayaan mo na, ba- 
ka hindi ka talaga pang-ganon.” 

Talk shifts to the concert scene. Ai Ai, 43, 
says she didn't really get to watch live musi- 
cal performances while growing up in a poor 
family. ‘Ang una kong concert na ñapanood si 
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Ai Ai's biggest . . . sones 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Randy Santiago. Kasi maka- 
Randy ako. Siyempre tulala ako, 
parang, wow, ganon pala yon.” 
But Ai Ai is so amazed at how 
she found herself holding a mi- 
crophone singing in front of 
many people and, later, acting 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


ШАНЬ 1 LIONS for LAMBS * THX 6 ATAUL for RENT and having fun in front of a cam- 
CINEECEX deme DRE] era: "Hindi ko na-imagine ang 
sarili ko na magko-concert balang 
oom Wasser] | 2ELCANTANTE 7 LUST CAUTION аа алагар 
1 ‘HIDE & SEEK nag-artista. Siguro destiny ko ta- 
ae er 2 we ORME PLAN RE laga. Ang parati lang iniisip ko, 
ims uowsron ass |2 Wa | | 3 WE OWN THE NIGHT 8 indieSine: 25 MINUTES LATER eI Min. 
pagtrabaho, makapunta sa ibang 
a cursa 4GHOST SON 9 HIDE and SEEK bansa kasi gusto ko maging stew- 
Center Hall Cinema alaa? 
Jam —weown me monr (eom cera uut ea ee 
д 5 GAME PLAN 1030 DAYS of NIGHT Madonna fan 
1 sHooTeM UP BALLS of FURY As for the type of concerts that 


appeal to her, Ai Ai singles out 
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yung mga tao pandemonium ta- 
laga.” 

Ai Ai loves to shock audiences 
whenever she performs, and this 
forthcoming concert at the Big 
Dome is no exception. 

A surprising request, however, 
is in order: “Wag magdala ng ba- 
ta. For mature audience lang ito, 
para di tayo mag-compromise, 
masaya kayo, masaya din ako.” 

“Pero majority ng fans mo ba- 
ta,” the columnist protests. 

“Totoo,” Ai Ai admits. “Mga 
опе or two-year-old kids kilala 
ako. Sa TV at movies ko na lang. 
sila paliligayahin. Pero pag live 
show, for adults ako.” 

Asked why children love her, 
Ai Ai replies: “Ewan ko, siguro 
dahil natatawa sila sa kin at alam 
nila na nanay ako na may mga 
anak, parang nanay na rin nila 
ko.” 

‘The need to reciprocate the ac- 
ceptance that children have 

shown her causes Ai Ai to harp 
on the issue of recording more al- 
bums. "Gusto ko yung kakantahin 
at susayawin ng mga bata,"she 
says. "Parang 'Ocho-Ocho' ni 
Bayani Agbayani dati. Kasi hindi 
ako maka-hit talaga e. Siguro in 
due time.” 
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U " Gulong lives. It is about friendship, love and life. The story Is told from 


7, the point of view of Apao, a smart, kindhearted boy whose 
quest for an old bicycle reveals the stuff he Is made of.~ 
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REPERTORY PHILIPPINES 
y of Makati and the Manila Symphony Orchestra „Жз 


in cooperation with E 


Directed by 
Baby Barredo & Robbie Guevara 


November 9 - December 16, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, Makati City 
Й For inquiries calf 8870710 | 8919999 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 


For inquiries, pis. call 887-0710 or visit www.repertory-philippines.com 


2007 Shell National Students Art Exhibition - 100 Best Entries & Winners. 


For more info, pls. call 757-7117 10.24 loc. 14 or email museum Ingülrygsyslamuseum.org 
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Congratulations to the winners of 
Ayala Malls eGCs worth P10,000 each 


Ponciano Pontiveros 
= 9526 Taguig St. Makati City 


Rodina Velasco 
= 691 Ramona St ., Quiapo 


Aurora Tagalog 
1178 Vito Cruz Ext. Makati City 


"Winners were drawn on October 25,2007 at Ayala Malls 
Group Office, SIF Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Makati City 
under the supervision of a DTI Representative. 

‘Promo Period: Aug. 17 - Oct. 19,2007 
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‘Transformers’ star detained 


CHICAGO—SHIA LABEOUF WAS 
charged with misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing after the “Transformers” 
star refused to leave a Chicago 
drug store, police said Sunday. 
A security guard told LaBeouf 
that he needed to leave the Wal- 
greens store because he appeared to 
be drunk, police said. 


E 
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‘When LaBeouf, 21, refused to leave, the 
security guard detained him and called po- 
lice at about 2:30 a.m., according to police 
D ‘spokeswoman Laura Kubiak. 
ID After he was arrested, police not- 
You ed that LaBeouf was "very courte- 
Know... 


‘ous and polite,” Kubiak said. Police 
said he posted bond before 7 am. 
AP 
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COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Talent is the gift that should 


keep on giving 


ONE PET INVOLVEMENT OF OURS IS 
the development of new performing, 
writing and directing talents, and 
we're gratified to see quite a number 
of the students we've been mentoring 
now doing good work in the biz. 

On the other hand, we're also keen 
оп encouraging veteran but relatively 
inactive talents to be productive again 
and resume moving and delighting 
viewers with their well-honed skills. 

‘Veteran talents are an even more im- 
portant resource, because their experi- 
ence and maturity are worth their price 
in gold, in terms of the insights, subtle- 
ty and power they've gained through 
the years. 

In the final analysis, however, dis- 
tinctions between youths and seniors 
are irrelevant. 

Whether young or “old,” talent 
should be the gift that keeps on giving, 


That's because real talent isn't easy to 
come by these days. Standards have 
been lowered so drastically that many 
non- or mediocre talents have man- 
aged to squeeze into the industry, con- 
fusing viewers about what genuine 
ability really is. 

‘Thus, it's important for real talents, 
both new and experienced, to keep 
working, so that quality levels can be 
restored. 


Youth-oriented industry 

‘That isn’t easy to do for new talents, 
because they have to compete against 
so many newcomers, quite a number of 
whom are better-connected or -funded 
than the genuine finds. 

Senior talents have another kind of 
problem: The industry is youth-orient- 
ed, so seniors are generally relegated to 
cameo or supporting roles that don't 


: VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


take advantage of their well-developed 
skills—especially on TV soaps or fan- 
taseryes, which often reduce seniors to 
caricature or gargoyles. 

All the more reason, then, for people 
who value talent to make it easier for 
gifted senior players to get acting as- 
signments again—not just any assign- 
ment, but meaty roles that they can re- 
ally sink their acting teeth into. 

Sometimes, this can bring swift re- 
sus. A couple of years ago, we started 
casting some “semi-retired” veteran 


stars in our theater and TV productions, 
and industry people who saw them act- 
ing again began offering them follow- 
up roles in even more showy TV and 
movie projects—and we've all been the 
better for it. 

Comeback productions are also good 
for senior talents because they remind 
the viewing public that they're still very 
much around, as talented as ever. 

А sad aspect of the local performing 
scene is our thoughtless treatment of 
some of our best talents—just because 
theyre on the wrong side of 50, we 
throw them away like used tissue. 

This also holds true for our senior 
writers and directors, some of whom 
still have a lot of great stories to tell, 
tales made even more significant by the 
insights they've gained through the 
years. Lets make it easier for these 
"golden" talents to keep on giving. 


Feeback 

From Paul R. Mortel of Marikina 
City: “Congratulations for winning the 
prestigious Catholic Mass Media Award 
for Best Entertainment Column, You 
certainly deserve it. 

Keep on ‘entertaining’ PDI readers. 
God bless. 

“PS: I recently discovered ‘Music and 
Memories; 1 to 4 p.m. Sundays on 
а2ММ, hosted by Boots Anson-Roa and 
Willie Nepomuceno. I immediately sent’ 
them letters about my ‘memories,’ like 
the Ramon Lee Restaurant on Ronquil- 
lo Street, Sta. Cruz, Manila, which 
served a lauriat meal for only P111 

“This was during the’60s. The lauriat 
meal was such a huge hit that, while 
you were still eating it, other people 
were already standing near your table, 
impatiently waiting for you to vacate 


your seat.” 


MELIS 
George 
and Josh 
Hartnett 
in“30 
Days of 
Night” 


Nocturnal beasties party 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


A YOUNG SHERIFF AND HIS ESTRANGED 
wife (Josh Hartnett and Melissa George) 
hide from a horde of savage vampires in the 
not-so-scary horror movie “30 Days of 
Night.” Based on the comic book series by 
Steve Niles and Ben Templesmith, this new 
film fleshes out key characters, removes 
others, and adds new supporting ones to 
serve the adaptation better. 

‘Adjustments aside, it’s still about the 
unique Alaskan town of Barrow, which is 
periodically deprived of sunlight 
for weeks and is inevitably at- 
tacked by hungry bloodsuckers. The 
pillagers have a month of complete 
darkness to feast on the helpless hu- 
mans, whom they divested of ways to 
communicate with the outside world. 


Excellent makeup 

“30 Days of Night" benefits from Niles’ 
co-scripting, and David Slade's direction. 
тез not always smooth, however. But even 
when the narrative gets quite choppy, Hart- 
nett, George, plus Ben Foster (as a trouble- 
making vampire wannabe) and the rest of 
the cast contribute decently to co-create 
this besieged world. 

The excellent vampire makeup gives the 
unwelcome visitors their distinctive look, 
too, and the move to the big screen has al- 
lowed them to sound scary as well. Their 
unnerving shrieks and beastly grunts am- 
plify their horrid, blood-stained faces quite 
well. 

The physical conflicts effectively stun the 
viewer from time to time, but three things 
keep this endeavor from becoming some- 
thing truly special and outstanding. 

First, the vampires here are just flat, 
generic beasties. Sure, it's not always nec- 
essary to have some backgrounder on mon- 


‘THE BAND (from L): Mark Escueta, Mike Elgar, Jayson Fernandez 


and Japs Sergio. 


Rivermaya’s new member 


REVIEW — deanbya powerful invading force 


‘Game Plan’ relies 
on usual family playbook 


LOS ANGELES—THE GAME PLAN 
behind “The Game Plan” was obvi- 
ous from the movie's trailer and 
poster: Look, The Rock's back, but 
now hes a lovable lug, a softie 
learning to embrace his paternal 
side and hang with the wee ones. 

Like Vin Diesel's “The Pacifier,” 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson's “The 
Game Plan” aims to turn an action- 
movie bruiser into a benign father 
figure. 

‘And the same as Diesel, John- 
son manages enough charisma to 
overcome an often awkward per- 
formance and at least provide a 
likable anchor for this lazily plot- 
ted, vacuously predictable tale of 
an egomaniacal football star deal- 
ing with a daughter he never knew 
he had. 


Calculated step 

Ies the second football flick in a 
row for Johnson, who played col- 
lege ball before turning pro 
wrestler. Coming on the heels of the 
teen-oriented drama “Gridiron 
Gang,” “The Game Plan” looks like 
the next calculated step to broaden 
Johnson's appeal to include every 
person on the planet. 

The big guy who got his big- 
screen break as Mathayus the Scor- 
pion King in 2001's “The Mummy 
Returns” and its spin-off “The Scor- 
pion King” now has another regal 
moniker, Joe “The King” Kingman, 


ster culture to make horror stories easier to 
digest. But this film needs it. The nocturnal 
creatures of “30 Days" would've been more 
interesting had their origins been hinted at 
properly. Instead, we get an undead leader 
who spews twisted fortune cookie lingo 
and tired villain clichés. Immersing vam- 
pire lore, if done right, would've made the 
menace palatable and enriched on our end. 
Second, the progression of time isn't be- 
lievable. Weeks pass, and except for some 
of the male survivors growing facial hair, 
it’s hard to see any convincing visible 
change with the hiding humans. In con- 
nection with this, such а small 

town wouldve been scoured 


after justa few days. 
Cold weather or not, the mon- 
ster! combined ^ super-senses 
would've tracked all their prey eventually. 
One month is just too long for the last few 
humans to remain undetected. 


Weak climax 

Lastly, the climactic confrontation looks 
weak. In the comics, co-creator Temple 
smith isn’t that strong a storyteller, or an 
artist with command of clarity. But one of 
the panels that he drew impressively was 
that crucial showdown scene. The sheriff 
character's ultimate act of bravery is repli- 
cated in the movie, but the succeeding 
quick fight lacks impact and stylish spatter- 
ing. 

As a result, “30 Days of Night" isn't as 
frightening as it should've been. The super- 
natural monster attacks are mostly tightly 
choreographed, regardless, and feel as if 
they're going for a shaky, breakneck “28 
Days Later” vibe. 

But it's good that the film's integral hu- 
man drama elements, replete with themes 
of forgiveness and sacrifice, survive and are 
executed creatively. 


superstar quarterback of the Boston 
Rebels (and for some reason, the 
substitution of fake pro football 
teams for the real thing is particu- 
larly cloying here) 

The vainglorious Joe is fond of 
telling fans, teammates and the me- 
dia that he's No. 1 on the field and 
No. 1 in their hearts. He's on the last 
leg of his drive to win the champi- 
onship that has eluded his team, 
he's a swinging ladies man, he's got 
all the stuff he thinks he ever want- 
ed, from a hot sports car to an 
apartment filled with memorabilia. 
of his musical idol, Elvis Presley. 

He's also got an 8-year-old 
daughter he knew nothing about 
from a brief marriage in his youth. 
Little spitfire Peyton (Madison 
Pettis) shows up at Joe's door one 
day saying she needs to bunk with 
him for a month while her mom's 
in Africa doing humanitarian 
work. 


Inept gags 

Director Andy Fickman ("She's 
the Man") and screenwriters Nic- 
hole Millard and Kathryn Price de- 
liver a prolonged series of klutzy, in- 
ept dad gags and scenarios, all lead- 
ing to the inevitable warm fuzzies 
you knew were coming before you 
walked in the theater. 

Finally, we get the chance to 
watch The Rock coo "Are You Lone- 
some Tonight?" chen dance with lit- 


DWAYNE “The Rock" Johnson and Madison Pettis in “бате Plan” 


Че girls in tutus to Electric Light Or- 
chestra's "Mr. Blue Sky." 


Annoying 

Both Johnson and Pettis are an- 
noying in their own ways early on, 
he froma fairly graceless imperson- 
ation of a man impossibly full of 
himself, she from a nasally shrill- 
ness that creeps into her know-it-all 
demeanor. 

To their credit, they become rich- 
ег, more personable characters as 
they warm up to each other, though 
that could be a viewers brain 
synapses dozing off as the vapidity 
deepens. 

The supporting players mainly 
amount to glorified extras, particu- 
larly Kyra Sedgwick, who blusters 
about as Joe's agent, a tough cookie 
with the ridiculous name Stella 
Peck. 

Roselyn Sanchez is a nominal 
love interest for Joe as a ballet 
teacher who takes Peyton under her 
wing, while Morris Chestnut co- 
stars as a teammate with kids of his 
own who coaches Joe on the plea- 
sures and perils of parenthood. 

It’s certainly a good-hearted sto- 
ry, and the movie does offer a little 
plot twist that deviates from the 
usual formula. After that, though, 
“The Game Plan" quickly reverts to 
the established playbook for safe, 
sappy family fare, David Germain, 
AP 


Goodie bags on fright nights 


WHILE PLAYING AROUND WITH GRIM'S 
scythe, Billy, accidentally breaks all the 
toys in Santa's workshop in Cartoon Net- 
work's “The Grim Adventures of Billy and 
Mandy,” which airs weekdays until Nov. 
16, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Kids who can spot 

the broken toys that 
will appear in 


each 


launched rocket, a helicopter that turns 
into a plane and a behind-the-scenes look 


The series is aired every Monday, 9 to 
9:30 p.m. 


‘Shark 


Week’ 


Discovery Channel celebrates “Shark 
Week" with 10 hours of shark programs 
from Monday to Sunday, starting with 


“Diny 


on Nov. 


Jobs 


Jobs That Bite” 


26,9. 


episode 


nered the most number of text at furure weapons. 


AT THE GRAND FINALS OF 
the search for Rivermaya's new 
member, Jayson Fernandez 
wanted to jump with joy when 
he heard his name being called 
as the winning choice. 

All he could say was, “Salamat 
за inyong lahat, dati pinapanuod 
ko lang sila, tinitingnan sa litrato.. 
ngayon kasama ko na sila!” 

‘The odds nearly went against 
Jayson's favor, as De La Salle Uni- 
versitys Hans Dimayuga, 19, gar- 


‘votes and got the judges’ approval 
for best original song. 

But Jayson, an 18-year-old na- 
tive of Manguisoc, Camarines 
Norte, won the judges—and the 
band’s—nod with his rendition of 
the Rivermaya classic, "Himala." 

“Te was as if he was asking the 
whole world for а mirade and 
make his dream come true,” said 
judge Francis Reyes, The Dawn 
guitarist and NU 107 music direc- 
tor 


x 


> 
А Ex-Navy Seal Richard "Mack" Machow- 


swer] to 4627 for Globe, Sun, Smart, 2. C^ hosts. 


Talk N Text and Touch Mobile. „Foody Call 
{сше эы eed prizes Ci icq!) ETC Entertainment Central pre- 
: ^ ? sents “Foody Call,” a dating/cook- 

X ing series based on the book, “Cook 

Your Way Into Her Pants" bj Ted 
Taylor. 

Every week, hosts Rossi Morreale and 
Michele Merkin get a loveless guy to cook 
a lip-smacking meal to win his way to his 
love interest’s heart. 


*Futureweapons" 

"Futureweapons," Discovery Chan- 
nel's series on military weapons develop- 
ment, returns on its second season. 

Airing every Thursday starting Nov. 22, 
the program features the latest shoulder 


рт. 
Host 
Rowe goes be- 
hind the scenes 
with the people 
who work with 
sharks. 
The 
programs are 
“Top Five: Eat- 
en Alive,” “Tribe, 
zy” “Shark Attack Survivors,” “Perfect 
Predator 


Mike 


other 


"Shark Feeding Fren- 


and "Ocean of Fear." 
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fred’s training day 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. says he's been diligent about doing his act- 
БАБЕ ing homework ever since his Tanghalang Actor does his 
раи а ‘Ateneo days. 


Going a step further, Alfred transformed homework — to play 


O PREPARE FOR HIS ROLE. pi E 
А S ROLE himself for the part. He not only got a crew t 
| asacopinCesarApolinarios сш, he also shed a few pounds fora leaner, А SWAT team +з. 


“Banal,” Alfred ^ Vargas meaner look. 
watched movies like “Training An entry in this December's Metro Mani- Member in a new a 
Day” and “Infernal Affairs.” 1а Film Festival, “Banal,” according to Al- » 

Mende panis graduate, he fred, pushed him to the brin action-drama 


ы 


ALFRED Vargas 


“It has a lot of physical demands,” he 
notes. "There are lots of scenes showing us 
training to become SWAT [Special Weapons 
and Tactics unit] members. In one scene, 
our sadistic trainer [played by Christopher 
de Leon] kept kicking us." 

The role had numerous "technical re- 
quirements” as well. 

“In terms of characterization, we had to 
look convincing as SWAT members. From 
simple details like the way we carry a gun 
to more complicated nuances like adhering 
to the Standard Operating Procedures of a 
SWAT team.” 

То warm up to the role, Alfred and co- 
stars Paolo Contis and Paolo Paraiso tooka CESAR Apolinario, right, directs the actor, 
crash course at the Southern Police District shown here in full-battle gear. 
Headquarters Firing Range in Taguig. 

“Our lessons had two parts: theory and His cast went beyond the call of duty, he 
practice. We had classroom training and says 
target shooting practice,” he recounts. “Once, our call time was 2 a.m. Christo- 

He thoroughly enjoyed his "training pher, Alfred and the two Paolos arrived on 
day" the set even earlier than the crew,” Cesar re- 


NOVEMBER 9 
FRIDAY 
11AM 


GERALD ANDERSON & 
KIM CHIU 


NOVEMBER 9 
FRIDAY 


4PM 
DENNIS TRILLO & 
NADINE SAMONTE 


NOVEMBER 10 


^t wanted to feel whats it like to be а calls. 
SATURDAY sharp shooter," he points out. He says that Alfred is “а revelation" in 
11AM The film's director Cesar is impressed this action-drama. 


with his actors’ dedication. “On TY, we only see him as the leading 
"They were very cooperative and sup- man, always the do-gooder. Here, he's do- 

portive," he recalls. ing something different," explains the de- 
Cesar took a leave from hisjobasa GMA buting director. 

7 reporter to finish the movie. “We had a “Irs a complex character,” Alfred says. 


BLOOMFIELDS 


NOVEMBER 10 


SATURDAY tight schedule and we couldn't afford to be “For a change, Paolo [Contis] is the good 
АРМ late since I also had my original job waiting guy, while I'm the bad cop. We are casting 
for me at the network.” against type in this film.” 


AIZA SEGUERRA 


NOVEMBER 11 
SUNDAY 
1PM 


NOVEMBER 11 
SUNDAY 
4PM 


SAM MILBY 


rnc ааа | атас ror iS YEARS of Ace AND AmOvE 


WITH “Banal” co-stars Paolo Contis, left, and Paolo Paraiso 
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mous dogs includ- 
ing Lassie and Os- 
car-winning ani- 
mated pooch 
Gromit were induct- 
ed into the world's 
first canine Walk of 
Fame Monday near 
the famous Bat- 
tersea Dogs’ Home 
in south-west Lon- 


р pen SON UNREST 125/618 BALLS OF FURY LIONS FOR LAMBS 
12801300181017201930 STARDUST 335/900 2294030! 130: 40016301990 f UNITED BY BLOOD 


COLISEUM ; DIVIDED BY CHINE 


caliseum.com 


A Tuo brplhers on opposite sides Ж = prese 
Á ѕ on Opposite si 

2007 WORLD POOL CHAMPIONSHIP ААА... D Greatest Performance 3 рро А e Е legged version of 

Now. 3 to9- Elminatons. Of My life * BeyQnd their differencesllies yall. x Hollywoo w 

Now. 10 Quorters ond Semis é: theon was unveiled. 


Other top hounds 
included Fang from 
the “Harry Potter” 

Wa films and Toto from 

AKON-INEINMANLA THe POLO PASCUAL LNE AT THE ARANETA E NOW SHOWING fims and due fom 
although, disap- 
pointingly for some, 
Tintin's sidekick 
Snowy failed to 
makethe cut, AFP 


Novll - Finals Nov. 16, Friday 8pm x a EVA MENDES ROBERT DUVALL 


Now 29, Thusdoy 8pm Nov. 30, ноу, Врт 


[ER 7 y- > DAN FOGLER - CHRISTOPHER WALKEN 
ВЕ "HE! ^ GEORGE LOPEZ - MAGGIE Q 
‘THOMAS LENNON - ROBERT PATRICK 


